
Town of Bernardston 

Selectboard Meeting Minutes 

 
 

Board Members 

Brian J. Keir            Robert R. Raymond, Chairman      Stanley D. Garland    

 

Minutes for the meeting of October 7, 2020 

Meeting held at Town Hall, 38 Church St, Bernardston, MA 01337. 
 
Selectboard Members Present:         Others Present:  

Stan Garland                                                                none 

Brian Keir          

Bob Raymond        
 
After a strong afternoon storm that caused damage around town there was no 

power at Town Hall. Under the unusual circumstances, Stan called the meeting 
to order at 5:42pm.  
 

Warrants: 
Stan asked for a motion to approve the Payroll Warrant in the amount of 
$33,276.22. Brian motioned to approve the warrant. Bob seconded and the 

motion passed unanimously. Stan then entertained a motion to approve the 
Vendor Warrant in the amount of $119,672.71. The higher than expected 
amount was due to the current assessment for the Franklin County Technical 

School which was $93,097. Brian motioned to approve the warrant. Bob 
seconded and the motion passed unanimously. 

 
Minutes:   
Brian made a motion to approve the minutes of the Regular Meeting of 

September 23, 2020. Bob seconded and the motion passed unanimously. Next, 
Brian made a motion to approve the minutes of the Special Meeting of 

September 30, 2020. Bob seconded and the motion also passed unanimously. 
 
Calendar & Announcements 

Passed over due to the meeting not being covered by BNC-TV and no one in 
attendance. 
 

New Business: 
Town Clerk Paul Luther presented the November election warrant to the 

Selectboard for their approval. He reviewed for the Board the procedures under 
which the election will be held as safely as possible. He said that he is well 
staffed, with his poll workers working a variety of shifts. He has plenty of PPE 

on hand. Stan asked how many voters could be in Town Hall at any one time. 
Paul responded that the maximum number of voters inside Town Hall would be 

no more than five. He also mentioned the importance of filling out a mail in  
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ballot envelope completely. He noted that spaces for write-in candidates is 
small, although he anticipated some late candidates to provide adhesive labels 

for voters to affix to their ballots. Bob made a motion to accept the election 
warrant as presented. Brian seconded Bob’s motion which passed 
unanimously. The Selectboard signed the warrant and returned it to the Town 

Clerk. 
 

Old Business: 
Fire Station plans – next steps 
Stan said that he had a conversation with Paul Mark regarding communication 

between the Selectboard and the Representative’s office. Stan wanted to 
confirm that the Selectboard had the correct methods in which to contact 

Paul’s office. While Stan spoke with the Representative, he asked what was 
holding up the Home Rule Petition that the town approved in November of 
2018. He was told that the bill (H1808) remained in its third reading and was 

no closer to a vote. Stan said he was told that unlike a previous meeting that 
Paul attended on August 27, 2018, now the Representative sounded less 
confident that the Home Rule Petition would succeed. Separately, Stan spoke 

with a local executive who expressed interest in both the passing of the Home 
Rule legislation and also in securing state funding for the fire station project. 

Separately, Bob said that he had a conversation with Bill Meese regarding the 
Conservation Commission’s support of the project. Bill told Bob that it was 
important to file a Notice of Intent as the next step. The Town Coordinator 

added that was where a wetlands consultant was vital to the next stage of the 
project. Ward Smith was the wetlands consultant who was already utilized by 
Brian DeVriese on the project. Brian made a motion to hire Ward Smith as the 

Wetlands Consultant for the fire station project. Bob seconded Brian’s motion, 
which passed unanimously. Stan then reviewed what the next steps would be 

in moving the project forward. In advance of the next regularly scheduled 
Selectboard meeting he would like to see movement of the Notice of 
Intent/Order of Conditions. He’d like to have a time scheduled for a joint 

conference call with Senator Comerford and Representative Mark. Stan would 
also like to have the fire station information packets distributed. 

 
Town Coordinator Report 

The Town Coordinator yielded his time back to the Chairman, in favor of time 

to discuss other town business. 
 
Other Business: 

Halloween in Bernardston: 
The Selectboard was made aware that the Board of Health voted last week to 

ban door-to-door Trick or Treating this year in town. The Town Coordinator, 
who attended the Board of Health meeting, reviewed the decision with the 
Selectboard. Brian motioned to support the Board of Health decision. Bob 

seconded and the motion passed unanimously. 
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Charity Lot backhoe usage: 
John Lepore has requested use of the backhoe to dig an area at the Charity 

Farm Lot that would support a kiosk. The Board approved the request by 
consensus, pending the Highway Department’s ability to schedule the work. 
 

Bob then added that he’s been in contact with Jamrog about scheduling them 
to get into BES to work on the air circulation concerns. He said that it looks 

like they’ll be on site at BES either Tuesday October 13th or Wednesday 
October 14th. Jason will try to work in an evaluation of Town Hall on the same 
day as the BES work. Next, Bob spoke about the public comment period that 

was requested by Senator Comerford in regards to school funding in the 
Commonwealth. Bob will continue to work on comments for the Senator’s 

survey in advance of the October 16th deadline. 
 
Finally, Stan brought up the painting of the interior of Town Hall. He is looking 

at completing the project in the upcoming weekend. 
 
With no further business to be discussed, Brian made a motion to adjourn the 

meeting at 6:40pm Bob seconded. Meeting adjourned. 
 

Attest: Louis Bordeaux, Town Coordinator  
 

 
 

__________________, Chairman    ___________________      _______________________ 

Stanley D. Garland             Brian J. Keir                Robert R. Raymond     


