
Town of Bernardston 

Selectboard Meeting Minutes 

 
Board Members 

Brian J. Keir            Stanley D. Garland, Chairman      Robert R. Raymond 
 

Minutes for the meeting of December 16, 2020 

Meeting held at Town Hall, 38 Church St, Bernardston, MA 01337. 
 

Selectboard Members Present:          Others Present:   
Stan Garland          

Brian Keir                                                                    

Bob Raymond         
           

Stan Garland called the meeting to order at 6:01pm. He said that BNC-TV was 

providing live coverage of the meeting on television and on their Facebook page 
and replays of the meeting would later be available on the internet.  
 

Warrants 

Stan asked for a motion to approve the Payroll Warrant in the amount of 
$39,294.21. Brian motioned to approve. Bob seconded and the motion passed 

unanimously. Stan then entertained a motion to approve the Vendor Warrant 
in the amount of $150,238.70. He said that the larger than usual amount was 
due to the assessment for the Franklin County Technical School ($93,097), 

periodic insurance costs of $16,500 and the annual testing and monitoring of 
the landfill ($7,520). Brian motioned to approve the Vendor Warrant. Bob 
seconded and the motion passed unanimously. 

 
Minutes 

Brian motioned to approve the minutes from the regular meeting of December 
2, 2020. Bob seconded and the motion passed unanimously. 
 

Calendar & Announcements  
Stan read the town calendar item as listed on the attached meeting agenda. 
 

Appointment 

Christina Slocum-Wysk; Assistant Town Clerk 

Chris will become the new Town Clerk effective January 1, 2021. She has 

already focused on some projects in the Town Clerk’s office. Chris asked the 
Selectboard to appoint Susan Lacoy as Assistant Town Clerk in training 
effective on January 1, 2021. Stan commented that he felt Susan is qualified 

for the position. Brian motioned to appoint Susan Lacoy as the Assistant Town 
Clerk in training. Bob seconded and reminded Chris of a six month review and 

confirmed that the starting rate of pay is $14/hour. The motion was approved 
unanimously. 
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New Business 

Rec Commission Resignation 

Commissioner Shannon Bassett has submitted her resignation. She will be 
unable to continue because she is moving to Northfield. Brian made a motion 
to accept the resignation. Bob seconded and the motion carried 3-0. 

 
53 River Street; Leach Tank concerns 

Board of Health Chairman Dave Powers expressed concern about the leach 
tank at the 53 River Street property. Dave’s primary concern is the tank is on 
town property. Town counsel was contacted to give an opinion on potential 

liability to the town. Given the age of the system, it would likely fail an 
inspection. Town counsel felt that failure of the system would not leave the 

town liable for repair or replacement. The system is scheduled for a Title V 
inspection on December 24, 2020. 
 

Fox Hill Road winter safety plan 

Based on earlier discussions with Highway Superintendent Brian Miner, the 
Selectboard was asked to discuss potential safety plans for Fox Hill Road this 

winter. Bob spoke with Brian about the situation. He said that currently Brian 
contacts the officer on duty to briefly close entry to the road while it’s plowed. 

Brian told Bob that he is comfortable with that arrangement and didn’t feel the 
need to close the road to thru traffic completely during the winter. Stan 
suggested following Brian’s plan. He added that if the road did need to be 

closed for an extended period that there will be monitoring devices put in place 
to identify potential removal of signs or barriers.  
 

Pratt Field water meter/backflow preventer 

After the current round of water billing from the Fire & Water District, the 

district informed Brian Miner that all water used from the hydrant at Pratt 
Field must be accounted for to the Commonwealth. Bob spoke to Russell 
Deane from the district about installation of a water meter and backflow 

preventer on the hydrant. Going forward, any water used for town maintenance 
from the hydrant at Pratt Field will be metered and paid for. 

 
Highway Superintendent pickup truck usage 

Brian Miner asked the Selectboard’s permission to take the Superintendent’s 

truck home at night during the winter. He made the request because it would 
be beneficial to checking on roads on the northern end of town on his way in 
during winter storms. Bob and Brian both felt it was prudent. Brian Keir 

motioned to allow Brian Miner to take the Superintendent’s truck home. Bob 
seconded and the motion passed unanimously. 
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Old Business 

Kringle Liquor Shop’s license was not voted on at the meeting of December 2, 
2020. Brian made a motion to approve the license for the Kringle Liquor Shop 

for 2021. Bob seconded and the motion passed unanimously. 
 
At this point Bob comments on the recent landfill test report, submitted by 

Mark Popham. He indicated on the site map a well that historically runs dry. 
Bob said that the current test showed the water level to be ten feet below where 

it stood last year. He said that the drought of 2020 was the cause. He then 
spoke about various detectable compounds of which none were volatile and the 
ground water testing indicated no adverse health impact in the area. Finally he 

said that there’s no need for additional monitoring or sampling and there is no 
concern over public health or safety. 
 

Town Coordinator Report 

The Town Coordinator discussed the ongoing Notice of Intent that needs to be 
filed for the proposed fire station expansion. He has been in contact with 

architect Brian DeVriese who is coordinating the completion of the NOI. Next 
he spoke about the most recent discussion regarding the extension of 
Comcast’s license to operate in town. Attorney Solomon is expecting some key 

data from BNC-TV. After receiving that we will be close to scheduling an 
Ascertainment Hearing. He then said that the state’s annual boiler inspection 

had taken place and Town Hall passed with flying colors. Finally, contact has 
been made with Jennifer Lerch of the regional USDA office. Ms. Lerch has 
suggested a USDA loan program to pay for the fire station. We are looking 

forward to a mutual discussion to explore some other options that would be in 
the best interest of the town. 
 

Other Business: 
Stan alluded to a pending winter storm that was forecast for the region on 

December 17th. He said that due to the impending forecast that Town Hall and 
the Transfer Station would be closed on Thursday. Stan mentioned the recent 
meeting of the Finance Committee. At that meeting, he suggested streamlining 

the budget process. As part of that, he said that he felt the Selectboard didn’t 
need to be part of the frequent meetings of the Finance Committee. Brian and 

Bob spoke individually commenting that they were content with continuing 
with the meetings as they had been in the past.  
 

With no further business to discuss Brian made a motion at 7:00pm to adjourn 
the meeting. Bob seconded and the meeting was adjourned. 

 
Attest: Louis Bordeaux, Town Coordinator  
 

 
__________________, Chairman    ___________________      _______________________ 

Stanley D. Garland            Brian J. Keir                Robert R. Raymond     


