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Town of Bernardston 

Selectboard Meeting Minutes 

 
Board Members 

Brian J. Keir            Robert R. Raymond, Chairman       Stanley D. Garland 
 

Minutes for the meeting of September 22, 2021 

Meeting held at Town Hall, 38 Church St, Bernardston, MA 01337. 
 

Selectboard Members Present:         Others Present:   
Bob Raymond       Jane Dutcher 

Brian Keir        Brandon Grover 

Stan Garland       Lucy Damkoehler  
           

Bob called the meeting to order at 6:02pm.  
 

Warrants 

Brian made a motion to approve the Payroll Warrant in the amount of 
$40,494.73. Stan seconded and the motion was approved unanimously.  

 
Brian then motioned to approve the Vendor Warrant in the amount of 

$63,654.02. Stan seconded and the motion was approved unanimously. 
 
Minutes 

Brian made a motion to approve the minutes of the Regular Meeting of 
September 8, 2021. Stan seconded and that motion passed 3-0. 
 

Brian made a motion to approve the minutes of the Executive Session Meeting 
of September 16, 2021. Stan seconded and that motion passed 3-0. Bob said 

that these minutes would not be available for public inspection at this time. 
 
Calendar & Announcements 

Bob read the Calendar and Announcements as appear on the attached agenda. 
 

New Business 
Green Committee Recommendation for Landfill Solar Project 
Board members had a brief discussion of the Green Committee’s efforts in 

reviewing the submitted RFQ’s. Dan Ingold, project engineer, was also 
recognized for his work on the project thus far. The Committee ultimately 
recommended Ameresco to be their first choice for the project. Brian made a 

motion for the town to move forward with Ameresco as the primary choice of a 
vendor for the landfill solar project. Stan seconded and the motion was 

approved unanimously. 
(continued next page) 
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(continued) 
 

PVRSD School Committee Resignation 

School Committee member Michael Townsley submitted a letter of resignation 
from the committee. Brian motioned to accept the resignation. Stan seconded 

and the motion was approved unanimously. 
 
FCTS collective bargaining representative 

A letter was received from the Franklin County Technical School district, 
seeking a Selectboard member from each town in the district to participate in a 

meeting to select a collective bargaining representative. Stan motioned to 
appoint Brian Keir as the representative from Bernardston. Bob seconded and 
the motion passed unanimously. 
 

Old Business: 
Cushman Library reopening plan 

Two Cushman Library trustees, Brandon Grover and Lucy Damkoehler, 

appeared before the Selectboard. The Selectboard considered a plan submitted 
on behalf of the trustees by Karen Stinchfield for the reopening of Cushman 

Library. Brian motioned to accept the proposal as written. Stan seconded and 
the motion passed unanimously.  
 

Fire Station project updates 
Bob mentioned the pending demolition of the house at 12 Church Street. He 

said that all utility letters have been received and forwarded to Associated. He 
expects the asbestos abatement to be done soon. As of 11am on September 
22nd, two responses were received for the project designer RFQ. Stan asked 

that the materials be distributed as soon as possible. 
 
Other Business: 

Bob mentioned that he spoke to someone at the jail who told him not to expect 
a painting crew this year. 

 
He then discussed the furnace cleaning at BES. He confirmed that Jamrog 
HVAC has been working for the town and has resolved many issues with the 

system at BES. Bob then said that he was informed by Interim Superintendent 
Patricia Kinsella that the district awarded their contract to BG Mechanical of 

Chicopee. Bob was concerned that with many different hands in the system 
that there could be problems once again. He pondered if Jamrog could 
continue to do all the work on the BES furnace if the town would pay the 

difference between Jamrog’s price and BG’s. Stan asked who would be 
responsible if the furnace completely died. Both Bob and Brian responded that 
it would be the town’s responsibility. Stan replied logically that the furnace is 

ours; we should be able to service it as we see fit. Bob said that he would follow 
up with Ms. Kinsella and tell her that nobody should touch the furnace until 

after the next Selectboard meeting. 
(continued next page) 



Page 3 of 3 

 

 
 
Selectboard Meeting Minutes 

September 22, 2021 

(continued) 
Bob asked about heat at the Senior Center, noting that he would be out of 
town for two weeks. Stan thought it would be a good idea to make sure the 

heat was on at the Center before Bob leaves. 
 
Next, Bob brought up the Fox Hill solar PILOT document. He was satisfied with 

it as presented. He suggested sending it along to Town Counsel before sending 
it to Joe Shanahan. 

 
The Selectboard received two employee Time Off requests. Brian motioned to 
approve both of them. Stan seconded and the motion to approve passed 

unanimously. Bob commented that the requests were received in a timely 
manner. 

 
Town Coordinator Report: 
The Town Coordinator recognized Emergency Management Director Peter 

Shedd’s effective use of the CodeRED system the previous day. Peter used the 
system to notify residents in the Hoe Shop Road area of a police pursuit. He 
followed up later in the day with an update and finally in the late afternoon to 

give the all clear. He then mentioned ongoing negotiations with Comcast. 
Attorney Solomon has recommended issuing a friendly preliminary denial 

based on the closed Customer Service Center in Greenfield. A tentative date for 
a public hearing would be at the next Selectboard meeting; October 6th at 
6:05pm. Attorney Solomon said that the goal is to not have to hold that 

hearing. He’s advising granting a six month extension to the current license in 
good faith, preserving both side’s rights. Next, he discussed current committee 
openings in town and how vital public participation is for the committees. 

Finally, he presented the compactor restriction policy as requested at the 
previous meeting. Stan motioned to accept the policy. Brian seconded and the 

motion passed unanimously. 
 
With no further business to discuss, Stan made a motion to adjourn at 

6:45pm. Brian seconded. The motion passed 3-0 and the meeting adjourned. 

 
Attest: Louis Bordeaux, Town Coordinator  
 
 

__________________, Chairman    ___________________      _______________________ 

Robert R. Raymond            Brian J. Keir                Stanley D. Garland      


