
Town of Bernardston 
Selectboard Meeting Minutes 

 
Board Members 

Brian J. Keir            Stanley D. Garland, Chairman      Robert R. Raymond 
 

Minutes for the meeting of August 26, 2020 
Meeting held at Town Hall, 38 Church St, Bernardston, MA 01337. 

 
Selectboard Members Present:          Others Present:   
Stan Garland         Paul Luther 
Brian Keir                                                                  Peter Shedd 
Bob Raymond         
             
Stan Garland called the meeting to order at 6:02pm. He said that BNC-TV was 
providing live coverage of the meeting on television and on their Facebook page 
and replays of the meeting would later be available on the internet. Stan 
mentioned that Bob Raymond would be joining the meeting shortly. 
 
Warrants:  
There were no warrants available for review at this meeting. 
 
Minutes:   
Brian motioned to approve the Regular Meeting Minutes of August 12, 2020 as 
written. Stan seconded the motion, which was approved 2-0. Brian then 
motioned to approve the Special Meeting Minutes of August 19, 2020 as 
written. Stan seconded the motion, which was approved 2-0. 
 
Appointments: 
Paul Luther; Town Clerk 
Mr. Luther addressed mail in voting in Bernardston. He clarified that the 
deadline has passed for the September 1st primaries. Voters may continue to 
request absentee ballots for the November election. Paul added that the Town 
Clerk’s office has already received over 300 absentee ballots. 
 
New Business: 
Fish & Game interested in purchase of town property: 
Stan read from an email received from the state Department of Fisheries and 
Wildlife proposing the purchase of a 14 acre landlocked parcel of land between 
Upper Bald Mountain Road and Huckle Hill Road. He felt that the transaction 
appeared to be complex in nature. Stan thought it best if Town Counsel looked 
into the matter. After a brief discussion, Bob suggested that this item be tabled 
until the next regular meeting on September 9, 2020. 
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Hazardous Waste Collection MOU: 
Stan read through the listing of items that can be disposed of at the Hazardous 
Waste Collection Day scheduled for Saturday September 26th at the GCC Main 
Campus and the Orange Transfer Station. He asked the Town Coordinator if 
this list can be posted on the town website. The Town Coordinator responded 
that it already is on the website. Bob made a motion to sign the MOU. Brian 
seconded Bob’s motion which passed unanimously. 
 
Employee Time Off Request: 
The Selectboard reviewed an employee’s time off request. After a brief 
deliberation, Bob motioned to approve the request. Brian seconded Bob’s 
motion which passed unanimously. 
 
Old Business: 
Fire Station Expansion Design: 
Fire Chief Peter Shedd joined the discussion. Stan wanted to know what the 
members of the Fire Department thought of the most recent set of drawings of 
the fire station expansion. Peter confirmed that the department was on board 
to support the design as presented. As a potential cost saving method for the 
demolition of the house at 12 Church Street, Peter said that he’s been in 
contact with the state EEP office to investigate using it for a test burn. Brian 
brought up the proposed EMS agreement amendment presented by the town of 
Northfield. Brian expressed lukewarm approval when he said that this version 
mentioned the word “ambulance”. He said he’d be willing to sign this version. 
Bob still had concerns regarding future funding. Stan suggested Town Counsel 
review the document. With Counsel’s approval, the amendment can be signed 
at the next regularly scheduled Selectboard meeting. 
 
Stan mentioned a request from the Recreation Commission to operate a soccer 
season in town. The Town Coordinator interjected that he was going to discuss 
this as part of his report. 
 
Town Coordinator Report: 
The Town Coordinator then read an email from Recreation Chair Jennifer 
Stennes. She said that the Rec. Commission met on Monday night August 24th 
and they felt confident that they could offer a shortened soccer season at Pratt 
Field. Stan wanted Randy Crochier of the FRCOG Health Department to weigh 
in on the matter. Bob and Brian said they would be in support of it pending 
Randy’s approval. The Town Coordinator then discussed the first billing from 
Waste Management Recycle America for the recyclables generated at the 
Transfer Station. The billed amount was $869.68. The amount did not include 
hauling fees, which would add over $1,000 to the total. Finally, he addressed 
tax title properties and town owned properties. Soliciting the opinions of the 
Board members, Brian suggested that it would be a good idea to have a 
separate meeting to look at the properties individually and determine the best 
strategy possible. 
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Other Business Unknown at time of posting: 
 
Brian brought up a condition of the Community Hosting Agreement with The 
Heirloom Collective which dealt with charitable donations to the community. 
Brian said that they have made a $2,000 donation to the BES PTO. 
 
Bob mentioned that PVRSD Superintendent Jon Scagel wanted to know about 
the Selectboard’s concerns about teachers bringing their kids to school with 
them. He added that he should probably not be part of the discussion as he 
has family involved at BES. Brian spoke next, saying that he reached out to the 
superintendent separately. Brian felt that other essential workers don’t have 
the same option, to bring their children to work with them. Thus, he said, it 
shouldn’t be an option for teachers either. Stan concurred with Brian’s point of 
view. Bob suggested that Stan, as Chairman, should directly reach out to 
Superintendent Scagel to discuss the situation. 
 
Bob then inquired about the Waste Management billing. The invoice detail 
showed that the credit given for our recyclables ($23.76 per ton) was simply 
deducted from the gross billing. Bob felt that we should be billed the gross 
amount and a payment should be given back to the town which should go into 
the general fund. The other Board members suggested inquiring with Jane 
Dutcher and Kala Fisher for the solution. 
 
Stan then read from an email from Dr. Carriere at BES. In summary, Stan 
confirmed that the Selectboard would like to continue the BES facility meetings 
that were instituted last school year. His only restriction was to not schedule 
them on regular Selectboard meeting days. 
 
With no further business to discuss, Brian motioned to adjourn the meeting at 
7:30pm. Bob seconded and the meeting was unanimously adjourned. 
 
 
Attest: Louis Bordeaux, Town Coordinator  
 
 
__________________, Chairman    ___________________      _______________________  
Stanley D. Garland            Brian J. Keir                Robert R. Raymond     


