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Town of Bernardston 

Selectboard Meeting Minutes 

 
Board Members 

Brian J. Keir            Stanley D. Garland, Chairman      Robert R. Raymond 
 

Minutes for the meeting of April 7, 2021 

Meeting held at Town Hall, 38 Church St, Bernardston, MA 01337. 
 
Selectboard Members Present:          Others Present:   

Stan Garland         Jane Dutcher 

Brian Keir                                                                  Chris Wysk 

Bob Raymond        Brad Bordewieck 
          Brian Miner  
        

Stan called the meeting to order at 6:00pm. He said that BNC-TV was providing 

live coverage of the meeting on television and on their Facebook page and 
replays of the meeting would later be available on the internet.  
 

Warrants 

Brian made a motion to approve the Payroll Warrant in the amount of 
$38,742.74. Bob seconded and the motion passed unanimously. Brian then 

made a motion to approve the Vendor Warrant in the amount of $596,702.95. 
The larger than usual amount was due to PVRSD assessment of $562,808). 
Bob seconded and the motion passed unanimously. 

 
Minutes 

Brian made a motion to approve the Regular Meeting minutes of March 24, 
2021. Bob seconded and the motion passed unanimously.  
 
Calendar & Announcements 

Stan read the announcements as indicated on the attached agenda. 

 
New Business 
Annual Town Meeting 

Stan introduced the topic and recommended that the upcoming Annual Town 
Meeting be held in the meeting/banquet area at The Farm Table. He said that 
there is ample parking and we wouldn’t be on a tight timetable to clean and 

sanitize the school in preparation for classes the following day. Brian motioned 
to conduct the Annual Town Meeting and Fire Station meeting on May 5 and 

May 6, 2021 at Kringle Candle’s Farm Table. Bob seconded. The motion passed 
unanimously. 
 

 (continued next page) 



Page 2 of 4 

 

 
(continued from previous page) 
Selectboard Meeting Minutes 
April 7, 2021 
Next, Stan said that he wasn’t sure if there would be enough time to take a fire 
station vote on May 5th. He recommended having most of the town’s business 
conducted at the May 5th session and reserving May 6th exclusively for fire 

station discussion and a vote. Town Clerk Chris Wysk asked if May 6th would 
be a continuation of the actual Annual Town Meeting. Brian responded that 
yes, it would be. Stan mentioned the meetings that would lead up to the 

Annual Town Meeting and Town Election. As was the case in 2020, he let the 
viewers know that all of the town’s business will be conducted transparently 

and the Selectboard will make the effort to get information into the hands of 
the public in a timely manner. After a brief discussion, it was agreed to 
conduct the remote Fire Station informational session on Monday April 19th at 

6:00pm. He said that both nights of the Town Meeting would start at 7:00pm. 
 

Annual Town Election 
Stan asked Chris Wysk what her preference would be for the Town Election 
hours. Chris said that eight hours, from 11:00am to 7:00pm would be fine. Bob 

and Brian agreed with Chris. Based on the Board’s consensus, the Town 
Election will be held on Monday May 10th from 11:00am to 7:00pm at Town 
Hall. 

 
Bernardston – Single Precinct Town 

Stan read from an email that was submitted by the MA Secretary of State’s 
Census Division. The email claimed that a Selectboard vote was required to 
keep towns of fewer than 6,199 residents as a single precinct town. Brian made 

a motion to keep Bernardston a one precinct town. Bob seconded and the 
motion passed unanimously. 
 

Tree Warden – request to appoint 
Brad Bordewieck was invited to speak about the qualifications of Brendan Kelly 

who has applied to work for the Tree Warden. Brian made a motion to hire 
Brendan Kelly at a rate of $16/hour. Bob seconded and the motion passed 
unanimously. 

 
Pratt Field parking request 

Brian Keir submitted a request to use the area of Pratt Field that is used for 
parking for the Gas Engine Show as parking for wedding guests on June 12, 
2021. Bob motioned to allow the use. Stan seconded and the motion passed 2-

0, with Brian abstaining. 
 
