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Town of Bernardston 

Selectboard Meeting Minutes 

 
Board Members 

Brian J. Keir            Stanley D. Garland, Chairman      Robert R. Raymond 
 

Minutes for the meeting of March 10, 2021 

Meeting held at Town Hall, 38 Church St, Bernardston, MA 01337. 
 
Selectboard Members Present:          Others Present:   

Stan Garland         per sign in sheet 
Brian Keir                                                                    

Bob Raymond          
         

           

Stan called the meeting to order at 6:00pm. He said that BNC-TV was providing 
live coverage of the meeting on television and on their Facebook page and 

replays of the meeting would later be available on the internet.  
 

Warrants 

Brian made a motion to approve the Payroll Warrant in the amount of 
$34,493.26. Bob seconded and the motion passed unanimously. Brian then 
made a motion to approve the Vendor Warrant in the amount of $102,868.66. 

The larger than usual amount was due to the payment for the fire department 
squad truck ($51K) and quarterly FRCOG assessments ($17K) Bob seconded 
and the motion passed unanimously. 

 
Minutes 

Brian made a motion to approve the Regular Meeting minutes of February 24, 
2021. Bob seconded and the motion passed unanimously.  
 
Calendar & Announcements 

Stan read the Calendar & Announcements as they appear on the attached 

agenda. 
 
Appointments 

Christina Slocum-Wysk, Town Clerk 
After posting the available position of Assistant Town Clerk, the only applicant 
was the very qualified Camilla Thacher. Chris asked the Selectboard to appoint 

Camilla as the Assistant Town Clerk. Brian motioned for the appointment. Bob 
seconded and the motion passed unanimously. 

 
(continued next page) 
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Lou Atherton on behalf of the Powers Institute Trustees 
Lou was joined at the conference table by Dick Nelson. Lou said that she wants 
to discuss the opening of the PI Museum. She provided a request and annual 

meeting minutes (included with these minutes) that detailed the Trustees’ 
plans. Lou said that one of her requests was for permission to conduct three 
joint meetings at once (PI Trustees, Bernardston Historical Commission and 

the Cushman Park Committee). The other request is to open the museum. Stan 
said that the Selectboard has some questions. Dick said that he is going to 

take over the duties that were previously performed by Bill Shores and 
currently by Bob Raymond. Stan mentioned several maintenance concerns that 
Hayley Bolton and Bob had taken care of. He said that there needs to be a 

maintenance schedule going forward. Hayley added that she and Brian Miner 
had been in discussions to put a maintenance department together. She said 

that she would handle administration of the maintenance and Brian would 
provide the trained eye for scheduled maintenance items and be the person 
who would call in contractors when needed. Hayley added that what she 

currently does is not in her job description and it detracts from her limited 32 
hours a week. Her plan would come at a cost of an additional two hours per 
week, which would cost the town $2,548 annually. The duties would then 

become part of the job description for the COA Director and Highway 
Superintendent. The clearly defined responsibilities become part of the 

positions going forward. The topic closed when Stan suggested a meeting of 
Hayley, Brian and the PI Trustees to bring a detailed plan back to the 
Selectboard. 

 
Peter Shedd, Bernardston Fire Chief 
Peter appeared before the Selectboard to discuss leasing garage space and the 

current set of fire station plans. Town Counsel had rejected a copy of the lease 
that was signed by Peter because he is not able to sign documents that result 

in costs to the town. Stan wanted to know about the leasing arrangement. 
Peter said that the length would depend on how long it took until some 
movement happens with the new fire station. He added that the original plan 

was to keep the truck outside. However the small fittings could freeze easily, so 
it’s better to keep the truck inside. Brian Keir said even with the new station, 

the plan was to still keep one truck outside. Bob asked Peter if Bernardston 
was still going to buy the Greenfield truck. Peter responded by saying that is 
still the plan. Stan said that he had checked out the highway garage and that 

using the last bay is a possibility. Currently the grader and some tires are 
housed in that bay. Brian suggested going back to what the department is 
using now; a brush truck, a squad truck and get rid of a vehicle. Peter said 

that the Selectboard are the bosses. He said they should make a decision and 
let the department know what they want done. Brian spoke next and expressed 

his opinion to keep the highway garage solely as the highway garage. 
 
