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Town of Bernardston 

Selectboard Meeting Minutes 

 
Board Members 

Brian J. Keir            Stanley D. Garland, Chairman      Robert R. Raymond 
 

Minutes for the meeting of March 24, 2021 

Meeting held at Town Hall, 38 Church St, Bernardston, MA 01337. 
 
Selectboard Members Present:          Others Present:   

Stan Garland         per sign in sheet 
Brian Keir                                                                    

Bob Raymond          
        

Stan called the meeting to order at 6:00pm. He said that BNC-TV was providing 
live coverage of the meeting on television and on their Facebook page and 

replays of the meeting would later be available on the internet.  
 

Warrants 

Brian made a motion to approve the Payroll Warrant in the amount of 
$36,436.10. Bob seconded and the motion passed unanimously. Brian then 
made a motion to approve the Vendor Warrant in the amount of $160,064.79. 

The larger than usual amount was due to the payment for the Franklin County 
Tech School assessment ($93K) and quarterly FRCOG assessments ($17K) and 
insurance ($9,600). Bob seconded and the motion passed unanimously. 

 
Minutes 

Brian made a motion to approve the Regular Meeting minutes of March 10, 
2021. Bob seconded and the motion passed unanimously. Brian then made a 
motion to approve the Special Meeting minutes of March 16, 2021. Bob 

seconded and the motion passed unanimously.  
 
Calendar & Announcements 

There were no Calendar or Announcement items at this meeting. 
 

New Business 
Memorial Day Activities 
Stan read from an email sent by Marvin Shedd expressing concern for 

conducting the town’s Memorial Day festivities. Stan agreed with Marvin’s 
concerns in foregoing the parade and program at the cemetery again this year. 

Bob Allen, chairman of the United Church Gas Engine show committee was 
recognized by Stan. Mr. Allen asked for the Selectboard’s permission to place 
their advertising banners in Cushman Park. Feeling that this was just one 
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small token of our town returning to normal, Brian made a motion to allow 
placement of the banners in Cushman Park. Bob seconded Brian’s motion 

which passed unanimously. 
 
Dates for Town Election and Annual Town Meeting 

Stan opened the topic by mentioning that the town’s FY22 budget is still being 
worked on due to a variety of factors. He also said that the Governor is allowing 

municipalities to conduct their elections as late as August 1st. Bob and Brian 
both expressed their opinion that our town election should be held in May. 
Town Clerk Christina Slocum-Wysk advised the Selectboard that adding a 

question to the ballot after the initial printing would increase the cost by about 
$900. Further she added that if the town were to hold a special election the 

cost to the town would be about $2,500. Stan suggested meeting on 
consecutive nights in May. The first night would be for the business of the 
Annual Town Meeting and the second would be devoted exclusively to 

discussion about the fire station. Stan entertained a motion to reserve the 
dates of May 5th and May 6th for the Annual Town Meeting and the Fire Station 
discussion meeting. Brian made the motion, Bob seconded and the motion 

passed unanimously. Stan then asked for a motion to postpone the town 
election from May 3rd to May 10th. Brian made the motion, Bob seconded and 

the motion passed unanimously. 
 
Cushman Library Requests 

Stan read from an email sent by Cushman Library Director, Karen Stinchfield. 
Karen asked the Selectboard for their permission to use a “new selections” cart 
system and to allow the Library to put out their patio furniture. Bob motioned 

to approve the requests pending Board of Health approval. Brian seconded and 
the motion passed unanimously. 

 
Metal Detector usage on town owned property 
A call was received by the office that requested permission to allow the caller to 

use a metal detector at the property at 12 Church Street. Bob and Brian both 
expressed safety and potential liability concerns. Bob made a motion to deny 

access to the property for the purpose of using a metal detector. Brian 
seconded and the motion passed unanimously. 
 

Old Business 

PI Trustee resignation; maintenance plan 
Stan read Dick Nelson’s resignation letter, accepting it with great regret. He 

then invited COA Director Hayley Bolton to speak. Hayley expressed her desire 
to move forward with the maintenance plan that she and Brian Miner created 

for the previous Selectboard meeting. Stan replied that the plan was reviewed 
thoroughly and for the current year, things will remain as they are. 
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Hayley was concerned about the requirements of the added duties cutting into 
her COA Director activities. Brian said that there are some things that don’t 
appear in job descriptions. In the case of Powers Institute, that’s something 

that the COA Director has always done, regardless of whether it’s in a job 
description or not. Brian further suggested that the COA Director job 
description should be discussed in advance of the next budget cycle. The 

discussion moved on to custodian pay and historical grant allocation. The 
Board generally agreed that a better understanding of the historical documents 

was in order. Stan suggested monthly meetings with the COA and the PI 
trustees to broaden the understanding and get everyone on the same page. 
 

Fish & Wildlife interest in purchasing land: 
The state’s department of Fish & Wildlife contacted the office in advance of our 

Town Meeting to inquire about language to get on the warrant to purchase a 
piece of vacant land between Bald Mountain Road and Huckle Hill Road. The 
department already owns an adjacent property. A lengthy discussion ensued 

during which the Town Coordinator printed out the specific pages from the 
appraisal that was submitted to the town. While he was away from the 
Selectboard table, Stan moved forward to the next agenda item. 

