
Town of Bernardston 

Selectboard Meeting Minutes 

 
 

Board Members 

Brian J. Keir            Robert R. Raymond, Chairman      Stanley D. Garland    

 

Minutes for the meeting of September 23, 2020 

Meeting held at Town Hall, 38 Church St, Bernardston, MA 01337. 
 
Selectboard Members Present:         Others Present:  

Stan Garland                                                                Kimberly Macphee 

Brian Keir         Allison Gage 

Bob Raymond       per sign in sheet 
 
Stan called the meeting to order at 6:02pm. He said that BNC-TV was providing 

live coverage of the meeting and replays of the meeting would later be available 
on the internet.  
 

Warrants: 
Stan asked for a motion to approve the Payroll Warrant in the amount of 
$34,769.02. Brian motioned to approve the warrant. Bob seconded and the 

motion passed unanimously. Stan then entertained a motion to approve the 
Vendor Warrant in the amount of $43,912.03. Brian motioned to approve the 
warrant. Bob seconded and the motion passed unanimously. 

 
Minutes:   

Brian made a motion to approve the minutes of the Regular Meeting of 
September 9, 2020. Bob seconded and the motion passed unanimously. Next, 
Brian made a motion to approve the minutes of the Special Meeting of 

September 16, 2020. Bob seconded and the motion also passed unanimously. 
 

Calendar & Announcements 
Stan read through the listings as they appear on the attached agenda. 
 

Appointments: 
6:05pm – John Lepore and Christina Wysk came forward to discuss the efforts 
to create the town’s Municipal Vulnerability Plan. The online workshop had to 

be rescheduled when participation was less than robust. John asked Stan if 
the Selectboard could require department heads to participate in the 

rescheduled workshop. Stan commented that the potential MVP grants are 
different than others, in that funds are available to get projects done, not just 
for project planning. Stan confirmed that paid department heads would indeed 

be required to attend the virtual workshop at a date to be determined. 
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6:20pm - The next appointment was with Kimberly Noake Macphee from the FRCOG. 
Joining Kimberly was Allison Gage, also from the FRCOG. Both were on hand to 
discuss the draft of the town’s Multi-Hazard Mitigation Plan. Kimberly detailed that a 
Multi-Hazard Mitigation Plan is a FEMA requirement to become eligible for FEMA 
project funding and that the plan must be updated every five years. Kimberly 
presented printed versions of slides (attached to these minutes) that highlighted the 
most important points from the 250+ page draft. 
 
New Business 

There was no New Business discussed at this meeting. 
 
Old Business: 
FRCOG Emergency Radio MOA 

Since the last regular meeting of the Selectboard, the FRCOG had a virtual 
information session detailing the transition to the new emergency radio system. Bob 
motioned to sign the Memorandum of Agreement. Brian seconded and the motion 
passed 3-0. Stan then signed the MOA. 
 
Fire Station Awareness – next steps 
Stan opened the topic by saying that the Selectboard and Finance Committee held a 
joint meeting on September 16, 2020 to discuss the new fire station plans and how the 
project might be financed, if there’s no help forthcoming from the state. He also said 
that Bob drafted a letter that would potentially be part of an information packet sent 
to all households in town. Bob said that he would like to get some drop off points such 
as the Post Office and the Senior Center. These higher traffic locations would be 
helpful as they were successfully used to get Annual Town Meeting warrants 
distributed in advance of the Annual Town Meeting in June. Stan outlined project 
costs of previous plans, saying that the town had good plans then and he believes we 
have a good plan now. He added that there’s been a lot of hard work by many since 
2016. He closed the topic by saying that he felt the participation of our state 
legislators is crucial to having the opportunity at any state funding. 
 

Town Coordinator Report 

The Town Coordinator said that Chief Palmeri has applied for grant funding for the 
new emergency radios. He also spoke to MA Fish & Wildlife regarding procedure for 
state purchase of land on Upper Bald Mountain Road. Also, the CCC advised that The 
Heirloom Collective is now fully licensed and Town Hall passed its annual inspection. 
 
With no further business to be discussed, Brian made a motion to adjourn the 
meeting at 7:05pm Bob seconded. Meeting adjourned. 
 
Attest: Louis Bordeaux, Town Coordinator  
 

 
 

__________________, Chairman    ___________________      _______________________ 

Stanley D. Garland             Brian J. Keir                Robert R. Raymond     


