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Town of Bernardston 

Selectboard Meeting Minutes 

 
Board Members 

Brian J. Keir            Stanley D. Garland, Chairman      Robert R. Raymond 
 

Minutes for the meeting of February 24, 2021 

Meeting held at Town Hall, 38 Church St, Bernardston, MA 01337. 
 
Selectboard Members Present:          Others Present:   

Stan Garland         Chris Wysk 

Brian Keir                                                                    

Bob Raymond         
           

Stan called the meeting to order at 6:01pm. He said that BNC-TV was providing 
live coverage of the meeting on television and on their Facebook page and 

replays of the meeting would later be available on the internet.  
 

Warrants 

Brian made a motion to approve the Payroll Warrant in the amount of 
$36,958.82. Bob seconded and the motion passed unanimously. Brian then 
made a motion to approve the Vendor Warrant in the amount of $39,160.71. 

Bob seconded and the motion passed unanimously. 
 
Minutes 

Brian made a motion to approve the Regular Meeting minutes of February 10, 
2021. Bob seconded and the motion passed unanimously. Brian then made a 

motion to approve the minutes of the Special Meeting of February 17, 2021. 
Bob seconded and the motion passed unanimously. 
 
Calendar & Announcements 

Stan read the Calendar & Announcements as they appear on the attached 

agenda. 
 
New Business 

Assistant Town Clerk resignation 
Susan Lacoy submitted her resignation as Assistant Town Clerk in an email to 
the Selectboard and Town Clerk. Christina Slocum-Wysk appeared before the 

Selectboard to seek the appointment of a new Assistant Town Clerk. Stan said 
that by the Personnel Policy that an opening must be posted for seven days to 

give applicants ample time to apply for any open and posted positions in town. 
Stan had some questions regarding the Town Caucus that is to be held on 
March 2, 2021 at the Senior Center. 
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He inquired if Christina had any concerns in advance of the event. Chris 
responded with her plan which would comply with social distancing 
expectations. Chris told the Selectboard that while she was present, she would 

like the members to appoint registrars. Brian made a motion to appoint Susan 
Lacoy and Camilla Thacher as registrars. Bob seconded and the motion passed 
by a unanimous vote. 

 
Pratt Field Access Road 

Highway Superintendent Brian Miner submitted a request for the Selectboard 
to approve the temporary closure of the Pratt Field access road. The request 
was due to vehicles using the road during the winter. During freeze/thaw 

periods this was causing damage to the dirt road. Bob motioned to approve the 
request. Brian seconded and the motion passed unanimously.  

 
Employee Time-off Request 
Bob motioned to approve the request. Brian seconded and the motion passed 

unanimously. 
 
Old Business 

Fox Hill Road Solar project PILOT terms 
The Board of Assessors approved a set of PILOT terms at their meeting of 

February 18, 2021. Stan read from their submission to the Selectboard which 
detailed the terms (included with these minutes). Brian motioned to accept the 
terms as submitted by the Board of Assessors. Bob seconded and the motion 

passed unanimously. 
 
Fox Hill Road Solar project Chapter 61A 

The developers of the Fox Hill Road solar project submitted a request to revise 
their original Chapter 61A exclusion from March 27, 2019. The request was 

made as a result of the reduction in size of the project by approximately 50%. 
Brian motioned to adopt the new size of the project and sign the provided 
letter. Bob seconded and the motion passed unanimously. Brian then made a 

motion to rescind the original vote from March 27, 2019. Again, Bob seconded 
the motion which passed unanimously. 

 
Fire Station next steps 

Stan spoke about architect Brian DeVriese working on revisions to the current 

plans. The revisions would incorporate the changes discussed at public 
meetings with members of the Fire Department. He said that the changes could 
potentially increase the cost of the project to $2,300,000 to $2,500,000. He 

expressed that he favored continuing to move forward. Brian echoed Stan’s 
favorable reaction. Bob was concerned about the current station and the cost 

of purchasing two new fire engines for the proposed new facility. Stan also 
commented on the urgency of the USDA loan application. 
(continued next page) 
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Town Coordinator Report 

The Town Coordinator opened by addressing the question of dates on the 

Animal Control shared services agreement which was signed at the previous 
Selectboard meeting. The dates were correct as presented: July 1, 2020 
through June 30, 2023. He then spoke about the cable licensing renewal 

discussions. The process is continuing to move forward. The expiration date of 
the current license agreement is October 15, 2021. The Town Coordinator said 

that he had contacted the DOR about the town’s free cash figure. He was told 
that upon providing proof that the DLS Director may revise the free cash 
amount to the town. He closed by telling the Selectboard about an exploratory 

conversation with Comcast regarding internet and telephone service for Town 
Hall. 

 
Other Business: 
Bob briefly discussed some septic issues at the Senior Center. The line had a 

camera sent down to examine the interior of the pipe. An anomaly was 
discovered and Bob Deane will come in to make repairs as needed. 
 

Brian mentioned the need for a standalone generator for the highway garage.  
He said that there’s a four to six month backlog, so now would be the time to 

order one. The distributor let him know that if the town does not support the 
purchase that it would still be quickly sold. Thus, there’s no obligation on the 
town’s part. Brian motioned to order a Generac GRC7042: 4400.78 subject to 

ATM approval. Bob seconded and the vote carried 3-0. 
 
Bob said that the Pioneer district budget appears to be increasing by $414,000. 

Of that, Bernardston’s responsibility would be approximately $138,000. He 
expressed concern that education is now 63% of the town’s budget. Stan added 

that with the sixth grade classes not moving to Pioneer this fall that the 
proposed $160,000 was still in the budget and would be there every year. He 
said that he felt they are paying far too much to administration and it would be 

sensible if the superintendent was additionally a principal of a school. Bob 
closed by adding that the current budget discussions would potentially add 

$2.05 to the property tax rate. 
 
With no further business to be conducted, Brian made a motion to adjourn at 

7:02pm. Bob seconded and the meeting was adjourned. 

 
Attest: Louis Bordeaux, Town Coordinator  
 
 

__________________, Chairman    ___________________      _______________________ 

Stanley D. Garland            Brian J. Keir                Robert R. Raymond     


