
Town of Bernardston 

Selectboard Meeting Minutes 

 
 

Board Members 

Brian J. Keir                     Stanley D. Garland, Chairman      Robert R. Raymond 

 

Minutes for the meeting of November 4, 2020 

Meeting held at Town Hall, 38 Church St, Bernardston, MA 01337. 
 
Selectboard Members Present:         Others Present:  

Stan Garland                                                                none 

Brian Keir          

Bob Raymond        
 
Stan Garland called the meeting to order at 6:01pm. He said that BNC-TV was 

providing live coverage of the meeting on television and on their Facebook page 
and replays of the meeting would later be available on the internet. 
 

Warrants: 
Stan asked for a motion to approve the Payroll Warrant in the amount of 
$42,011.30. Brian motioned to approve the warrant. Bob seconded and the 

motion passed unanimously. Stan then entertained a motion to approve the 
Vendor Warrant in the amount of $609,016.38. The higher than expected 
amount was due to the current assessment for the Pioneer Valley Regional 

School District, which was $562,808. Brian motioned to approve the warrant. 
Bob seconded and the motion passed unanimously. 

 
Minutes:   
Brian made a motion to approve the minutes of the Regular Meeting of October 

26, 2020. Bob seconded and the motion passed unanimously. 
  

Calendar & Announcements 
Stan read the Calendar and Announcements as printed on the attached 
agenda. 

 
New Business: 
COA Appointment of Program Assistant: 

COA Director Hayley Bolton submitted an application to seek the Selectboard’s 
approval and appointment of a new Program Assistant at the Senior Center. 

Stan opened the topic by saying he wasn’t aware that the town was going to do 
any hiring under the current economic climate. Bob and Brian quickly agreed 
with Stan’s viewpoint. Stan suggested the drafting of a memo to all 

departments indicating there should be no hiring done at this time. Bob 
mentioned an inconsistency with the Library Director’s reported hours.  
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Stan wanted the memo to extend to department heads and trustees, freezing 
hiring and having staff work only scheduled hours; no overtime. Bob and Brian 

agreed by consensus. The Program Assistant was not appointed by the 
Selectboard. 
 

One Day Liquor Licenses for Kringle Candle: 
Stan said that he had been approached by Kringle management regarding the 

possibility of three one-day liquor licenses for the upcoming weekend. Kringle 
would be calling their event “Sip & Shop”. Stan followed up by adding that he 
had no objections to this request. Kringle was mentioned as a good neighbor 

and especially in light of the difficulties many businesses have faced during the 
pandemic; the Board felt that approving the request was the right thing to do. 

Brian motioned to approve the request and grant the three one-day liquor 
licenses for the upcoming weekend of November 6, 7 and 8. Bob seconded and 
the motion was unanimously approved. 

 
Old Business: 
Request to appoint Town Clerk: 

Town Clerk Paul Luther informed the Selectboard two years earlier that his 
intent was to retire after the presidential election of 2020. With the election 

behind us, Mr. Luther submitted a letter to the Selectboard in which he asked 
the Board to consider appointing Christine Slocum-Wysk as the new Town 
Clerk effective January 1, 2021. After reading Mr. Luther’s letter, Stan 

commented that he didn’t want to appoint anyone to the position tonight. The 
Town Coordinator pointed out that the letter simply asked for discussion on 
the subject, not necessarily the appointment to be voted on immediately. Bob 

and Brian offered their opinions on the appointment, both supporting the 
appointment. Brian made a motion to appoint Christine Slocum-Wysk to a 

three year term as Bernardston’s next Town Clerk, effective January 1, 2021. 
Bob seconded and the motion passed unanimously. 
 

Fire Station plans – next steps 
Stan opened the discussion regarding the proposed new fire station by asking 

the Town Coordinator where things stood regarding a conference call with State 
Senator Jo Comerford and State Representative Paul Mark. The Town 
Coordinator responded that contact with all parties had been made and the call 

is scheduled for Thursday November 12th at 4:30pm. Stan then wanted to 
know the status of the Notice of Intent that needs to be filed with the state 
DEP. The Town Coordinator said that he’s been in contact with Brian DeVriese 

regarding the filing of the Notice of Intent. Mr. DeVriese followed up requesting 
information from the Assessor’s office. Stan and Bob discussed the mailing that 

is intended to go to all Bernardston homes in advance of a public meeting. The 
public meeting has been proposed to answer any questions citizens of 
Bernardston may have regarding the fire station project. 
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Stan then spoke about the Memorandum of Understanding that Bernardston 
has with Northfield EMS to provide ambulance service to our residents. 

Throughout the start of FY21 there has been a question on the language of an 
amendment as to how an approved $10,000 will be held. Stan read an email 
from the Northfield Town Administrator. In it, she felt that the matter was 

becoming too complex and suggested that Northfield’s Selectboard and Finance 
Committee might not be comfortable with the agreement. Stan explained that 

the Bernardston Selectboard are not lawyers and as such forward contracts to 
our Town Counsel to ensure that what is written is in the best interest of the 
town. Stan asked the Town Coordinator to draft a letter letting all parties know 

that the $10,000 has been approved and we will be following the advice of our 
Town Counsel. 

 
Next, Stan read a letter from Governor Baker that states Bernardston has 
received a $4,900 Recycling Dividends Program grant for our great efforts in 

recycling in Bernardston. After that, he read an email from Karen Stinchfield in 
which she asked permission to get the town newsletter back on schedule. The 
Board agreed by consensus to allow Karen to move forward with her schedule. 

 
Stan said that he had a conversation with Bob Eddy about the possibility of 

more improvements at Cushman Park in 2021. Possible improvements could 
include things like a tennis court or a bandstand. 
 

Bob spoke to Jason Jamrog. Jason has been working on the air circulation at 
BES. He has ordered some more parts and he is confident that the air in the 
classrooms now circulates at least two times per hour. 

 
Brian added a special thanks to Town Clerk Paul Luther, Assistant Town Clerk 

Christine Slocum-Wysk and all the election officials for a tremendous job in 
handling the presidential election. He noted that Paul had three shifts of people 
working and the election went off without a hitch. 

 
Town Coordinator Report 

The Town Coordinator said that because it’s been over one month since a 
Selectboard meeting was televised, he wanted to review the meeting minutes 
from Monday October 26th. (Those meeting minutes are not duplicated here.) 

Stan thought it was a good idea to read the meeting minutes in the future from 
non-televised meetings. 
 

With no further business to be discussed, Brian made a motion to adjourn the 
meeting at 6:40pm Bob seconded. Meeting adjourned. 

 
Attest: Louis Bordeaux, Town Coordinator  
 

__________________, Chairman    ___________________      _______________________ 

Stanley D. Garland             Brian J. Keir                Robert R. Raymond     