Employee time off request 

The Board reviewed an employee’s request for time off. Brian made a motion to 
approve the request. Bob seconded and the motion passed unanimously. 
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Old Business 

Charity Farm Lot – reseeding project 
Stan read from an email sent by John Lepore which requested funding a 

volunteer led reseeding project at the Charity Farm Lot to help prevent erosion. 
Brian motioned to approve the request of up to $800.00 in materials for the 
project. Bob seconded. Stan clarified that the money should be spent out of the 

Charity Farm fund, at which time the vote was unanimously approved. 
 

Cushman Park trees 
Stan recognized Bob to speak about the tree situation in Cushman Park. Bob 
provided a sketch of the trees that have been discussed for removal. Tree 

Warden Bradley Bordewieck and Highway Superintendent Brian Miner offered 
suggestions on the method that would be best for removal as well as areas of 

the park where replacement trees could be planted. It was decided that this is a 
subject that will continue to be discussed with the Cushman Hall Committee. 
 

Other Business: 
PI Trustees 
With Dick Nelson’s recent resignation, Lou Atherton had questions regarding 

filling the vacancy. Stan said that they didn’t have to wait until 2022. During 
the discussion, Ms. Atherton called to let the Selectboard know that Ken 

Bordewieck and Pat Grover are will to act as co-chairs of the Trustees. 
 
Street Entrance Permit 

An application for a street entrance was received from Paul Laude for 44 Gill 
Road. Highway Superintendent Brian Miner reviewed the site and approved the 
application. Brian Keir motion to grant the permit. Bob seconded and the 

motion passed unanimously. 
 

Warrant Article 
Stan said that he felt the current practice of taking elected office immediately 
following the annual election put extra pressure on newly elected people and 

he’d like to see an elected term commence on July 1st following town elections 
to coincide with the town’s fiscal year. Brian made a motion to draft an article 

for the Annual Town Meeting Warrant which would have an elected term 
commence on July 1st and end on June 30th effective immediately. Bob 
seconded and the motion passed 3-0. 

 
Town Coordinator Report 

The Town Coordinator described a conversation with Cassie Tragert, who is 

interested in serving the town as a Conservation Agent. Ms. Tragert currently 
serves two other towns on a part time basis. She has been made aware of some 

current requests of the Conservation Commission and expressed interest in 
taking on those tasks for Bernardston. 
(continued next page) 
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He asked for the Board’s support in continuing the conversation with Ms. 

Tragert. Brian motioned for the Town Coordinator to continue the conversation 
with Ms. Tragert. Bob seconded and the motion passed 3-0. 
Next, the issue of the street flags came up. The Marine Corps League had been 

placing the flags in town and has informed the office that they will be unable to 
do so now and in the foreseeable future. They have asked that the town come 
and pick up the flags on Saturday April 10th at 10am. 

The Town Coordinator had a long conversation with Carolyn Shores Ness 
regarding the recent option to opt out of mosquito spraying. Carolyn advised 

that Deerfield, where she is a Selectboard member, will not be opting out of the 
mandatory spraying program. The reasoning was that because it’s been so dry, 
the larva won’t be hatching in big numbers this year. Also, if a town was to opt 

out and DPH declared a health emergency, then the town could be forced to 
pay for spraying. By not opting out, the onus remains on the state to pay for 

these costs. The mosquito district has sought further information from the 
MDAR counsel for clarification of the Governor’s order. 
He closed out his report with comments regarding applications that had been 

filed on behalf of the town, finally mentioning a meeting with structural 
engineer Ryan Hellwig at the Highway Garage. Mr. Hellwig will be delivering a 
report to the town in the near future. 

 
In closing, Bob asked when the Annual Town Meeting warrant would be closed. 

Brian responded that the plan was to close the warrant on April 12, 2021. 
Brian then made a motion to have all petitioned articles submitted by 4pm on 
April 12, 2021. Bob seconded. The vote was 2 in favor (Brian and Bob) and 1 

opposed (Stan). 
 
With no further business to be conducted, Brian made a motion to adjourn at 

7:17pm. Bob seconded and the meeting was adjourned. 
Attest: Louis Bordeaux, Town Coordinator  

 
 
__________________, Chairman    ___________________      _______________________ 

Stanley D. Garland            Brian J. Keir                Robert R. Raymond     


