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Board Members 

Brian J. Keir            Stanley D. Garland, Chairman      Robert R. Raymond 

 

Minutes for the special meeting of April 14, 2021 

Meeting held at Town Hall, 38 Church St, Bernardston, MA 01337. 
 
Selectboard Members Present:             Finance Committee:   

Stan Garland            Jane Dutcher 

Brian Keir                                                               Brian Hervieux  

Bob Raymond           Jody Coleman 

 
Chairman Stan Garland called the Selectboard meeting to order at 6:00pm.  

 
Stan said that he would set aside 20 minutes for school financial discussion. 

Jane asked if Stan had any updates on Chapter 70 changes. Stan replied that 
there’s no new information available at this time. Stan then referred to some 
figures from the most recent School Committee meeting. He concluded that 

they’ve increased potential spending by $87,000 and haven’t asked for 
additional funding.  He suggested that by doing this they could add the much 
discussed world languages program without increasing the overall budget. He 

feels that if there’s enough fat in the budget to cover a world language program, 
that the budget should be reduced. 

 
Bob questioned the methods of Charter School funding. The discussion then 
moved to transportation of school choice students. Jane pondered if inviting 

Superintendent Scagel and Finance Director Gaylord in to address the 
Selectboard and Finance Committee. Stan objected to that, feeling that it 

wouldn’t be productive. 
 
Stan asked a general question wondering how does the town explain the 

increase to taxpayers. Brian said that however the district spins it that it’s a 
$173,000 increase to Bernardston. Their claim of only $17,000 was based on 
the budget from two years ago. Stan expressed concern with the guaranteed 

transportation funding which is included in administrative contracts.  
 

Brian said that he would not be voting to support the budget. Stan echoed 
Brian’s concern with how the numbers have been presented. Concern was 
expressed for numbers being moved from item to item that are not giving a 

clear picture of the budget. Stan called for final comments on the school 
budget. Bob wrapped up the topic by saying that he has emailed 

Superintendent Scagel and Finance Director Gaylord and has not gotten any 
good answers to his questions. 
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Upon Jody Coleman’s arrival, Jane called the Finance Committee to order at 
6:31pm. 
Jane wanted clarification for the “Recommended” and “Requested” budget 

columns for the Annual Town Meeting warrant. Brian suggested leaving the 
“Recommended” column blank for the school budget table. Brian asked Bob if 
he wants to make a motion to insert a number for the school budget into the 

warrant. Bob did not make a motion. He instead replied that he would vote to 
agree with the PVRSD increase of $173,000. Stan said that although he didn’t 

like to make motions as Chairman, that he would make a motion to include the 
district’s requested number in the “Requested” column and leave the 
“Recommended” column blank. Brian Hervieux seconded Stan’s motion. With 

the floor open for discussion, Jane suggests using the FY21 number as 
“Recommended”. Brian Keir agreed with Jane. Bob said that would mean they 

would have to run on a 1/12 budget which he felt would ultimately bankrupt 
the district. The vote was called and passed 4-2. In favor: Coleman, Dutcher, 
Garland and Keir. Opposed: Raymond and Hervieux. 

 
At this point, the warrant started to be analyzed. Each article was read from 
the first draft of the Annual Town Meeting warrant. In Article 8, Bob detected 

an error in the accompanying Table IV. While the basis of the error was sought, 
two separate Selectboard items were discussed. 

 
Brian Keir made a motion to appoint Treasurer Susan Bobe as Tax Title 
Custodian in advance of the upcoming Tax Title Property Auction. Bob 

seconded and the motion passed 3-0 by the Selectboard. 
 
Stan then mentioned Tim McCrory’s request to use Cushman Park for the 

Marine Corps League chicken barbecue on Memorial Day. Brian motioned to 
allow the use with the understanding that they need to clean the park and 

contact health agent Randy Crochier in advance. Bob seconded and the motion 
passed 3-0 by the Selectboard. 
 

The Table IV error was resolved and the remainder of the warrant was read 
with only typographic errors to be corrected in subsequent drafts of the 

warrant. 
 
With no further business to be discussed, Brian motioned to adjourn the 

Selectboard meeting at 8:37pm. Bob seconded and the meeting adjourned. 
 
Attest: Louis Bordeaux, Town Coordinator  

 
 

__________________, Chairman    ___________________      _______________________ 

Stanley D. Garland            Brian J. Keir                Robert R. Raymond     


