
Town of Bernardston 
Selectboard Meeting Minutes 

 
Board Members 

Brian J. Keir            Stanley D. Garland, Chairman      Robert R. Raymond 
 

Minutes for the meeting of September 16, 2020 
Meeting held at Town Hall, 38 Church St, Bernardston, MA 01337. 

 
Selectboard Members Present:          Others Present:   
Stan Garland                 Jane Dutcher 
Brian Keir                                                                   Steve Nestanpower 
Bob Raymond                Jody Coleman 
          Brian Hervieux 
          Peter Shedd 
 
This was a joint meeting of the Selectboard and the Finance Committee. 
 
Stan Garland called the Selectboard meeting to order at 5:30pm.  
Jane Dutcher called the Finance Committee meeting to order at 5:30pm. 
 
Jane spoke first with Finance Committee business. She proposed two Reserve 
Fund transfers. One was for $77.50 for FRCOG Procurement; the other was for 
$150.00 for FRCOG Emergency Management. Individually, Jody motioned to 
approve both transfers. Steve seconded both motions and were passed 
unanimously. Chairman Dutcher then signed the requests. 
 
Next on the FinCom agenda was a mention of an annual meeting of small town 
finance committees. Jane expressed interest in obtaining Selectboard 
permission for payment of registration fees. The Selectboard agreed by 
consensus; however none of the Finance members were able to commit to the 
dates as of the date of this meeting. 
 
Stan invited Peter Shedd to speak. Peter provided information to the 
Selectboard for two used trucks being shopped by the Greenfield Fire 
Department. Peter mentioned that both trucks are in great condition. He added 
that these two vehicles would fill a need for the Fire Department at a significant 
discount to what new vehicles would cost. Stan said that with Town Meeting 
approval, Bernardston would indeed be interested in buying the trucks. Brian 
Keir motioned to support the purchase of the two vehicles at a sum not to 
exceed a total of $50,000. Bob seconded Brian’s motion. Stan opened the floor 
for discussion. The Finance members contemplated a vote on the Selectboard 
motion. Brian Hervieux then made a Finance Committee motion to support the 
purchase. Steve seconded the FinCom motion, which passed unanimously. 
Stan then called the Selectboard vote which all passed unanimously. 
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Next, Stan spoke about the fire station project. He described the conversation 
at the previous Selectboard meeting with architect Brian DeVriese. Stan invited 
the members of the Finance Committee to look at the plans and the narrative 
provided by the architect. He then opened the floor for discussion. There was a 
question on the narrative where the architect alluded to three bays in the new 
structure, not four. Stan then referenced the estimated costs, reviewing each 
amount to determine whether the costs as provided appeared to be reasonable. 
Various options were discussed that were not part of the estimate. These 
included solar panels and a generator. For discussion, four rate sheets were 
presented as submitted by the Treasurer. The initial response was that the 
rates were higher than anticipated. Stan asked the Town Coordinator to call 
Brian DeVriese. Of particular interest was the last section of the cost estimate. 
Stan asked if that total could be added into a loan. Mr. DeVriese confirmed that 
the amount ($226,000) could be added into a loan; however the town would 
need to have the cash on hand to cover the upfront costs. Bob Raymond then 
canvassed those in attendance, inquiring if the meeting attendees were all in 
support of the project. After everyone asserted their support of the project, Stan 
suggested a public meeting in advance of any Town Meeting so any questions 
the public had could be answered. Bob suggested a mass mailing to the people 
in town. Stan thought the next step should be to schedule a meeting with the 
Planning Board and Conservation Commission. 
 
After that, Brian Hervieux made a motion to adjourn the Finance Committee 
meeting at 7:36pm. Jody seconded and the vote was unanimous to adjourn the 
Finance Committee meeting. 
 
Other Business 
The potential land purchase by Fish and Wildlife would need to be approved by 
a Town Meeting vote. Also, questions concerning Round 2 of CARES Act 
funding were mentioned. Stan asked the Town Coordinator to contact all 
department heads to ascertain their COVID related needs. Finally, given the 
quantity of hours worked, the Town Coordinator asked to be reclassified to a 
35 hour per week position, with no pay increase for the additional hours. Brian 
Keir made a motion to classify the Town Coordinator position to 35 hours per 
week, retroactive to the starting date of September 1, 2018. Bob seconded and 
the motion was passed unanimously. 
 
With no further business to discuss, Brian motioned to adjourn the meeting at 
8:01pm. Bob seconded and the meeting was unanimously adjourned. 
 
 
Attest: Louis Bordeaux, Town Coordinator  
 
 
__________________, Chairman     ___________________       _______________________ 
Stanley D. Garland     Brian J. Keir                  Robert R. Raymond     


