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Town of Bernardston 

Selectboard Meeting Minutes 

 
Board Members 

Brian J. Keir            Robert R. Raymond, Chairman       Stanley D. Garland 
 

Minutes for the meeting of October 6, 2021 

Meeting held at Town Hall, 38 Church St, Bernardston, MA 01337. 
 

Selectboard Members Present:         Others Present:   
Brian Keir        Hayley Bolton 

Stan Garland        

 
In Chairman Bob Raymond’s absence, Brian called the meeting to order at 

6:03pm.  
 

Warrants 

Stan made a motion to approve the Payroll Warrant in the amount of 

$49,953.96. Brian seconded and the motion was approved 2-0.  
 

Stan then motioned to approve the Vendor Warrant in the amount of 
$97,051.74. Brian seconded and the motion was approved 2-0. 
 

Minutes 

Stan made a motion to approve the minutes of the Regular Meeting of 

September 22, 2021. Brian seconded and that motion passed 2-0. 
 
Calendar & Announcements 

Brian read the Calendar and Announcements as appear on the attached 
agenda. 
 

Public Hearing 
6:05pm – Comcast contract non-compliance 

Brian read a document provided by Attorney Solomon which recommended 
postponing the public hearing. Stan motioned to postpone the public hearing. 
Brian seconded and the motion to postpone passed 2-0. 

 
New Business 
Comcast Cable Renewal – preliminary assessment 

Brian read another document provided by Attorney Solomon which alluded to 
progress being made in the ongoing negotiations with Comcast. The result was 

for the Selectboard to issue a “friendly” Preliminary Assessment of Denial to 
Comcast.  
(continued next page) 
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(continued) 
Based on the evidence provided by Attorney Solomon, Stan motioned to 

approve and issue the “friendly” denial to Comcast. Brian seconded and the 
motion passed 2-0. 
 

Council on Aging/EEA grant application 
With no other pending appointments, Brian recognized COA Director Hayley 
Bolton. Hayley requested to appear before the Selectboard for guidance on 

applying for an EEA Grant for the Senior Center. Hayley mentioned Senator Jo 
Comerford’s support for this grant, adding that it can’t be used for food or 

salaries, but it can be used for equipment. Hayley mentioned a walk in 
refrigerator, a reach-in freezer and a cargo van. The van could potentially be 
used for mobile food pantries in town. She said that a potential price tag was 

about $70,000 plus installation costs. She asked the Selectboard about a 
possible Special Town Meeting to raise and appropriate the funding up front, to 

be reimbursed later. Brian said that for a grant such as this one, that there 
wouldn’t be a requirement for a Special Town Meeting; that the money would 
be spent out of existing funding and the reimbursement would simply pay that 

money back. He expressed his full support for the grant project. Stan also 
expressed his support, adding that he’d like to see full documentation. Both 
Selectboard members again expressed their support for Hayley’s efforts in 

applying for the grant. 
 

Transfer Station Compactor service/replacement 
The Town Coordinator spoke on behalf of Highway Superintendent Brian Miner 
regarding the first trash compactor at the Transfer Station. Chairman 

Raymond had previously expressed concern because he felt the compactor in 
question was running slowly. Bob had contemplated replacement at a cost of 
$30-40,000. The Town Coordinator observed the operation of the compactor. 

He said that he agreed that it ran slowly, but after conferring with Miner, both 
felt that it may be more economically feasible to overhaul all three compactors 

on site, at a cost savings compared to buying a new one. Stan suggested 
getting some hard costs to make a reasonable assessment to remedy the 
situation. 

 
Charity Farm Lot dumping 

Brian noted that the Friends of the Charity Farm Lot (CFL) have reported the 
dumping of yard waste at the end of the parking area at the Charity Farm Lot. 
The Town Coordinator commented that an update had been received prior to 

the meeting. The Friends of the CFL would like to resolve this without 
escalation. 
 

Old Business: 

The Heirloom Collective – Host Community Agreement update 
Stan said that THC would like to meet with the Selectboard to negotiate the 

new HCA that will be required for their expansion. 
(continued next page) 
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(continued) 
Stan added that it’s important for the Selectboard to perform due diligence. It’s 

an important agreement and he wants to be fair to the company and to the 
people of Bernardston. Brian suggested that such a meeting be held separately 
from a Selectboard meeting because the topic could take quite a bit of time if it 

was to be discussed at a regular Selectboard meeting. 
 
Fox Hill Road Solar - PILOT update 

This item was passed over because there was no update from Town Counsel. 
 

Fire Station project updates 
Stan mentioned the house at 12 Church Street has been demolished. He said it 
happened quickly, that the Town Coordinator was contacted late Monday 

afternoon by Associated Building Wreckers. They advised they had an opening 
in their schedule and planned to be on site at 7am Tuesday morning. Stan also 

said that on Tuesday afternoon, the Fire Station Building Committee had a 
meeting. The selected design firm didn’t have enough data to produce a fee 
schedule, but hoped to do so in advance of the next meeting which was 

scheduled for Tuesday October 12th. One of the items discussed at the meeting 
was the increase in cost of pre-engineered steel building materials. Based on 
budget requirements, the plan of the station may have to change to a material 

other than steel, possibly wood. He closed by saying that a lot of companies 
don’t want to do municipal work or small jobs. 

 
Other Business: 
Stan asked the Town Coordinator if any progress had been made in hiring a 

surveyor. The Town Coordinator contacted a few surveyors but none had 
responded as of meeting time. Stan reaffirmed that the 12 Church Street lot 
needs to be surveyed. He also expressed a desire to get the Town Hall lot 

surveyed. 
 

Brian confirmed that Ameresco has been chosen as the firm to construct the 
solar array at the landfill. He wants to get a kick off meeting scheduled with 
Ameresco, the Green committee and Selectboard. 

 
Town Coordinator Report: 

The Town Coordinator said that because most of his material had already been 
covered, he deferred his time back to the Chair. 
 

With no further business to discuss, Stan made a motion to adjourn at 
6:45pm. Brian seconded. The motion passed 2-0 and the meeting adjourned. 
Attest: Louis Bordeaux, Town Coordinator  

 
 

__________________, Chairman    ___________________      _______________________ 

Robert R. Raymond            Brian J. Keir                Stanley D. Garland      


