
Town of Bernardston 

Selectboard Meeting Minutes 

 
Board Members 

Brian J. Keir            Stanley D. Garland, Chairman      Robert R. Raymond 
 

Minutes for the meeting of January 13, 2021 

Meeting held at Town Hall, 38 Church St, Bernardston, MA 01337. 

 
Selectboard Members Present:          Others Present:   

Brian Keir                                                                    

Bob Raymond         
         

In Chairman Garland’s absence, Brian called the meeting to order at 6:03pm. 

He said that BNC-TV was providing live coverage of the meeting on television 
and on their Facebook page. He added that replays of the meeting would later 
be available on the internet.  
 

Brian and Bob observed a Moment of Silence for Bob McCollum, former 
Chairman of the Conservation Commission who recently passed away.  
 

Warrants 

Bob made a motion to accept the Payroll Warrant in the amount of $48,119.43. 
Brian seconded and the motion passed 2-0. Bob then made a motion to 

approve the Vendor Warrant in the amount of $44,922.51. After Brian 
seconded the motion, Bob mentioned a $10,000 payment for the Northfield 
EMS. Bob expressed concern that the Selectboard had not voted to approve the 

payment. He then motioned to amend the Vendor Warrant to $34,922.51. 
Brian seconded the amendment which passed 2-0. The vote was then taken to 

approve the Vendor Warrant at the amended amount. The vote passed 2-0. 
 

Minutes 

Bob motioned to approve the minutes of the Regular Meeting of December 30, 

2020. Brian seconded and the motion passed 2-0. Next, Bob motioned to 
approve the minutes of the Special Meeting of January 6, 2021. Brian seconded 

and the motion passed 2-0. 
 
Calendar & Announcements  

Brian read the list per the attached agenda. A brief discussion followed 
regarding the importance of the MVP program to the town. 
 

New Business 

Brian asked Bob if he had any new business that he would like to discuss. 
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Bob expressed concern for the Conservation Commission having multiple 
projects this year. With the recent resignation of former Chairman Bill Meese, 
Bob was concerned that the Commission might not be able to adequately serve 

the town on those projects. He mentioned Bill Lattrell as a possibility to act as 
a paid Conservation Agent for Bernardston and possibly for other towns.  
 

Next, Bob gave an update on the HVAC issues at Bernardston Elementary 
School. He had continued discussions with Jason Jamrog and Kevin Seaman 

regarding options to repair or replace. Mr. Seaman suggested calling in a 
company from Connecticut to analyze the systems. Bob recounted a meeting at 
BES in the early 2000’s where a unit became noisy. He said that the custodian 

pulled the wire to quiet the system. The overall feeling is that the HVAC issues 
need to be resolved once and for all. 

 
Old Business 

Brian spoke about the Green Committee asking Dan Ingold to put out an RFQ 

for the landfill solar project. He said that Dan advised the Green Committee 
that there are several vendors that specialize in landfill solar projects. The RFQ 
process will give Dan the opportunity to process the interested companies and 

recommend a short list to the committee. Brian said that once the potential 
field is reduced to four potential companies that those finalists are able to 

“sharpen their pencils” in making an offer more appealing to the town. Brian 
added that a suggested timeline for the project could be August 15th for a 
contract award date, construction to start within 30 days. The entire 

construction portion would take eight weeks to complete. After that, the onus 
falls on Eversource for the final connection to the grid. Bob asked about the 
distribution of a potential one megawatt system. Brian said that the system will 

be a 2.6 megawatt system; only one megawatt at a time can go into the grid, 
with the remainder stored on site in batteries. He added that the RFP is where 

the Green Committee and Selectboard would negotiate the actual structure of 
ownership. A likely form of ownership would be that the town leases the land 
which would leave all maintenance issues on the project owner. 

 
Town Coordinator Report: 

The Town Coordinator reported on vaccination efforts in Franklin County. He 
mentioned that the Senior Center may be able to host a COVID-19 vaccination 
clinic in March. A brief discussion of the Town Caucus and Town Election, 

tentatively scheduled for May 3, 2021 took place. With no other business to be 
discussed Bob motioned to adjourn at 6:37pm. Brian seconded. Motion carried 
and the meeting adjourned. 

 
Attest: Louis Bordeaux, Town Coordinator  

 
 

__________________, Chairman    ___________________      _______________________ 

Stanley D. Garland            Brian J. Keir                Robert R. Raymond     


