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Town of Bernardston 

Selectboard Meeting Minutes 

 
Board Members 

Brian J. Keir            Robert R. Raymond, Chairman       Stanley D. Garland 
 

Minutes for the meeting of August 11, 2021 

Meeting held at Town Hall, 38 Church St, Bernardston, MA 01337. 
 

Selectboard Members Present:         Others Present:   
Bob Raymond       Jane Dutcher 

Brian Keir        others per sign in sheet 
Stan Garland         
           

Bob called the meeting to order at 6:00pm. He said that BNC-TV was providing 

live coverage of the meeting on television and on their Facebook page and 
replays of the meeting would later be available on the internet. 
 

Warrants 

Brian made a motion to approve the Payroll Warrant in the amount of 
$44,113.74. Stan seconded and the motion was approved unanimously.  

 
Brian then motioned to approve the Vendor Warrant in the amount of 
$44,252.82. Stan seconded and the motion was approved unanimously 

 
Minutes 

Brian made a motion to approve the minutes of the Regular Meeting of July 28, 

2021. Stan seconded and that motion passed 3-0. 
 

Calendar & Announcements 

Bob read the Calendar and Announcements as appear on the attached agenda. 
 

Appointments: 
6:05pm – Mark Duprey 

Local farmer Mark Duprey appeared before the Selectboard to seek permission 
to graze his sheep at Pratt Field. After discussing his lengthy experience he 
described his plan to utilize the field in sections, on a rotating basis. Brian 

made a motion to allow Mr. Duprey to use Pratt Field for grazing his sheep for 
no fee and with the understanding that town activities at Pratt Field take 
precedence. He’s also to provide the Town Coordinator with information 

regarding the use of the field. Stan seconded and the motion passed 3-0. 
 

(continued next page) 
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Selectboard Meeting Minutes 

August 11, 2021 

(continued) 
New Business 
FRCOG FY22 contracts:  
Bob briefly discussed the FY22 contracts for FRCOG services. Stan motioned to 

approve of and sign the contracts. Brian seconded. The motion passed 
unanimously and the contracts were signed. Brian then motioned to approve 
and sign the FCCIP contract for inspection services. Stan seconded and the 

contracts were approved and signed. Finally, Brian motioned to sign the MOU 
for the FRCOG accounting services. Stan seconded and the contracts were 

approved and signed. 
  

FRTA Advisory Board appointment:  
Brian motioned to appoint Hayley Bolton as Bernardston’s FRTA Advisory 

Board member. Stan seconded and the motion passed unanimously. 
 
Requirement for Time Off Requests: 

Bob mentioned that all too often employees are taking time off without 
notifying the Selectboard in advance. Stan agreed with Bob’s points. The 

Board, by consensus, agreed to send a memo out to all town employees 
reminding them of advance notice for time off requests. 
 

Old Business: 
Special Town Meeting Warrant: 

Bob expressed concern regarding date and location for the upcoming Special 
Town Meeting. He said that he will reach out to Kelly Carriere on Thursday 
August 12th. He’s optimistic that the meeting will be held in the gymnasium at 

BES on September 15th at 7pm. Board members read through the draft of the 
warrant, agreeing that Article 1 needs a specific dollar amount; Article 2 should 
ask to transfer the $5,000 to the Renovate/Construct Town Buildings account. 

Lastly, Brian made a motion for Article 3 to read that the town should raise 
and appropriate $130,000. Stan seconded and the motion passed 3-0. 

 
Fire Station Update: 
Bob said that he wanted to follow up with Brian Miner regarding the oil tanks 

at 12 Church Street. He asked the Board members if they were content to 
engage Associate Building Wreckers for the asbestos work at 12 Church Street. 

Brian motioned to engage Associated Building Wreckers of Springfield to abate 
the asbestos and demolish the building, as agreed. Stan seconded and the 
motion passed unanimously. 

 
Other Business: 
Bob spoke briefly about a document provided by John Lepore regarding seed 

funding for MVP grant projects. That will be an agenda item at the August 25th 
meeting. He also said that he spoke with Joe Shanahan briefly about Fox Hill 

Road solar’s possible PILOT agreement. 
(continued next page) 
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August 11, 2021 

(continued) 
 
Town Coordinator Report: 
The Town Coordinator spoke about cannabis hosting agreements that he had 

gathered from around the Commonwealth. All in all, he had collected 31 and 
gave the Board members 8 as a sampling of the ways different communities 
have created retail host agreements. He commented that the previous Friday 

was custodian Bob Smith’s first week of “deep cleaning” in Town Hall. Smith 
took extra time to make sure that the Selectboard office was thoroughly 

cleaned. Overall, the Town Coordinator was quite pleased with Bob’s work. The 
report closed with a mention of the attempt to control the rodent population at 
the Transfer Station. Brian Miner confirmed that as of August 9th, the 

relocation of traps has resulted in the capture of nine of the varmints. 
 

Finally, Bob brought up the current email with Jamrog regarding more work at 
BES. Bob is concerned about the projects being completed because school is 
scheduled to open on September 1st. He said that Kevin Seaman ordered a new 

hot water tank. The tank is at Pioneer and will need to be transported to BES. 
 
With no further business to discuss, Brian made a motion to adjourn at 

7:02pm. Stan seconded. The motion passed 3-0 and the meeting adjourned. 

 
Attest: Louis Bordeaux, Town Coordinator  
 
 

__________________, Chairman    ___________________      _______________________ 

Robert R. Raymond            Brian J. Keir                Stanley D. Garland      

 
 


