
Town of Bernardston 
Selectboard Meeting Minutes 

 
Board Members 

Brian J. Keir            Stanley D. Garland, Chairman      Robert R. Raymond 
 

 
Minutes for the meeting of August 12, 2020 

Meeting held at Town Hall, 38 Church St, Bernardston, MA 01337. 
 
Selectboard Members Present:          Others Present:   
Stan Garland         Paul Luther 
Brian Keir                                                                  Jane Dutcher 
Bob Raymond        Peter Shedd 
          Christina Wysk 
           
Stan Garland called the meeting to order at 6:01pm. He said that BNC-TV was 
providing live coverage of the meeting on television and on their Facebook page 
and replays of the meeting would later be available on the internet.  
 
Warrants:  
Brian made a motion to approve the Payroll Warrant in the amount of 
$34,022.60. Bob seconded; motion passed unanimously. Brian then made a 
motion to approve the Vendor Warrant in the amount of $54,115.49. Stan 
mentioned that $35,000 of the Vendor Warrant total was the invoiced cost of 
demolition of The Hollywood.  Bob seconded; motion passed unanimously. 
 
Minutes:   
Brian motioned to approve the Regular Meeting Minutes of July 29, 2020 as 
written. Bob seconded the motion, which was approved unanimously.  
 
While waiting for the Town Clerk, Stan moved to the first item of New Business. 
It was the appointment of COA Director Hayley Bolton as the FRTA Rep for 
FY21. Hayley was the rep in FY20. Brian motioned to appoint Hayley as the 
FRTA Rep for FY21. Bob seconded and the motion passed 3-0. 
 
Appointments: 
Paul Luther; Town Clerk 
Mr. Luther reminded viewers that in addition to absentee ballots, in person 
early voting would be available in advance of the September 1st primaries. He 
then reminded the Selectboard and viewers about the voting protocols which 
went into effect with the recent Town Election. This included the presence of 
just one voter at a time and the traffic flow with voters exiting Town Hall via the 
side door and ramp on the east side of the building. Stan then read the election 
warrant for the state primary.  
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Brian motioned to sign the warrant, Bob seconded. The vote passed 
unanimously and the Selectboard members signed the warrant. While Paul 
returned to the Town Clerk’s office, Stan called upon Christina Wysk for the 
Town Clerk’s appointment list (included with these minutes). Brian made a 
motion to approve the appointees. Bob seconded Brian’s motion. The vote 
passed unanimously. 
 
New Business: 
Conservation Commission Meeting Request: 
Conservation Commission Chairman Bill Meese submitted a request for the 
Commission to meet. His original request was to conduct the meeting at Town 
Hall. That request was subsequently revised to become a virtual meeting. By 
consensus the Selectboard decided that permission was not needed to conduct 
virtual meetings. Meetings conducted in Town Hall would still require approval 
of the Selectboard. 
 
Highway Department welding machine: 
Brian Miner has requested permission for the Highway Department to 
purchase a new commercial grade welder for the Highway Garage. Brian Keir 
said that this type machine would work hotter and faster, thus increasing 
productivity. Brian Keir made a motion to purchase the welder at a cost of 
$2,984.36. Bob seconded and the motion passed unanimously. 
 
Fire Department Squad Truck: 
Fire Chief Peter Shedd was informed that the long awaited squad truck won’t 
be available until sometime in the upcoming winter. Ford of Greenfield could 
get the truck sooner, but it would increase the cost by close to $5,000. After a 
brief discussion, the Board opted to wait for state list availability. If there’s a 
price increase due to a new model year, that will be addressed at that time. 
 
Northfield EMS agreement amendment: 
While Peter was at the table, the question of an amendment to the agreement 
with the Town of Northfield for ambulance service was discussed. Peter voiced 
his displeasure with the amendment as presented. He echoed the concerns of 
the Selectboard members by saying that the fee of $10,000 should be 
earmarked specifically for ambulance replacement. By placing the money in an 
enterprise account, it could be used for any Northfield EMS purpose. Stan 
recommended to his colleagues that the amendment should not be signed until 
the language is clarified. 
 
Employee Time Off Requests: 
The Selectboard reviewed the time off requests of two employees. After a brief 
deliberation, Brian motioned to approve both requests. Bob seconded Brian’s 
motion which passed unanimously. 
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Old Business: 
Financing Options for Freightliner Truck: 
Stan reviewed three financing options of the new Freightliner truck. Stan 
expressed interest in the five year plan. Brian asked Jane Dutcher what her 
opinion was. Jane felt the three year option was the best choice. She also 
reminded the Board that it should be considered as a debt exclusion item, so 
not to adversely affect other departmental spending. Bob made a motion to 
move forward with the three year loan term. Brian seconded and the vote 
passed unanimously. The Board then discussed options to get the debt 
exclusion onto an election ballot. The specificity of language for the ballot 
question came up. Bob motioned to get the ballot question submitted to the 
Town Clerk for inclusion on the May 3, 2021 Town Election ballot. Brian 
seconded and the motion passed unanimously. 
 
Town Hall Office Improvements: 
Stan spoke briefly about finding the best paint color for the interior of Town 
Hall. He expressed a desire to have the color decided at the next Selectboard 
meeting. 
 
Town Coordinator Report: 
The Town Coordinator spoke about safety measures regarding mosquitoes and 
EEE prevention. He also described a virtual meeting with cable negotiator Bill 
Solomon and the progress made so far in advance of the next Comcast contract 
with the town. 
 
Stan then brought up a request from the Pioneer district to increase the 
potential CARES Act spending. Previously, the Board voted to spend over $42K 
in CARES funding on COVID-19 safety measures at BES. With the addition of 
more PPE, the new amount requested was $52,898. Bob motioned to increase 
the amount of CARES funding for the Pioneer district to the full $52,898 which 
included tents and Plexiglas partitions that were not previously accounted for. 
Brian seconded and the motion passed unanimously. 
 
With no further business to discuss, Brian motioned to adjourn the meeting at 
7:23pm. Bob seconded and the meeting was unanimously adjourned. 
 
 
Attest: Louis Bordeaux, Town Coordinator  
 
 
__________________, Chairman    ___________________      _______________________  
Stanley D. Garland            Brian J. Keir                Robert R. Raymond     


