
Town of Bernardston 
Selectboard Meeting Minutes 

 
 

Board Members 
Brian J. Keir            Robert R. Raymond, Chairman      Stanley D. Garland    

 
Minutes for the meeting of September 9, 2020 

Meeting held at Town Hall, 38 Church St, Bernardston, MA 01337. 
 
Selectboard Members Present:          Others  
Stan Garland                                                                 Brian DeVriese 
Brian Keir          Paul Luther 
Bob Raymond 
 
Stan called the meeting to order at 6:01pm. He said that BNC-TV was providing 
live coverage of the meeting and replays of the meeting would later be available 
on the internet.  
 
Warrants: 
Stan asked for a motion to approve the Payroll Warrant in the amount of 
$31,775.12. Brian motioned to approve the warrant. Bob seconded and the 
motion passed unanimously. Stan then entertained a motion to approve the 
Vendor Warrant in the amount of $38,840.87. Brian motioned to approve the 
warrant. Bob seconded and the motion passed unanimously. 
 
Minutes:   
Brian made a motion to approve the minutes of the Regular Meeting of August 
26, 2020. Bob seconded and the motion passed unanimously.  
 
Appointments: 
Brian DeVriese of Jablonski-DeVriese architects joined the meeting to discuss 
the set of plans submitted for the expansion of the Bernardston Fire Station. 
Mr. DeVriese submitted a narrative that included a general cost breakdown 
which is attached to these minutes. He detailed how much of the construction 
would be a straightforward process, while other aspects would require DEP’s 
approval. Stan stated the importance of a public meeting to get the information 
to the townspeople. He added that there was an urgency to meet with the 
Finance Committee to explore funding in the event that state money might 
again be unavailable. Mr. DeVriese added that the Conservation Commission 
would need to be aware of the plans. He also said that as part of the Notice of 
Intent with the DEP that the town would need to have a wetlands consultant 
on board. Bob Raymond inquired about the cost for a consultant. Mr. DeVriese 
thought a range of $2,500 to $5,000 was reasonable.  
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The next appointment was with Town Clerk Paul Luther. Paul offered praise 
and thanks to everyone who worked on the previous week’s primary election. 
He commented that his office processed over 400 absentee ballots and about 
200 in-person voters. He reiterated the voting options (in-person, early voting 
or absentee ballot) for the November election. Chairman Garland offered a 
congratulatory round of applause for Paul and his staff on a job well done in 
these challenging times. 
 
New Business 
FRCOG CARES Act Agreement 
Stan read a portion of an agreement submitted by the FRCOG regarding the 
CARES Act funding request that was previously approved by the Selectboard. 
The Town Coordinator clarified that the FRCOG was asking all CPHS towns to 
sign the document at the request of the state DOR. Brian motioned to sign the 
agreement. Bob seconded. The motion passed unanimously and Stan signed 
the agreement. 
 
Old Business: 
FRCOG Emergency Radio Update 
Dan Nietsche, the Emergency Preparedness Coordinator at the FRCOG sent an 
invitation to a web meeting for the upcoming emergency radio system 
improvements. After the meeting, he will be submitting a Memorandum of 
Agreement for the terms under which the new system will be governed. A brief 
discussion of the new system took place. No votes were taken. 
 
Dental Insurance Credit 
The Treasurer informed the Selectboard that the Town received a partial credit 
on dental insurance for the month of August. Brian made a motion to return 
the credited portion to the policy holders at the same percentage that was paid 
by them. Bob seconded the motion which passed unanimously. 
 
Town Coordinator Report 
The Town Coordinator discussed conditions at the Transfer Station. He said 
that after meeting with Brian Miner, a potential use of CARES funding might be 
a well to help in keeping the Transfer Station clean. The Selectboard expressed 
interest in moving forward with the concept. 
 
With no further business to be discussed, Brian made a motion to adjourn the 
meeting at 7:21pm Bob seconded. Meeting adjourned. 
 
Attest: Louis Bordeaux, Town Coordinator  
 
 
 
__________________, Chairman    ___________________      _______________________  
Robert R. Raymond             Brian J. Keir                Stanley D. Garland    


