
Town of Bernardston 

Selectboard Meeting Minutes 

 
 

Board Members 

Brian J. Keir            Robert R. Raymond, Chairman      Stanley D. Garland    

 

Minutes for the meeting of May 6, 2020 

Meeting held at Town Hall, 38 Church St, Bernardston, MA 01337. 
 
Selectboard Members Present:          Others Present:   

Bob Raymond         Peter Shedd 

Stan Garland                                                                  

Brian Keir 

 
Bob Raymond called the meeting to order at 6:01pm. He said that BNC-TV was 

providing live coverage of the meeting and replays of the meeting would later be 
available on the internet.  
 

Warrants 
Bob entertained a motion to approve the Payroll Warrant in the amount of 
$37,993.96. Motion to approve by Brian and seconded by Stan. Motion 

unanimously approved. Bob then asked for a motion to approve the Vendor 
Warrant in the amount of $74,579.77. Motion to approve by Brian and 
seconded by Stan. Motion unanimously approved. 

 
Minutes   

Next, Bob asked for a motion to approve the minutes of the Regular Meeting of 
April 22, 2020. Motion to approve by Brian and seconded by Stan. Motion 
unanimously approved. 

 
COVID-19 Update: 

Peter Shedd joins the meeting. Bob asked for clarification on the Governor’s 
order to wear facial coverings. Peter explained that in settings such as this 
meeting where social distancing of a minimum of six feet is possible, masks are 

not required. Peter added that there has been an increase in COVID-19 cases 
in town, but no deaths from the virus in town. Bob asked if Emergency 
Management was documenting the details from this pandemic, for future 

reference. Peter responded affirmatively that they are documenting things as 
they play out. He said that accessibility to PPE is improving. Peter said that 

local businesses had contacted him seeking masks. He added that there are a 
substantial number of COVID-19 grants available. Bob then brought up the 
possible use of Pratt Field for a BES Graduation. Dr. Carriere requested June 

12th or June 15th to hold the event. The Board will revisit this at their meeting 
of May 20th. 

 
(continued next page) 
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New Business 

Selectboard Reorganization: 
The annual reorganization of the Selectboard was discussed. Bob nominated 
Stan to take over as Chair, effective at the next meeting. Brian seconded the 

nomination and was approved unanimously. Bob then nominated Brian to take 
over as Vice Chairman. Stan seconded the nomination, which was approved 
unanimously. Finally Brian nominated Bob to become Secretary. Stan 

seconded the nomination, which was approved unanimously. 
 

Budget Concerns: 
Brian suggested the Board discuss the remainder of the FY20 budget due to 
concerns about a revenue shortfall due to the COVID-19 pandemic. He felt it 

would be prudent to exercise caution with any spending for the rest of the 
fiscal year and into FY21. Stan echoed Brian’s concern regarding FY21. Brian 
said that The Beacon has projected an FY20 shortfall of $300-500 million, with 

FY21 estimates forecast to be short $2-3 billion dollars, possibly as much as 
$4.5 billion. Stan made a motion to send a memo to all department heads to 

stop any unnecessary spending and control any potential overtime hours. 
Brian seconded the motion, which passed 3-0. 
 

Future Remote Meeting Participation: 
Bob addressed the topic succinctly by explaining that it’s still a new process for 

the Selectboard. Whatever decisions are forthcoming, regarding remote 
availabilities of meetings, will be made in advance by the Selectboard. 
 

Board of Health proposed meeting: 
The Board of Health, in accordance with Selectboard wishes, asked for 
permission to conduct a meeting in the conference area of Town Hall. Brian 

outlined that there was some business that needed to be taken care of, 
including a request from the FRCOG Health Department. By consensus, all 

Board members agreed to grant permission for the meeting to take place. 
 
Old Business: 

Town Clerk concerns about Annual Election and Annual Town Meeting: 
Bob reviewed a list of concerns submitted by the Town Clerk. His suggestion to 

get out as many absentee ballots as possible was met favorably by the 
Selectboard members. Stan made a motion to hold the Annual Town Election 
on Monday June 29th, with the Town Clerk setting the voting hours. Brian 

seconded the motion which passed 3-0. 
 
BES Chimney Repair: 

Bob revisited the topic of airflow and the chimney at BES. In a previous 
discussion, Bob told the Board that Scott Thayer would be able to install a 

device known as a “Mother Hubbard” which would redirect airflow for about 
$1400. Another option was to rebuild the chimney at a cost of over $5,000. 
(continued next page) 
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Stan made a motion to have Thayer install the “Mother Hubbard” at a cost to 

not exceed $1,500. Brian seconded. The motion passed unanimously. Bob then 
added that Kevin Seaman brought up a Pella Window invoice, outlining that 
their labor rates have changed. He said that Mr. Seaman projected the window 

repairs to be performed on June 17th. 
 
Powers Institute Roof Repair: 

Also discussed at the previous meeting, Hawkins Roofing of Deerfield 
recommended repair of the roof at PI for a sum not to exceed $5,000. Bob 

reminded the Board members that the lower level floors will not be repaired 
this year, freeing up some funding. Stan motioned to hire Hawkins Roofing of 
Deerfield to repair the PI roof, not to exceed $5,000. Brian seconded the 

motion, which passed unanimously. 
 

Bob then mentioned a newly brought up concern; that being disposal of 
wastewater. In a conversation with Dave Powers, it came up that the state has 
severely restricted companies that pump septic tanks and their ability to 

dispose of the waste. Bob then read a letter submitted by Greg Gardner, owner 
of Greg’s Septic Service echoing Dave’s concerns. After a brief discussion, Bob 
volunteered to draft a letter to our legislators in hopes of easing the hard 

hitting restrictions. Stan pondered if the FRCOG has this on their radar. He 
then asked to keep this topic on the Old Business rotation so it doesn’t fall 

through the cracks. 
 
Town Coordinator Report 

The Town Coordinator spoke briefly about the attempt at remote participation 
and some of the limitations of trying to get the meeting streamed as well as 
covered in its regular manner by BNC-TV. He then showed and talked about 

the posters provided by the FRCOG Health Department, indicating that facial 
coverings must be worn. The posters have been distributed to all Bernardston 

public buildings and a supply remains on hand for local businesses. 
 

With no further business to be discussed, Stan made a motion to adjourn the 
meeting at 7:18pm Brian seconded.  

 
Attest: Louis Bordeaux, Town Coordinator  

 
 
 

__________________, Chairman    ___________________      _______________________ 

Robert R. Raymond             Brian J. Keir                Stanley D. Garland    


