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Town of Bernardston 

Selectboard Meeting Minutes 

 
Board Members 

Brian J. Keir            Robert R. Raymond, Chairman      Stanley D. Garland 

 

Minutes for the meeting of June 16, 2021 

Meeting held at Town Hall, 38 Church St, Bernardston, MA 01337. 
 
Selectboard Members Present:         Others Present:   

Bob Raymond        Jane Dutcher 

Stan Garland             others per sign in log 

 

Bob Raymond called the meeting to order at 6:01pm. He said that BNC-TV was 
providing live coverage of the meeting both on their cable channel and also by 
live streaming on their Facebook page. Replays of the meeting would later be 

available on the internet.  
 

Payroll: Stan made a motion to approve the Payroll Warrant in the amount of: 
$43,733.17. Bob seconded the motion which passed 2-0. 
 

Vendor: Stan then motioned to approve the Vendor Warrant in the amount of 
$122,957.17. Bob seconded the motion. Before voting on the motion, Stan 
pointed out a payment to ATG, the company from whom the town purchased 

the new Freightliner truck. Stan said that he felt any work on a new truck 
should be covered under the warranty. Thus, he asked to not make the 

payment until more research on the charge could be made. Stan amended the 
motion to approve for the Vendor Warrant to $121,317.54. Bob seconded the 
amended amount. The amended amount passed 2-0 and the vote to approve 

the Vendor Warrant was approved 2-0. The larger than usual warrant was due 
to the new emergency radios for the fire department. 
  

Minutes   
Stan made a motion to approve the minutes of the Regular Meeting of June 2, 
2021. Bob seconded the motion which passed 2-0. 
 

Calendar & Announcements 

Bob read the Calendar & Announcements as they appear on the attached 
agenda. 
 

 
(continued next page) 
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Selectboard Meeting Minutes 

June 16, 2021 

(continued) 
 

Appointments 

6:05 – FRCOG/CPHS – Randy Crochier 

Randy was present to have the CPHS MOU extension signed. That enables the 

CPHS to have additional staff for contact tracing as well as other responses to 
the COVID-19 pandemic. Randy pointed out that Bernardston has had 58 
positive cases of the virus. Bob read the amendment for the MOU. Stan 

motioned to approve the amendment and for Bob to sign it. Bob seconded; the 
vote passed 2-0 and Bob signed the amendment. 

 
6:10 – Cushman Hall Committee 

Bob discussed the new Cushman Park usage form. Brandon Grover said that 

it’s effective for park usage scheduling. Karen Fitzpatrick reviewed the 
committee’s recent meeting minutes (attached to these minutes). The 

discussion then turned to tree plantings and donations. The question was 
posed that if someone donates a tree, can they hire their own installer? Stan 
responded by saying that it would remain up to the Tree Warden; if the Tree 

Warden approves it, the Selectboard would be in agreement with his decision. 
Brandon brought up the question about a magnolia tree being planted in honor 
of Bud Foster. He said that the Selectboard would have to approve the 

expenditure. Stan made a motion to allow the Cushman Hall Committee to 
move forward with planting a magnolia tree in honor of Frank “Bud” Foster. 

Bob seconded and the motion passed 2-0. With the Marine Corps League’s next 
chicken barbeque planned for the following Sunday, the location of the cooker 
was discussed as well as potential location of a portapotty (Sani-can). Randy 

said that the Sani-Can is not a requirement for a food permit, but it was a good 
idea to have one. The location for placement was discussed, with the best 
choice being along the back side of the park. 

 
6:30 – COA Director Hayley Bolton 

Hayley introduced the Board to Nour Elkhattaby Strauch from LifePath. Nour 
gave a brief presentation about Bernardston becoming a certified “Age Friendly 
Community”. Nour said that in the United States, the program is administered 

by AARP. Locally, LifePath is the backbone organization. There is no cost 
involved for the town to become part of the program. After the presentation, 

Stan motioned to issue a letter, as provided, to declare Bernardston as an Age 
Friendly Community. Bob seconded and the motion passed 2-0. After that, 
Hayley discussed potential additions to the security system at the Senior 

Center. Ultimately, Stan motioned to make improvements to the system at a 
cost not to exceed $1,075. Bob seconded and the motion passed 2-0. 
 

