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Town of Bernardston 

Selectboard Meeting Minutes 

 
Board Members 

Brian J. Keir            Robert R. Raymond, Chairman       Stanley D. Garland 
 

Minutes for the meeting of December 1, 2021 

Meeting held at Town Hall, 38 Church St, Bernardston, MA 01337. 
 

Selectboard Members Present:         Others Present:   
Bob Raymond       Jane Dutcher 

Brian Keir        Russell Deane 
Stan Garland       Stacey Mousseau 
         Melissa Murphy  

         Patricia Kinsella 
Bob called the meeting to order at 6:01pm. He said that BNC-TV was providing 
live coverage of the meeting and replays would be available online 
 

Warrants 

Brian made a motion to approve the Payroll Warrant in the amount of 

$47,469.32. Stan seconded and the motion was approved 3-0.  
 
Brian then motioned to approve the Vendor Warrant in the amount of 

$131,374.21. Bob said that the Franklin County Technical School assessment 
of $108,500 was included in the total amount. Stan seconded and the motion 

was approved 3-0. 
 
Minutes 

Brian made a motion to approve the minutes of the Regular Meeting of 
November 17, 2021. Bob seconded and that motion passed 2-0.  
 

Calendar & Announcements 

Bob then read the Calendar and Announcements as appear on the attached 

agenda.  
 
Appointments 

6:05pm – Board of Assessors; Tax Classification Hearing 
Speaking for the Board of Assessors, Stacey Mousseau requested that the 
Selectboard approve a single tax rate of $17.20 for both residences and 

businesses. Stan motioned to allow the single tax rate for town. Brian seconded 
and the motion passed unanimously. After approving the single tax rate, the 

Selectboard then voted to approve the rate of $17.20. 
(continued next page) 
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(continued) 
 
Stacey and Melissa then inquired about the potential taxation of the landfill 
solar project. Brian indicated that the project was put out to bid as a 

lease/PILOT. While it may be possible to not enter into a PILOT agreement, he 
felt that question was best asked of counsel.  
 

6:15pm – Interim Superintendent Patricia Kinsella 
Ms. Kinsella appeared before the Selectboard to open a line of discussion 

regarding the FY23 budget for the Pioneer District. She told the Selectboard 
that her aim is a budget process that is timely, transparent and inclusive. She 
outlined a hybrid budgeting approach. She commented on the transparency 

and integrity of the budgeting process. Further, she expressed interest in 
developing a district Master Plan. Brian addressed the fact that the Town has 

seen its share of educational funding increase from approximately 50% of the 
annual budget to approximately 60%, which presents a challenge to generally 
advancing the business needs of the Town. The conversation moved on to a 

variety of concerns that the Selectboard has had regarding maintenance issues 
and a recent legal opinion that expressed a conflict between portions of the 
BES Lease and the District Agreement.  

 
Ms. Kinsella then moved on to the topic of the Building Use Agreement for 

which the District has expressed the desire to attach an addendum (attached 
to these minutes) related to the pandemic. After reviewing the document, she 
added that the school district’s Counsel has offered the legal opinion that 

DESE is requiring face coverings in all public school buildings, 24 hours a day. 
The Selectboard took no action relative to the implementation of the addendum 
in the Building Usage packet. 

 
Bob asked Ms. Kinsella for understanding on the subject of the District 

contract with BG Mechanical for boiler work at BES. Stan then asked for an 
explanation as well. Ms. Kinsella assured the Selectboard that all employees of 
the District must work ethically; she will address any employees whose 

integrity is questioned.  
 

New Business 
Appointment to Veterans Memorial Committee 

Stan motioned to appoint Daniel Shedd to the Veterans Memorial Committee 

for a three year term. Brian seconded and the motion passed unanimously.  
 
2022 License Renewals 

Bob reviewed the categories of licenses: Class 2 and Class 3 auto licenses, 
Entertainment Licenses and Liquor Licenses. He read the holders of each 

individual license after which Brian motioned to approve all licenses for 2022. 
Stan seconded and the motion passed unanimously. 
(continued next page) 
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Employee Resignation 
Bob read the resignation letter submitted by Hayley Bolton. Brian motioned to accept 
the resignation with regret. Stan seconded and the motion passed unanimously. Stan 
mentioned a conversation with Nancy Bordewieck in which Nancy sounded optimistic 
about some of the applications the COA has received thus far.  
 
Police Detail Rate 

Bob mentioned that Chief Palmeri has asked the Selectboard to approve an increase in 
the detail rate from $45/hour to $50/hour. Stan motioned to increase the rate 
effective January 1, 2022 from $45/hour to $50/hour. Brian seconded and the motion 
passed 3-0. 
 
Jamrog Proposal 
Bob shared an estimate to replace Pump #2 at the Senior Center at a cost of $2,450. 
The question came up if the pump switchover can be automated, as opposed to the 
manual method currently used. Bob said he would follow up with Jamrog to ask if 
there’s an automation solution. Brian made a motion to approve the current repair, 
pending the automation solution discussion. Stan seconded and the motion passed 
unanimously. 
 
Old Business: 
Fire Station Project Updates 
Bob said that OTO ruptured a pipe while taking the test borings at the fire station site. 
He explained that after discussing the situation with Brian Miner, the driller was 
wholly at fault for the rupture. This will be discussed at the next Fire Station Building 
Committee meeting, scheduled for December 7, 2021. 
 
Bob also recognized Jody Coleman for taking the street flags down. He will ask to 
purchase five new replacements. He then briefly addressed the possibility of applying 

for an MVP grant to assist with the culvert replacement at the fire station site.  
 
The Heirloom Collective – HCA update: 
Bob moved this item down because copies of a document had to be made. Bob 
discussed two possible options for the Town. After a brief discussion, Brian made a 
motion to send the two options to Counsel Kate Feodoroff. Stan seconded and the 
motion passed unanimously. 
 
With no further business to discuss, Brian made a motion to adjourn at 7:50pm. Stan 
seconded. The motion passed 3-0 and the meeting adjourned. 
 
Attest: Louis Bordeaux, Town Coordinator  
 
 
__________________, Chairman    ___________________      _______________________ 

Robert R. Raymond            Brian J. Keir                Stanley D. Garland      


