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Town of Bernardston 

Selectboard Meeting Minutes 

 
Board Members 

Brian J. Keir            Robert R. Raymond, Chairman      Stanley D. Garland 

 

Minutes for the meeting of June 2, 2021 

Meeting held at Town Hall, 38 Church St, Bernardston, MA 01337. 
 
Selectboard Members Present:          Others Present:   

Bob Raymond         Jane Dutcher 

Brian Keir  

Stan Garland               
 

Bob Raymond called the meeting to order at 6:00pm. He said that BNC-TV was 
providing live coverage of the meeting both on their cable channel and also by 

live streaming on their Facebook page. Replays of the meeting would later be 
available on the internet.  

 
Payroll: Bob entertained a motion to accept the Payroll Warrant in the amount 
of $44,537.81. Brian motioned to approve and Stan seconded. The motion was 

approved 3-0. 
 
Vendor: Next, Bob asked for a motion to accept the Vendor Warrant in the 

amount of $687,657.69. Brian motioned to approve and Stan seconded. The 
motion was approved 3-0. 

  
Minutes   
Then, Bob asked for a motion to approve the minutes of the Regular Meeting of 

May 19, 2021. Brian motioned to approve and Stan seconded. The motion was 
approved 3-0. 
 

Calendar & Announcements 

Bob read the Calendar & Announcements as they appear on the attached 
agenda. 
 

New Business 

BES Glycol situation: 
Bob reported that there have been three areas in the BES heating system that 

are leaking glycol. One, in the gym. Two, in the teacher’s office in the gym. 
Three, a leak at a seal in the boiler room.  

 
(continued next page) 
 



Page 2 of 3 

 

Selectboard Meeting Minutes 

June 2, 2021 

(continued) 
 

Bob added that due to the emergency nature of these repairs that he asked 
Jamrog to provide an estimate to remedy the situation. He said that because 
the Commonwealth considers glycol a hazardous material, there has to be a 

licensed hazmat contractor to purge the system. All told, the estimate to purge 
and replace the glycol was $48,500. Brian expressed deep concern with the 
district’s maintenance efforts. Stan agreed with Brian and suggested engaging 

Jamrog to complete the repairs and make sure it’s done properly. Brian 
suggests that Leyden should contribute to the cost of the repairs based on no 

capital expenditures to the town of Leyden. Stan motioned to hire Jamrog to 
repair, clean the system, replace the glycol and conduct annual maintenance 
on the system. Bob seconded for discussion. Jane suggested putting some 

money away annually, as is done with the Assessor’s office or triennial audit. 
Brian mentioned that the district should contribute to the exorbitant cost of 

repairs. Brian, Jane and Stan all expressed their disappointment with the 
district’s maintenance of our building. Bob then called the vote on Stan’s 
motion, which passed unanimously. 

 
Cushman Library new hires: 
Bob read a letter that was provided by Library Director Karen Stinchfield 

(attached to these minutes). Karen advised the Selectboard that she has hired a 
new Assistant Librarian and three new Library Assistants. Brian made a 

motion to hire and appoint all four candidates. Stan seconded and the motion 
passed unanimously. 
 

Old Business: 
Fish & Wildlife Land Purchase: 
After receiving the approval of Town Meeting, the Board was presented with 

paperwork from MA Fish & Wildlife to complete the state’s purchase of a 
landlocked parcel between Bald Mountain Road and Huckle Hill Road. All votes 

on the purchase were previously taken, so all documents were signed by the 
Selectboard members. 
 

Cushman Park Trees: 
Bob reviewed the background behind the Cushman Park tree situation. He said 

that some groups have come forward and would like to make donations 
towards the purchase and planting of new replacement trees. Stan made a 
motion to spend $1,000 from the Selectboard expense account for a tree to 

honor all past Selectboard members. Brian seconded and the vote passed 3-0. 
While discussing Cushman Park, Bob mentioned that he thought the Cushman 
Hall Committee should be the people in charge of park usage. He asked if a 

form could be made to keep requests organized. Approved requests then come 
back to the Selectboard as a courtesy. The Board agreed by consensus to move 

forward with a system that employs a form and approval by the Cushman Hall 
Committee. 
(continued next page) 
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(continued) 
Fire Station: 
Stan had a contract from the FRCOG to streamline the RFQ/RFP process for 
hiring a Project Manager for the new fire station. (Copy attached to these 

minutes) 
Brian made a motion to sign the contract with the FRCOG. Stan seconded. The 
vote passed unanimously. The Selectboard members then signed the contract. 

Stan then added that architect Brian DeVriese has a wetlands expert to work 
on completing the project Notice of Intent. He also said that he spoke with 

Town Counsel, inquiring about the necessity of putting the engineering plans 
out to bid or if DeVriese can make those plans because he’s already well 
informed on the project. The discussion then turned to the demolition of the 

house at 12 Church Street. Bob had bids in hand from two demolition 
companies. He read the bid from Associated Building Wreckers in detail 

(attached to these minutes). There was concern about a $1,200 asbestos survey 
fee. Stan suggested tabling the demolition bid discussion until more 
information became available.  

 
Tax Title Auction results: 
Bob read the bid results from the Tax Title auction that was held on May 18th 

(attached to these minutes). 
 

Other Business: 
Stan said that he would like to see Town Hall reopened. He made a motion to 
reopen Town Hall on July 6, 2021 with masks still required. Brian seconded 

and the motion passed unanimously. 
 
Town Coordinator Report 

The Town Coordinator gratefully acknowledged a donation of $300 made to the 
Flag Replacement account in honor of the memory of:  

Myron E. Barber, Merchant Marine, WW I 
Stephen G. Barber, Army, WW 2 
Leland M. Barber, Navy, WW 2 

Perry A. Barber, Air Force, Korean Conflict 
Ervin L. Barber, Marines & Army, Korean Conflict 

Louie A. Barber, Army Pilot, Vietnam 
Daniel F. P. Barber, Air Force, Vietnam 

 

With no further business to be discussed, Stan made a motion to adjourn the 
meeting at 7:37pm. Brian seconded. Meeting adjourned. 
 

Attest: Louis Bordeaux, Town Coordinator  
 

 
__________________, Chairman    ___________________      _______________________ 

Robert R. Raymond             Brian J. Keir                Stanley D. Garland    