New Business 

Solid Waste District – Hauling and Disposal MOU for FY22 

The cost for hauling and disposal of trash and bulky waste was provided by the 
Solid Waste District.  
(continued next page) 



Page 3 of 4 

 

 
Selectboard Meeting Minutes 

June 16, 2021 

(continued) 
 
Jane questioned if the amounts presented were the same as the estimates that 
had been given to the Finance Committee during budget season. After finding 

the amounts to be correct, Stan motioned to sign the MOU. Bob seconded, the 
motion passed and the MOU was signed. 
 

Employee Time-off Request 
Bob motioned to approve the request. Stan seconded; motion passed 2-0. 

 
Old Business: 
Fire and Water Bills 

Bob read an email from Sherry Deane, Fire and Water District billing clerk. 
Sherry inquired about payment of outstanding water bills for 11 Hales Crossing 

and 12 Church Street. Previously, the Board voted to not pay the bills. Given 
the fact that 11 Hales Crossing sold at the recent auction and 12 Church 
Street will be demolished soon, Stan made a motion to pay the 11 Hales 

Crossing bill in the amount of $760.26. Bob seconded and the motion passed 
2-0. Then he made another motion, this time to pay the outstanding bill of $30 
for 12 Church Street. Bob seconded and that motion passed 2-0. 

 
Cushman Library reopening plan 

Bob and Stan reviewed the detailed reopening plan that was submitted by 
Cushman Library Director Karen Stinchfield. Stan motioned to approve the 
plan, with the operation being reviewed in August. Bob seconded and the 

motion passed 2-0. 
 
BES Glycol situation: 

Bob reported that the Town Coordinator has applied for an EPA number. The 
Town Coordinator confirmed that there had been difficulty in verification of his 

signature and that a paper copy was mailed to Mass DEP in Boston. Given that 
delay, Clean Harbors was still not scheduled for the glycol removal at BES. 
 

12 Church Street status 
Bob recommended contracting with Associated Building Wreckers to perform 

the needed asbestos survey at 12 Church Street for $1,200. Stan motioned to 
hire Associated for $1,200 to do the asbestos survey. Bob seconded and the 
motion passed 2-0. 

 
Bernardston State of Emergency 
Bob spoke about the Governor of the Commonwealth rescinding the 

Commonwealth’s State of Emergency on June 15th. Stan motioned to end 
Bernardston’s State of Emergency. Bob seconded and the motion passed 2-0. 

 
(continued next page) 
 



Page 4 of 4 

 

Selectboard Meeting Minutes 

June 16, 2021 

(continued) 
 

Other Business: 
Stan reminded everyone that Town Hall is scheduled to reopen to the public on 
Tuesday July 6, 2021. He asked that a memo be sent to all departments, 

advising them of the pending reopening. 
 
He then mentioned that the Northfield Police Chief is retiring. Stan said that he 

spoke to the Northfield Selectboard Chairman, inquiring about the potential for 
sharing services. Stan was told that Northfield is not interested in such an 

arrangement, that their intent is to hire an interim chief from within the 
department and use a consulting firm to advertise the position and hire from 
the outside. 

 
Town Coordinator Report 

Due to the length of the meeting, the Town Coordinator deferred his time back 
to the Chairman. 
 

With no further business to be discussed, Stan made a motion to adjourn the 
meeting at 7:54pm. Bob seconded. Meeting adjourned. 
 

Attest: Louis Bordeaux, Town Coordinator  
 

 
__________________, Chairman    ___________________      _______________________ 

Robert R. Raymond             Brian J. Keir                Stanley D. Garland    


