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Town of Bernardston 

Selectboard Meeting Minutes 

 
Board Members 

Brian J. Keir            Robert R. Raymond, Chairman       Stanley D. Garland 
 

Minutes for the meeting of November 3, 2021 

Meeting held at Town Hall, 38 Church St, Bernardston, MA 01337. 
 

Selectboard Members Present:         Others Present:   
Bob Raymond       Jane Dutcher 

Brian Keir        Renee Keir 
Stan Garland       Christina Wysk 

 

Bob called the meeting to order at 6:01pm. He said that BNC-TV was providing 
live coverage of the meeting and replays would be available online. Stan added 
that there have been some technical difficulties lately and he asked for public 

feedback if the difficulties continue. 
 

Warrants 

Brian made a motion to approve the Payroll Warrant in the amount of 
$45,887.05. Stan seconded and the motion was approved 3-0.  
 

Brian then motioned to approve the Vendor Warrant in the amount of 
$641,875.08 Stan seconded Brian’s motion. Bob said that the larger than 

usual amount was due to the payments to Jacobs Engineering for the Landfill 
Solar project which is reimbursable in the amount of $12,500. Also the PVRSD 
assessment of $597,433 was on the warrant. Bob then called the vote and the 

motion was approved 3-0. 
 
Minutes 

Brian made a motion to approve the minutes of the Regular Meeting of October 
20, 2021. Stan seconded and that motion passed 3-0. Stan motioned to 

approve the minutes of the Special Meeting of October 21, 2021. Bob seconded 
the motion which passed 2-0, as Brian was not in attendance at that meeting. 
 

Calendar & Announcements 

Bob then read the Calendar and Announcements as appear on the attached 
agenda. Bob asked Jane Dutcher about a planned joint meeting of the 

Selectboard and the Finance Committee that could focus on ARPA usage. 
 
 
(continued next page) 
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(continued) 
 
New Business 
Town Clerk – Election Emergency Plan 

After Bob gave the background on the Town Clerk’s request for a plan he 
mentioned possible locations, notably the Senior Center and Bernardston 
Elementary School, in which to conduct elections, in the case of an emergency. 

Stan suggested narrowing it down to only the Senior Center because it 
wouldn’t be likely that school could be dismissed quickly. Chris said that the 

requirement for a plan comes from the Secretary of State’s Election Division. 
She said that she would clean up the document and have a copy ready for 
signing at the next regular meeting. While Chris was at the table, Bob jumped 

ahead to a Cultural Council appointment. Chris had proposed to have 
Elisabeth Galluzzo appointed to the Cultural Council. Brian motioned to 

appoint Elisabeth Galluzzo to the Cultural Council. Stan seconded and the 
motion carried unanimously. 
 

Veterans Services District Contract 
Bob opened the topic by reading the district renewal letter, as submitted by the 
Veterans Services District. Stan expressed his desire for the Town to remain in 

the District. Brian motioned to remain in the District and for Bob to sign their 
contract. Stan seconded and the motion was approved unanimously. 

 
Recreation Commission request for guidance 
The Selectboard deferred to the Board of Health and the Pioneer School District 

for specifics on safe gym use. The Town Coordinator said that based on the 
Selectboard and Board of Health discussion regarding the Town’s participation 
that he would follow up with Interim Superintendent Kinsella. 

 
Employee Resignation and Appointment 

Addressing the matter as one of clerical housekeeping, Stan motioned to accept 
Susan Bobe’s resignation as Town Treasurer, effective November 12, 2021 and 
to appoint her as Town Treasurer, effective November 13, 2021. Brian seconded 

both motions. Both motions then passed unanimously. 
 

Old Business: 
The Heirloom Collective – Host Community Agreement update 
Bob mentioned a constructive meeting with representatives of The Heirloom 

Collective. The meeting was attended by Special Counsel Kate Feodoroff. Of 
particular interest was the potential for a local 3% cannabis sales tax on retail 
cannabis. Attorney Feodoroff advised Selectboard members that the Town 

would have to adopt that formally with a Town Meeting vote. 
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(continued) 
Fire Station Project Updates 
The Selectboard discussed the collection of signatures on petitions that were 
gathered online and around town. The Town Coordinator confirmed that the 

petitions had been transmitted electronically to Senator Comerford and 
Representative Mark. Regarding the designer contract with Jablonski/DeVriese 
Architects, Town Counsel recommended some changes to the contract. Brian 

DeVriese responded with comments that were forwarded to Town Counsel for a 
legal opinion. As of meeting time, Counsel had not responded. 

 
Potential meeting with Finance Committee  
After mentioning the potential meeting earlier, Bob and Finance Chair Jane 

Dutcher proposed a joint meeting to take place at Town Hall on Monday 
November 8th at 6:30. 

 
Other Business: 
Jane Dutcher and Renee Keir asked for time with the Selectboard to discuss 

the Six Town School Planning Committee. She said that based on the previous 
night’s meeting that they would like to schedule meetings with the citizens to 
see what our residents would like to see as part of the future of education in 

Bernardston. The committee has engaged a Facilitator to conduct public 
meetings. Jane said that there should be two separate meetings held. She felt it 

was important to set a date and get things in motion. The consensus 
agreement was to meet on December 7th or 8th, with meetings held at 
Bernardston Elementary School and the Senior Center. 

 
Stan mentioned that he met virtually with the FRCOG. They are starting their 
budget planning and working on offering classes for Selectboard members. He 

then said that he met with Marvin Shedd, Chairman of the Veterans Memorial. 
He recognized Marvin’s son who has helped clear the monument area of weeds. 

Stan said that Marvin will have Keene Monument clean the monuments.  
 
Town Coordinator Report: 

The Town Coordinator spoke about some emails that had come into the office 
during the previous two weeks. One was about safety lights on Church Street. 

Another was a request from a resident to reduce train noise. Finally, one that 
chastised the Town for not having a mask mandate in place.  
 

With no further business to discuss, Stan made a motion to adjourn at 
7:14pm. Brian seconded. The motion passed 3-0 and the meeting adjourned. 
 

Attest: Louis Bordeaux, Town Coordinator  
 

 
__________________, Chairman    ___________________      _______________________ 

Robert R. Raymond            Brian J. Keir                Stanley D. Garland      


