
Town of Bernardston 

Selectboard Meeting Minutes 

 
Board Members 

Brian J. Keir            Stanley D. Garland, Chairman      Robert R. Raymond 
 

Minutes for the meeting of December 2, 2020 

Meeting held at Town Hall, 38 Church St, Bernardston, MA 01337. 
 

Selectboard Members Present:          Others Present:   
Stan Garland         Stacey Mousseau 

Brian Keir                                                                  Russell Deane  

Bob Raymond         
           

Stan Garland called the meeting to order at 6:01pm. He said that BNC-TV was 

providing live coverage of the meeting on television and on their Facebook page 
and replays of the meeting would later be available on the internet.  
 

Warrants 

Stan asked for a motion to approve the Payroll Warrant in the amount of 
$38,979.67. Brian motioned to approve. Bob seconded and the motion passed 

unanimously. Next, Stan entertained a motion to approve the Vendor Warrant 
in the amount of $37,413.68. Brian motioned to approve. Bob seconded and 
the motion passed unanimously. 

 
Minutes   
Brian made a motion to approve the minutes of the Regular Meeting of 

November 4, 2020.  Bob seconded and the motion passed unanimously. 
Brian then motioned to approve the minutes of the Executive Session meeting 

of November 12, 2020. Bob seconded and the motion passed unanimously. 
Stan then read the Executive Session minutes. 
 

Calendar & Announcements  

Stan read the Town Calendar and Announcements as printed on the attached 
meeting agenda. 
 

Appointment 

6:05 Board of Assessors; Tax Classification Hearing 

Assessor Stacey Mousseau called the Board of Assessors hearing to order at 

6:07pm. She invited Russ Deane to speak. Russ requested the approval of a 
single tax rate and suggested given the current climate the proposed tax rate 
would be reduced by 2 cents; from the current $18.59/1000 to $18.57/1000.  

Stan entertains a motion to approve the single tax rate as presented. Brian 
motioned to approve. Bob seconded and the motion passed 3-0. 
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Russ motioned to adjourn the Board of Assessors hearing at 6:09pm. Stacey 
seconded the motion. The vote was unanimous and the hearing adjourned. 
 

New Business 

2021 Licenses 
Municipal Licenses for 2021 were presented next. Stan read the list of licensees 

as follows: 
Automotive 

Used Car - Class 2 ($30 fee):  
BECKWITH’S 
BERNARDSTON AUTO WRECKING 

DENEAULT’S AUTO SALES 
Brian motioned to approve the licensees for their 2021 licenses. Bob seconded 

and the motion was unanimously approved. 
 
Used Car/Dismantler - Class 3($30 fee):  
BERNARDSTON AUTO WRECKING 
Brian motioned to approve the licensee for their 2021 licenses. Bob seconded 
and the motion was unanimously approved. 

 
Entertainment (no fee) 

CRUMPIN-FOX CLUB dba ZEKE’S 
HITCHCOCK BREWING COMPANY 
KRINGLE CANDLE 

THE FARM TABLE 
Brian motioned to approve the licensee for their 2021 licenses. Bob seconded 
and the motion was unanimously approved. 

 
Liquor 

BERNARDSTON VET’S ORGANIZATION ($20) 
JPK COUNTRY CORNER ($312.50) 
HITCHCOCK BREWING COMPANY ($337.50) 

JKBC LLC dba HILLSIDE PIZZA ($337.50) 
FARM TABLE, LLC ($485) 

CRUMPIN-FOX CLUB dba ZEKE’S ($485) 
A1 LIMITED LLC dba ANTONIO’S 2 PIZZA ($337.50) 
Brian motioned to approve the licensee for their 2021 licenses. Bob seconded 

and the motion was unanimously approved. 
 
Old Business: 

Truck Loan Authorization: 
Stan reviewed the loan packages as presented by the Town Treasurer. The 

Finance Committee met on Monday November 30th and voted to move forward 
with the annual bond option. Treasurer Susan Bobe obtained a rate of 0.53% 
for the first year. There is an annual fee of $550, plus approximate interest of 

$915 per year. The loan will have to be renewed annually until paid. 
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Stan brought up the facts that both the 2007 and 2008 trucks are having 
mechanical issues and in rough overall shape. Bob said that Brian Miner made 
him aware of a truck that may become available from the Conway Highway 

Department. Stan expressed concern regarding what could turn into an 
excessive amount of vehicles for the number of employees we have. He said 
that he would follow up with Brian Miner on the subject. 