 
FRCOG MOU Amendment: 

Stan opened the topic by talking about the MOU that was previously submitted 
by the COG’s CPHS for additional nursing services which were to be paid with 
CARES Act funding. Brian clarified the matter by saying that this version of the 

MOU didn’t cross two fiscal years, as the one submitted at the previous 
meeting had done. Brian then made a motion to accept this version of the MOU 
which would run until the end of the current fiscal year on June 30, 2021. Bob 

seconded Brian’s motion. After a brief discussion, the vote was in favor 3-0. 
 

The Town Coordinator returned and provided the Selectboard members with 
the maps that they mentioned. Bob then made a motion to move forward with 
selling the land to Fish and Wildlife for $15,000 pursuant to a Town Meeting 

vote. Brian seconded and the motion passed unanimously. 
 

Town Hall quarterly cleaning estimate: 
Stan asked the Town Coordinator to discuss an estimate that was received for 
a periodic deep cleaning of Town Hall. He reported that Lisa Studley who is 

affiliated with Reil Cleaning gave an estimate of $240 per quarter which did not 
include window cleaning. Bob suggested offering the project to Town Hall 
custodian Bob Smith. The Town Coordinator said that he would follow up with 

Bob Smith about expanding his cleaning duties in Town Hall. 
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Other Business: 

Potential Opt Out of Mosquito spraying: 
Municipalities were notified by the state that they have a deadline to opt out of 
mosquito spraying. Stan expressed concern and wants this topic to be part of 

meetings in the future until we have more information. 
 
Landfill Solar: 

Brian mentioned Dan Ingold’s revised timeline for the project. He also said that 
the good news is that Dan has already heard from 16 firms. He originally 

expected to hear from 10-12, so this is very encouraging. Dan is now 
envisioning October 15th as the date where a contractor will be selected. 
 

Back taxes: 
The developers for the Fox Hill solar project have brought all tax payments 

current. The treasurer has asked if the Selectboard wants her to pursue an 
additional $32.26 in late fees. Bob motioned to waive the $32.26. Brian 
seconded and the motion passed unanimously. 

 
USDA Legal Services Agreement: 
Town Counsel provided the agreement which is needed for the USDA Rural 

Development Community Facilities direct loan application. Brian motioned to 
accept the agreement. Bob seconded and the motion passed unanimously. 

 
Hawkins Roofing: 
Hawkins Roofing submitted a revised estimate for the snow fence for the 

Cushman Library roof and the Town Hall roof. The previous estimate was for 
$3,500. That estimate didn’t have an amount for the Town Hall project. The 
revised estimate is for $6,000. Brian motioned to approve the additional $2,500 

which brought the total estimate to $6,000. Bob seconded and the motion 
passed unanimously. 

 
Highway Garage Generator: 
Stan mentioned the necessary steps for installation of the new generator at the 

Highway Garage. He said that the generator needs to be on site so the propane 
company and the electrician can estimate their jobs. Brian motioned to allow 

Brian Miner to pick up the generator to aid in moving the process forward. Bob 
seconded and the motion passed unanimously. 
 

Cushman Park Trees: 
Bob said that he spoke with Brian Miner and Brad Bordewieck about some 
potentially dangerous trees in the park. One is near the shuffleboard court and 

the other by the Veteran’s monument. Bob said that the most recent estimate 
was $3,150 for both trees. They would be brought down in a way to not cause 

any damage to the ground below. Previously, there was an estimate of $3,700 
to remove just one tree. 
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Bob added that there’s an urgency to have the trees taken down before the 

start of the next fiscal year. He’s concerned for the safety of people playing 
shuffleboard. He suggested using money from the Cushman Hall account to 
pay for the removal. Stan said that the current balance in the Tree Warden’s 

account is only $1,405. He said that it’s important to keep improving the park. 
He suggested the Board vote on the matter to let the Cushman Hall committee 
know how the Selectboard feels about this subject. Brian made a motion to 

allow Bob to talk with the Cushman Hall Committee to take down the 
problematic trees. Bob seconded and the motion passed unanimously. 

 
Town Coordinator Report 

The Town Coordinator said that he spoke with Brian Miner regarding the town 

taking possession of the building materials for the shed for the Transfer 
Station. Brian said that he had storage issues for the materials. Once the 

materials were on site, he would still have to coordinate propane, electrical and 
pouring a pad before Jeff Gale could assemble the structure. Stan suggested 
that the project should be completed by the end of the summer. He followed up 

by saying that the Pratt Field access road remains closed during mud season. 
This is done to prevent damage to the access road. He closed by commenting 
on the current cable television negotiations and how potential use of ARPA 

funds may be a way to increase broadband service in Bernardston.  
 

With no further business to be conducted, Brian made a motion to adjourn at 
7:36pm. Bob seconded and the meeting was adjourned. 
Attest: Louis Bordeaux, Town Coordinator  

 
 
__________________, Chairman    ___________________      _______________________ 

Stanley D. Garland            Brian J. Keir                Robert R. Raymond     


