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Town of Bernardston 

Selectboard Meeting Minutes 

 
Board Members 

Brian J. Keir            Robert R. Raymond, Chairman       Stanley D. Garland 
 

Minutes for the meeting of July 14, 2021 

Meeting held at Town Hall, 38 Church St, Bernardston, MA 01337. 
 

Selectboard Members Present:          Others Present:   
Bob Raymond        Jane Dutcher 

Brian Keir          

Stan Garland         
           

Bob called the meeting to order at 6:00pm.  
 

Warrants 

There were four separate warrants presented for approval: 
FY21 Payroll: $24,817.97 

FY22 Payroll: $41,056.30 
FY21 Vendor: $38,173.84 

FY22 Vendor: $75,260.25 
Each of the warrants was individually motioned for approval by Brian and 
seconded by Stan. Each of the votes was unanimous in favor. Bob mentioned 

that the amount for the FY22 Vendor warrant was high due to the annual 
insurance payment to MIAA of $46,291 and the FRCOG quarterly assessment 
of $18.075. 

 
Minutes 

Stan made a motion to approve the minutes of the Regular Meeting of June 16, 
2021. Bob seconded and the vote passed 2-0, as Brian was absent from that 
meeting. Then, Brian made a motion to approve the minutes of the Regular 

Meeting of June 30, 2021. Stan seconded and that motion passed 2-0 as Bob 
was not present at that meeting. Finally, Brian motioned to approve the 

minutes of the Special Meeting (Open Session) of July 12, 2021. Stan seconded 
and that motion passed 3-0. 
 

Calendar & Announcements 

Bob read the Calendar and Announcements as appear on the attached agenda. 
 
 
(continued next page) 
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Selectboard Meeting Minutes 

July 14, 2021 

(continued) 
 

New Business  

COA Appointments:  
Bob read the annual appointees for the Council on Aging as provided by the 

Town Clerk. Brian motion to appoint, Stan seconded and the motion was 
unanimously approved. 
 

Special Town Meeting planning: 
The new fiscal year has presented some potential items that would need to be 

voted on at a Town Meeting. Brian pointed out that a Special Town Meeting 
should take place before the tax rate is set. Stan mentioned that the Senior 
Center Director’s hours have increased and that would need to be addressed 

for payroll concerns. The consensus agreement is to hold a Special Town 
Meeting on Wednesday September 8, 2021 at 7:00pm at a location that is yet 

to be determined. 
 
Old Business: 

BES Glycol update: 
Bob spoke about the purging of the heating system at BES and the detailed 
operation to remove the old glycol in an environmentally friendly manner. He 

described the method of cleaning the system and that Jamrog is scheduled to 
put 600 gallons of new glycol in the heating system on July 15th. Bob said that 

Jamrog will provide an annual report on the system to the Selectboard. 
 
Fire Station Update: 

Ken and Nancy Bordewieck submitted an email expressing concern for the 
drainage at the proposed fire station. Architect Brian DeVriese has engaged 
licensed experts to draft the plans that will be submitted to Massachusetts 

DEP. Stan suggested that Ken and Nancy be invited to attend a future meeting 
when the plans are further discussed. Bob added that he received the asbestos 

survey for the house at 12 Church Street. At first glance it didn’t appear that 
there was an excessive amount of asbestos components in the house. The 
Board members then discussed the OPM RFQ process. Stan said that Andrea 

Woods from the FRCOG had done a good job in organizing the process. The 
Fire Station Building Committee will meet on July 19th to review the RFQ’s and 

create a short list of candidates.  
 
Other Business: 

Bob said that the Fire & Water District is trying very hard to get the new water 
meters installed. He stressed that the District might have to shut off user’s 
water if they don’t have the new meter installed. He said that the company that 

installs the meters has to have a minimum number to install on a given day 
and that dictates the schedule. 

 
(continued next page) 
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Selectboard Meeting Minutes 

July 14, 2021 

(continued) 
 

Bob mentioned that he was contacted by a senior citizen who was concerned 
about a mailing received from the Senior Center. Jane Dutcher spoke up, 
saying that she was the citizen who reached out to Bob. Jane expressed 

concern with waivers that were sent out without a cover letter to explain what 
the document was and why it was being sent out. She questioned the legality of 
the forms. Stan suggested that the waiver forms be made available at the 

Senior Center on the day of the Grand Reopening. 
 

Next, Stan motioned for the Selectboard to pay the annual dues of the Finance 
Committee. Brian seconded the motion, which passed unanimously. 
 

Highway Superintendent Brian Miner submitted data (attached to these 
minutes) regarding needed repairs to one of the highway trucks. He also 

proposed the potential purchase of a used truck for the department. The Board 
tabled the item based on the unknown cost of repairs. Miner had also 
requested permission to pour a concrete pad at the Transfer Station for the 

second bulky bin. Currently the bin is staged in sand and is difficult to move. 
Brian Keir made a motion to allow Brian Miner to get the pad poured, so long 
as it remains within his budget. Stan seconded and the motion passed 3-0. 

 
A brief update was given on the progress of the new attendants’ shed. Bob 

them mentioned a concern with vermin. He asked if the Board would be 
interested in getting an estimate from an exterminator. Members agreed by 
consensus.  

 
Town Coordinator Report: 
The Town Coordinator spoke briefly about the ongoing negotiations with 

Comcast. He reiterated his confidence in Attorney Solomon’s work on behalf of 
the town. 

 
With no further business to discuss, Brian made a motion to adjourn @ 
6:42pm. Stan seconded. The motion passed 3-0 and the meeting adjourned. 

 
Attest: Louis Bordeaux, Town Coordinator  

 
 
__________________, Chairman    ___________________      _______________________ 

Robert R. Raymond            Brian J. Keir                Stanley D. Garland      
 

 