 
Conservation Commission Membership: 

Stan offers thanks on behalf of the Selectboard to recently resigned Chairman 
Bill Meese. Brian recommended writing a letter to Bill thanking him for his 
service. 

 
32 Fox Hill Road Solar Project: 

A brief conversation took place regarding the long awaited solar array planned 
for 32 Fox Hill Road. Project developers had introduced a modified plan to the 
Conservation Commission at a remote meeting held on December 1st. 

Subsequently the developers are scheduled to meet with the Planning Board. 
 
Town Coordinator Report: 

The Town Coordinator reported that the recently certified amount of Free Cash 
of $89,474 was a concern. After spending some time with the Town Accountant 

and reviewing three years worth of Free Cash reports it became apparent that 
the resulting difference was attributable to the two month extension the 
Selectboard gave residents in paying their property taxes. He added that 

previous years’ Free Cash amounts were $233,707 (2019) and $180,903 
(2018). However the Real Estate Taxes Receivable for the three year period was: 
7/1/20: $283,143; 7/1/19: $170,664 and 7/1/18: $162,635. In essence, the 

Free Cash for the following year should recoup the perceived shortage in the 
current fiscal year. 

 
Other Business: 
Stan read the Hazard Mitigation adoption letter which was provided by the 

FRCOG on behalf of FEMA and MEMA. Stan said that he felt one of the dates 
on the letter was incorrect. The Town Coordinator said that he would correct 

the date. Brian motioned to accept and sign the adoption letter with the date 
corrected. Bob seconded and the motion passed unanimously. 
 

Next, Stan read a thank you letter to MassDOT District Highway Director Peter 
Cavicchi. The letter showed the town’s appreciation for the recent sidewalk 
reconstruction on Church Street. 

Brian motioned to approve an employee time off request. Bob seconded and the 
motion passed unanimously. 

The topic of the town newsletter then was discussed. There was concern about 
the cost to print the planned edition.  
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It was felt that this issue was important to get out to the citizens because there 
hadn’t been a print version of the newsletter since prior to the onset of the 
pandemic. Brian motioned that the town move forward with the printing of this 

newsletter. Bob seconded and the motion passed unanimously. 

Next, Stan brought up that soon COVID-19 testing kits would be made 
available to schools. This was important because anybody with symptoms 
could be tested quickly. Then the reaction and contact tracing could commence 

immediately rather than waiting.  

The Fire and Water District sent water bills for town owned property at 11 
Hales Crossing and 12 Church Street. The Hales Crossing bill was in the 

amount of $862.22. The Church Street bill was in the amount of $105.00. Stan 
said that we didn’t use any of that water and to send the bills back unpaid. If 
the District is so inclined, they can put a lien on the property. Bob asked Stan 

if the Town Coordinator should return the bills unpaid and Stan confirmed it. 

Bob added that he met with Jason Jamrog and Kevin Seaman at Bernardston 
Elementary School. He was pleased with the communication and thinks things 

are moving in the right direction in trying to resolve HVAC issues at BES. 

The Town Coordinator described differences in CARES and FEMA 
reimbursements. He said that PVRSD Finance Director Tanya Gaylord had 
reached out and was exploring some different avenues for reimbursements. 

Brian and Bob commented on the ever increasing amount of money being 
spent at BES. Bob wanted to know if we would ask PVRSD to insulate the attic. 

Brian felt that should be the town’s expense, due to the capital vs. 
maintenance nature of the expense.  

With no further business to discuss Brian made a motion to adjourn the 
meeting at 7:12pm. Bob seconded and the meeting was adjourned 

 
Attest: Louis Bordeaux, Town Coordinator  

 
 
__________________, Chairman    ___________________      _______________________ 

Stanley D. Garland            Brian J. Keir                Robert R. Raymond     
 

 


