
Town of Bernardston 

Selectboard Meeting Minutes 

 
 

Board Members 

Brian J. Keir            Robert R. Raymond, Chairman      Stanley D. Garland    

 

Minutes for the meeting of April 22, 2020 

Meeting held at Town Hall, 38 Church St, Bernardston, MA 01337. 
 
Selectboard Members Present:          Others Present:   

Bob Raymond         Peter Shedd 

Stan Garland                                                                  

Brian Keir 

 
Bob Raymond called the meeting to order at 6:01pm. He said that BNC-TV was 

providing live coverage of the meeting and replays of the meeting would later be 
available on the internet.  
 

Payroll: Bob asked for a motion to approve the payroll warrant in the amount 
of $40,616.49. Brian motioned to approve, seconded by Stan. Motion passed by 
a vote of 3-0.  

 
Vendor: Next, Bob entertained a motion to approve the vendor warrant in the 
amount of $41,324.15. Brian motioned to approve, seconded by Stan. Motion 

passed by a vote of 3-0.  
  

Minutes  Bob then asked for a motion to approve the minutes of the Regular 

Meeting of April 8, 2020. Brian motioned to approve, seconded by Stan. Motion 
passed by a vote of 3-0. 
 

COVID-19 Update: 
Emergency Management Director Peter Shedd joined the meeting for the 

community update regarding the current pandemic. Peter offered a sense of 
optimism by saying it appears that the infection curve seems to be flattening. 
Also, emergency services calls have been reducing in quantity. Further he 

added that the much sought after PPE seems to be more readily available than 
it had been over the past few weeks. When the subject turned to testing, Peter 
said that the mobile testing site at the Big E in West Springfield has been quite 

efficient. Bob mentioned the previous day’s announcement by Governor Baker 
in which the Governor stated that school buildings would remain closed for the 

remainder of the school year. Bob inquired if that meant there could be no use 
of the school facilities. Peter responded that that was his understanding. Peter 
added that the ban extends to state parks as well. It is possible the state will 

loosen that ban as the weather improves. 
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The discussion circled back to testing and notification in the event of a person 
who tests positive. Brian said what a great job the fire and police departments 
are doing, especially in trying to help kids celebrate their birthdays with 

parades. Finally, Emergency Management will be responsible for applying to 
MEMA/FEMA for reimbursements related to COVID-19 spending. 
 
New Business 

Solid Waste District: 

Bob had two email messages from Jan Ameen, the Executive Director of the 
Franklin County Solid Waste Management District. The first was concerning 
the District’s annual purchase of two new recycling rolloff units. Jan’s 

accompanying figures showed that Bernardston’s share of the cost this time 
will be about $13 less than last year. Her second email dealt with the potential 

cost savings if Bernardston was to separate glass from the other recycled 
containers. With Bernardston buying a new compactor and miscellaneous 
services to bring the compactor online, Jan estimated that it would take the 

Town approximately 6.4 years to recoup the cost. There were several questions 
that neither her email nor her spreadsheet could answer. Stan asked if we 
could get Jan to commit to a conference call so those questions could be 

accurately answered. 
 

Recreation Commission: 
Bob mentioned the difficult decision that Chair Jenn Stennes faced in 
cancelling the annual spring sports season. The next potential area to be 

cancelled could be the Summer Rec program, which historically takes place at 
BES. Bob felt it was still too early to cancel that, so he suggested that no action 
be taken in regards to cancelling the Summer Rec program at this time.  

 
Separately Bob added that he had spoken with Finance Committee Chair Jane 

Dutcher about the purchase of the new lawnmower for the Highway 
Department. At Jane’s suggestion, it was agreed to move forward and purchase 
the new mower now. Brian Miner has been advised. 

 
Also, the “over the rail” mower had to have its controller sent out to the 

manufacturer in Washington state for reprogramming. When the part is 
returned, Raymond’s Repair will service the mower. 
 

Bob said that he was called about the Hollywood building. With the structure’s 
imminent demise, past patrons are having a feeling of nostalgia and would like 
to obtain memorabilia. The caller to Bob had inquired about the signage on the 

building, offering payment for the signs. Bob reminded the viewers that the 
Town, under no circumstances, can permit anyone to be in, on or around the 

building due to safety concerns. He had Brian Miner see if the signs could be 
removed simply, and they could not be. Bob also mentioned that someone had 
broken the door down. Chief Palmeri has been made aware. 
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Bob then spoke about a conversation he had regarding the chimney at BES. It 

had been mentioned previously to increase the height of the chimney so 
exhaust does not get brought inside the school through the air handler which 
is in close proximity. A device called a “Mother Hubbard” may be a less 

expensive solution. Bob also said that he spoke with PVRSD Facilities Director 
Kevin Seaman about the repairs and other items at BES. Seaman said that 
they were going to take care of the window repairs, including new handles. 

 
Bob also spoke with Hawkins Roofing of Deerfield about repair of the slate roof 

at Powers Institute. Mr. Hawkins claimed to have worked on the roof about 15 
years earlier, thus was familiar with it. He gave Bob a rough estimate of $3,000 
to $4,000 for repair. 

 
Old Business: 

No Old Business was on the agenda at this meeting. 
 
Town Coordinator Report 

During the current pandemic, the Town Coordinator has been looking into 
options for Town Hall employees to work remotely. He presented the Board with 
information about the “FortiNet 60E Firewall”. He said that it’s a very secure 

device and environment, and would afford the opportunity to Town Hall 
workers to access their Town Hall computer systems from their own homes. 

The system carried a price tag of $3,600, 75% of which could be reimbursed 
through FEMA/MEMA funding. Stan voiced concern about spending more 
money, which carried no guarantee of reimbursement. He expressed an interest 

in discussing not just this, but all of the COVID-19 related expenditures with 
the Finance Committee before moving forward. The discussion then turned to 
the MVP Designation that the Town currently seeks. The Town Coordinator was 

part of a remote meeting earlier in the day along with Kimberly Noake-Macphee 
and Allison Gage from the FRCOG. Chris Wysk and John Lepore were also on 

the Zoom meeting. Several options were discussed to try and hold the public 
hearing, which had been previously scheduled for the United Church, on a 
remote participation basis. Kimberly felt it was important to get the Selectboard 

involved, given that for a remote meeting it will be more difficult for citizens to 
participate. 

 
Finally, Bob asked about bill schedules. By consensus, the Board agreed to 
change the submission time from Tuesday at 9am to Monday at 9am. A 

conversation took place about utilizing Zoom meetings for the future. 
 

With no further business to be discussed, Stan made a motion to adjourn the 
meeting at 7:25pm Brian seconded. Meeting adjourned. 

 
Attest: Louis Bordeaux, Town Coordinator  

 
 
__________________, Chairman    ___________________      _______________________ 

Robert R. Raymond             Brian J. Keir                Stanley D. Garland    


