
Town of Bernardston 

Selectboard Meeting Minutes 

 
 

Board Members 

Brian J. Keir                     Stanley D. Garland, Chairman      Robert R. Raymond 

 

Minutes for the meeting of October 26, 2020 

Meeting held at Town Hall, 38 Church St, Bernardston, MA 01337. 
 
Selectboard Members Present:         Others Present:  

Stan Garland                                                                none 

Brian Keir          

Bob Raymond        
 
Stan Garland called the meeting to order at 6:30pm. 

 
Minutes:   

Brian made a motion to approve the minutes of the Regular Meeting of October 
7, 2020. Bob seconded and the motion passed unanimously.  
 

New Business: 
2021 Liquor License renewal fee structure: 
Bob opened the topic by saying that the town’s liquor licensees had their 

business adversely affected by the Governor’s order that closed their 
businesses for many months. Brian echoed Bob’s concern for the local 

establishments. Brian motioned to reduce 2021 liquor license fees by 50% in 
each category. Bob seconded Brian’s motion, which passed unanimously. 
 

Division of Local Mandates Survey: 
The State Auditor’s Division of Local Mandates sent a survey out by email, 

seeking responses from towns in the four westernmost counties in the 
Commonwealth. The responses to the survey will be used as part of a 
Municipal Impact Report that will be prepared by DLM focused on the specific 

challenges of Western Massachusetts. The completed survey is attached to 
these minutes. 
 

Resignations: 
William Meese submitted a letter in which he resigned from the Conservation 

Commission, effective November 30, 2020. Stan read the letter and the Board 
members expressed their gratitude for Bill’s service as the Chairman. Brian 
made a motion to accept the resignation with regret. Bob seconded and the 

motion passed unanimously. Michelle Morrissey similarly submitted a 
resignation from the Six Town School Planning Committee. Stan read her letter 

after which Brian motioned to accept the resignation. Bob seconded and the 
motion passed unanimously. 
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BES Name Change: 
The Pioneer district administration inquired about whether the town might 
consider changing the name of Bernardston Elementary School. This request 

was made as a possibility to be more welcoming to the students from Leyden. 
Bob made a motion that the town would not change the name of the school. 
Brian seconded and the motion passed unanimously to retain the name of the 

school as Bernardston Elementary School. 
 

COA Appointment of Applicant: 
Hayley Bolton submitted the name of Jon Pagoda as someone she would like to 
hire to be a part time substitute van driver for the Senior Center. The Board 

reviewed Mr. Pagoda’s qualifications after which Bob made a motion to appoint 
Mr. Pagoda as the substitute van driver. Brian seconded and the motion 

passed unanimously. 
 
Potential Property Gift: 

Mark Abramson visited the office recently and asked the Selectboard to 
consider receiving, as a gift, the old grain mill building on River Street. Mark 
felt there was some historical merit to the gift. After a brief deliberation, Brian 

motioned to not accept the property gift to the town. Bob seconded and the 
motion to not accept the gift passed unanimously. 

 
Old Business: 
Fire Station updates: 

Stan followed up on the items of interest from the previous Selectboard 
meeting. He inquired about a conference or Zoom call with Paul Mark and Jo 
Comerford. The Town Coordinator responded that Senator Comerford would be 

able to participate on Thursday November 12th at 4:30pm. Stan asked if there 
has been any contact with Paul Mark’s office. He suggested contacting Paige 

Dolinski who might be able to get the Representative on the call. Stan then 
asked about the Notice of Intent that needs to be sent to the DEP. The Town 
Coordinator stated that the original wetlands consultant, Ward Smith, said 

that he was very busy and was going to take a vacation. In his absence, 
architect Brian DeVriese was contacted after a suggestion by Mr. Smith. As of 

meeting time, Mr. DeVriese had not responded. 
 
Professional Services Agreement: 

Dan Ingold from Jacobs Engineering submitted a PSA for the chairman to sign. 
The PSA is in regards to the ongoing planning for a solar array at the capped 
landfill site. Brian motioned for Stan to sign the agreement. Bob seconded and 

the motion passed unanimously. Stan then signed the agreement. 
 

Fox Hill Solar Project: 
Recent email discussions with Joe Shanahan have opened up the desire to put 
a PILOT program in place for the Fox Hill Project. The Town Coordinator 

mentioned that he’s been in contact with Jill Watrous in the Assessors office. 
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He said that Jill had engaged Roy Bishop, who has done dozens of these PILOT 
agreements in the region. Messages from Tax Collector Mona Minor and 
Treasurer Susan Bobe show that the property owners are in arrears 

 
Other Business: 
Northfield EMS addendum: 

The town of Northfield submitted an addendum to the town’s EMS agreement 
in August. The Bernardston Selectboard chose not to sign the addendum, 

pending the opinion of Town Counsel. Mark Fortier asked recently if there’s 
been any progress on the addendum. The Board once again reviewed Town 
Counsel’s advice. Bob felt her paragraph that reads: “Also, why cannot 

Bernardston hold the money in a Bernardston stabilization account for the 
purchase of the ambulance?  And then, when enough money is accumulated 

for the purchase give that money to Northfield or purchase outright?  Why is 
Northfield going to own the ambulance?” summed up the Selectboard’s opinion 
on the matter very well. The Town Coordinator said that he shared that 

language with Mr. Fortier who passed it along to Town Administrator Andrea 
Llamas. By consensus, the Board decided to wait for Northfield’s reply. 
 

Finally, Brian mentioned a conversation with Chris Wysk in regards to setting 
up a Zoom account for the town. According to Brian, Chris had gotten 

municipal pricing of $299 annually for two accounts. Chris proposed a 
Selectboard account and a Planning Board account. Brian advised that Chris 
would be in contact with the Town Coordinator to finalize setting up the 

account. 
 
With no further business to be discussed, Brian made a motion to adjourn the 

meeting at 8:10pm Bob seconded. Meeting adjourned. 
 

Attest: Louis Bordeaux, Town Coordinator  
 

 
 

__________________, Chairman    ___________________      _______________________ 

Stanley D. Garland             Brian J. Keir                Robert R. Raymond     