(continued next page) 
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Next, Bob said that he felt the fire department expense has increased over the 
last few years. Peter responded by asking if the department had asked for more 

money. Bob countered by saying that maybe the department’s budget is too 
big. Peter followed up by adding that they could get the 1800 hand pumper out 
and use that. After that he said that the department has gone from 30 to 300 

calls a year, about 60% of which are medical related. Brian reminded everyone 
that it’s a pandemic year and funds are hard to come by for the town. Peter 

suggested to start cutting other departments first. Some speculation about the 
Valley Concrete building was next at which time Stan asked if Center Village 
wasn’t where they want the station. Peter spoke loudly about conditions at the 

current station and expressed concern that nothing had been done to remedy 
the conditions. Stan spoke and asked for some decorum. He mentioned costs 

involved and how the current plans are up in the $2.4 million range. He wants 
to bring it to the voting public. 
Stan shifted the discussion back to the lease. He noted that if needed, the lease 

can be broken with a 60 day notice. He pondered if the new truck could be the 
rescue truck and keep the current brush truck as the brush truck. Bob asked 
if that meant we should pursue the trucks from Greenfield. 

Stan circled back to the station. He said that when the elementary school was 
built that there must have been a loan. There are potential revenue sources 

that would help defray the cost to taxpayers. Bob reminded Peter that it’s 
crucial to have the fire department members on board with the project. 
Finally, there was a document from the state seeking the annual appointment 

of the Inspector of Animals. Peter Shedd is the incumbent. Brian motioned to 
appoint Peter as the Inspector of Animals. Bob seconded and the motion 
passed unanimously. Brian asked about scheduling a meeting with the 

department members to examine the newest drawings. It was decided to meet 
on Tuesday March 16, 2021 at 5:30pm at Town Hall. 

 
New Business 
USDA Rural Development Grant 

The Rural Development Grant program differs from the Direct Loan program in 
that it’s for smaller amounts than the loan. Grants can cover up to 50% of 

approved expenses. Among the items discussed for potential grant funding 
were new garage doors at the highway garage and a new police cruiser. 
 

Structural Engineer 
The Selectboard received a proposal from structural engineer Ryan Hellwig 
(attached to these minutes). The proposal for services was for the amount of 

$4,000. Stan suggested the payment originate from the Renovate/Construct 
Town Buildings account. Brian motioned to accept the proposal. Bob seconded 

Brian’s motion. The vote was unanimously approved. 
 
(continued next page) 
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Other Business: 
The generator that was ordered two weeks ago with a projected delivery date 

into late summer arrived. Brian motioned to rescind the previous vote on 
ordering the generator for the highway garage. Bob seconded and the motion to 
rescind was passed 3-0. Brian then motioned to purchase the new generator 

using the Renovate/Construct Town Buildings account. Bob seconded and that 
motion passed unanimously. 

 
Stan received a complaint about yard debris being blown, swept or raked into 
public streets in town. This is in violation of a town bylaw. Residents are 

allowed to move debris into the street, but they must pick it up afterward. 
 

The Board reviewed a proposal from Arctic Refrigeration for a new walk in 
freezer at BES. Bob motioned to accept the proposal from Arctic (as attached to 
these minutes). Brian seconded and the motion passed unanimously. 

 
The Board then examined an application for a Street Entrance Permit. Brian 
Miner signed off on the permit for 138 Parmenter Road. Brian made a motion 

to approve the permit. Bob seconded and the motion passed unanimously. 
 

Bob presented a proposal from Hawkins Roofing to install snow guards on the 
slate roofs at Cushman Library and Town Hall (attached to these minutes). Bob 
motioned to accept the proposal. Brian seconded and the motion passed 3-0. 

 
Brian then spoke about the efforts of everyone who helped make the COVID-19 
vaccination clinic at Kringle Candle a success. He said that the Council on 

Aging, the Fire Department and Police Department all donated time and 
materials to the event.  

 
Stan read a letter addressed to Division of Local Services Director Mary Jane 
Handy, seeking a revision of the free cash amount for the town. Brian motioned 

for the Selectboard to sign the letter. Bob seconded and the motion passed. All 
members then signed the letter. 

 
Town Coordinator Report 

The Town Coordinator deferred his report time back to the Chairman. 

With no further business to be conducted, Brian made a motion to adjourn at 
8:07pm. Bob seconded and the meeting was adjourned. 
Attest: Louis Bordeaux, Town Coordinator  

 
 

__________________, Chairman    ___________________      _______________________ 

Stanley D. Garland            Brian J. Keir                Robert R. Raymond     


