
Town of Bernardston 

Selectboard Meeting Minutes 

 
Board Members 

Brian J. Keir            Stanley D. Garland, Chairman      Robert R. Raymond 
 

Minutes for the meeting of December 30, 2020 

Meeting held at Town Hall, 38 Church St, Bernardston, MA 01337. 
 

Selectboard Members Present:          Others Present:   
Stan Garland               Brian Miner 

Brian Keir                                                                    

Bob Raymond         
           

Stan Garland called the meeting to order at 6:03pm. He said that BNC-TV was 

providing live coverage of the meeting on television and on their Facebook page 
and replays of the meeting would later be available on the internet.  
 

Warrants 

Stan asked for a motion to approve the Payroll Warrant in the amount of 
$43,711.12. Brian motioned to approve. Bob seconded and the motion passed 
unanimously. Next, Stan asked for a motion to approve the Vendor Warrant in 

the amount of $785,357.37. He explained that the large amount was due to the 
periodic assessment for the Pioneer Valley Regional School District of $562,808 

and the cost of the new Freightliner truck which was $173,155. Brian 
motioned to approve. Bob seconded and the motion passed unanimously. 
 

Minutes 

Stan then entertained a motion to approve the minutes of the Regular Meeting 
of December 16, 2020. Brian motioned to approve. Bob seconded and the 

motion passed unanimously.   
 
Calendar & Announcements  

Stan read the calendar and announcements as they appear on the attached 
agenda. 
 

New Business 

Highway Superintendent Brian Miner asked to appear due to the ongoing 

mechanical difficulties with the sidewalk snowplow. Brian described some of 
the issues and the fact that the machine is also used to mow the capped 
landfill site. He also mentioned the problematic nature of the street sweeper 

that the town currently uses. Brian told the Board that he would like to open a 
conversation with them to look into the town purchasing a used skid steer 

machine. 
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Brian had a copy of the invoice from when the sidewalk machine was 
purchased new in 2000 at a cost of $31,000. Replacement of the machine in 
the present would cost in the vicinity of $100,000. He said that he felt that the 

town could purchase a used skid steer with relevant attachments for roughly 
$50,000. Brian’s skid steer memo is attached to these minutes. Bob asked 
Brian what would he consider for the age of a used skid steer. Brian suggested 

that it would likely be 4 to 5 years old with roughly 1,800 to 2,000 hours.  He 
estimated that the highway department would use the machine until it had 

7,000 to 8,000 hours on it, a figure that he thought would take about 10 years. 
Stan asked about current cost to rent a skid steer. Brian replied that for the 
storm of December 17th a four hour rental cost about $554. Stan also asked 

about the cost of the rental when used on the ball fields at Pratt Field. That 
cost was over $700 because the work required additional rental of an 

attachment. The discussion then moved to the street sweeper. One of the 
challenges is finding parts for an 18 year old machine. Brian Keir suggested 
that Brian Miner put the overall request in his FY22 budget where it can be 

discussed with the Finance Committee and Selectboard.  
 
Old Business 

There was no other Old Business discussed at this meeting. 
 

Town Coordinator Report 
The Town Coordinator reported that he filed the final quarterly report for the 
Hazard Mitigation plan earlier in the day. The town now awaits FEMA’s final 

approval. The Selectboard office has received several yes or no opinions 
regarding the new fire station. Currently there are 18 positives and only 4 
opposed to the plan. He added that the Title V inspection that was scheduled 

for 53 River Street was canceled and that the state DEP was testing two areas 
after elevated levels of I-4-dioxane was found in recent testing. 

 
Stan then spoke about items of concern for 2021. He mentioned the need to 
plan for the annual Town Caucus. He also contemplated a Special Town 

Meeting, although with the calendar shaping up the way it is, the town might 
simply wait for the Annual Town Meeting. The school budget continued to be of 

great concern. The state itself has lots of uncertainty as we continue to 
navigate the COVID-19 pandemic. 
 

With no other business to be discussed, Brian made a motion to adjourn at 
6:34pm. Bob seconded and the meeting adjourned. 

 
Attest: Louis Bordeaux, Town Coordinator  
 

 
__________________, Chairman    ___________________      _______________________ 

Stanley D. Garland            Brian J. Keir                Robert R. Raymond     


