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Minutes for the meeting of September 30, 2020 
This was a joint meeting of the Selectboard and Planning Board. 

Meeting held at Town Hall, 38 Church St, Bernardston, MA 01337. 
 

Selectboard Members Present:          Others Present:   
Stan Garland         Jane Dutcher 

Bob Raymond         

Brian Keir           

 

Planning Board members present: Christina Wysk, John Lepore, Peter Nai, 
Rawn Fulton and Chuck Mielke.     

 

Stan Garland called the Selectboard meeting to order at 4:00pm. 
Christina Wysk called the Planning Board meeting to order at 4:00pm. 
 

Stan welcomed everyone and thanked them for attending the meeting. He 
stressed the importance of the meeting in discussing aspects of the Multi-

Hazard Mitigation Plan and the plans for the new fire station addition. He then 
turned the floor over to Christina and John. John reviewed the draft table that 
summarized concerns of the Multi-Hazard Mitigation Plan. John spoke about 

maps that were provided by the FRCOG, but he noticed that the maps provided 
were outdated. He said that up to date maps are vital for FEMA and insurance 
companies. Cross referencing the tables to areas on the maps, location of fire 

ponds, causeways and spillways was discussed. Although the discussion was 
based on the Hazard Mitigation Plan, John asked the Selectboard about 

hazards around town, which would be of relevance not just to the Hazard 
Mitigation Plan, but also to the Municipal Vulnerability Project. 
 

Bob mentioned longtime concerns with flooding and forestry, particularly Fox 
Hill, Center Village and Scott Swamp. Bob drew attention to the fact that the 

state Division of Fisheries and Wildlife owns Scott Swamp and they haven’t 
done anything to alleviate flooding conditions. Stan opined that the state has 
ruined that piece of property. John disputed that statement and countered that 

the state DEP has embraced bio-retention as a natural solution to deal with 
potential flooding conditions. John then described how the Municipal 
Vulnerability Plan meshes with the Multi-Hazard Mitigation Plan. He suggested 

using the maps to mark up with dates and details of events. Stan then inquired 
about registration for the MVP Virtual Workshop. The Town Coordinator 

responded that the new date is Wednesday October 14, 2020 at 3:30pm. 
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Stan then moved on to the topic of the fire station project. He described how 
the plans came to be. He reviewed the cost page and then inquired about the 
urgency of bringing the current station up to code immediately, as part of the 

new building project. Brian said that a new sprinkler system alone would cost 
in the vicinity of $100,000. Bob added that by working on our time and our 
terms, we would not have to pay prevailing wage for the improvements. Chris 

said that previously the Green Committee had planned on grant funding for a 
new furnace in the existing station. She felt that they could adjust the request 

to include the new station. 
 
Bob said that in the near future, the Selectboard would like to host a public 

meeting to answer questions the townspeople might have. He then read from 
the first draft of a letter that he would like to be part of a readily available 

information packet. Chuck then raised a question: Would washing the 
potentially carcinogenic clothing create hazardous waste? If so, what would 
disposal look like? The Selectboard responded that it was a great question and 

one for which they did not have an answer. 
 
Financing of the project was discussed. Rawn asked Jane what the potential 

effect might be on property taxes. Jane responded by saying that it could affect 
taxes by approximately 70 cents per thousand dollars of value. Stan then 

added that because the state said they would help in funding previously, that 
we are going to have a discussion with Paul Mark and Jo Comerford to try and 
get the state on board for the entire $2 million. Chris asked if the Selectboard 

would like the Planning Board to vote on their approval of the project. Rawn 
then motioned for the Planning Board to approve the plans. Peter seconded and 
the Planning Board motion passed unanimously.  

 
At 5:35pm Bob made a motion for the Selectboard to adjourn. Brian seconded 

and the motion passed. The Planning Board remained in session until 5:45pm. 
 

 
Attest: Louis Bordeaux, Town Coordinator  
 

 
__________________, Chairman    ___________________      _______________________ 

Stanley D. Garland            Brian J. Keir                Robert R. Raymond     

 
 


