
 

 

Town of Bernardston 

Selectboard Meeting Minutes 

 
 

Board Members 

Brian J. Keir            Robert R. Raymond, Chairman      Stanley D. Garland    

 

Minutes for the special meeting of March 19, 2020 

Meeting held at Town Hall, 38 Church St, Bernardston, MA 01337. 
 
Selectboard Members Present:           Others Present:   
Bob Raymond         Brian Miner 

Stan Garland             Lloyd Grover 

Brian Keir         Peter Shedd 

          Jim Palmeri 
          Hayley Bolton 

          Jean Page 

          Bill Montiglio 
  

Bob Raymond called the meeting to order at 3:30pm.  
 

Bob opened by saying that the purpose of the meeting is to try to get everyone on the 
same page. He added that if you’re going to have any expenses related to the COVID-
19 crisis, that keeping detailed records is imperative. The state may reimburse up to 
75%, but it’s based on good record keeping. 
 
Bob then brought up some accounting anomalies. Certain accounts have overspent, 
while others have an excess amount in them. It’s been a concern for the Selectboard. 
Recently, the auditors have been researching some of these issues. 
 
Stan then said that he wanted to discuss the accounting issues and the coronavirus. 
Stan has proposed a meeting with the FRCOG and department heads regarding 
accounting so that there are no more errors. The meeting had been discussed prior to 
the pandemic, and is currently on hold. 
 
The Town Coordinator brought up the fact that the Selectboard previously, by 
consensus, agreed that all grant contracts must go through the Selectboard office. The 
Town Coordinator then would meet with the Accountant to ensure grant funding is set 
up properly. 
 
Next, Stan said that interdepartmental communication, now more than ever, is 
critical. He pointed out that there have been times in the past when departments did 
not communicate adequately and asked that all departments make an effort to 
improve the communication. 
 
Stan drew attention to an internal department head listing, provided by the Town 
Coordinator. He said that would be a great tool in helping departments communicate 
with one another.       (continued next page) 



 

 

(continued from previous page) 
Selectboard Meeting Minutes 
March 19, 2020 
 
Each department had the opportunity to express any current concerns. 
 
Senior Center Director Hayley Bolton spoke about a break-in at the Center. She has 
been in discussions with Detectoguard to add motion detectors and potentially 
cameras there. 
 
Highway Superintendent Brian Miner asked to be kept informed as to timing of events 
in town. He said that for many requests, he needs up to a week’s notice to schedule 
his people properly. 

 
Emergency Management Director Peter Shedd provided the fourth update regarding 
the pandemic. He said that the biggest concern is still getting enough supplies such as 
sanitizer, wipes, and personal protective equipment. Police Chief Jim Palmeri echoed 
Peter’s concerns. Jim said that he is also trying to get supplies, thus far to no avail. 
 
Hayley said that there are 773 seniors in town. The Council on Aging has put a 
database together and is planning on calling them with wellness checks. Added 
staffing will likely be necessary to keep things moving along. Among the items on their 
call list are such things as pet care and supplies. Emergency Management’s Bill 
Montiglio commented that the EOC is staffed on a part time basis and is limited as to 
how they can help. There’s concern that some seniors who should stay at home may 
run out of kitty litter or pet food. Bob and Stan volunteered to go get these types of 
things if or when possible. 
 
Chief Palmeri spoke briefly about police protocols. Sheriff Cocchi in Hampden County 
is aware of the situation in Franklin County and has expressed his commitment to 
support as needed. He mentioned the PVRSD restriction on playground usage. Brian 
Keir added that Dr. Carriere of BES claimed that is part of the Governor’s order 
regarding public school facilities. 
 
Bob circled back to Hayley’s concern about people to make phone calls. He said that 

there may be people from the library who might be available. 
 
Bob wrapped things up mentioning that the Annual Town Meeting remains scheduled 
for May 6th, although it is subject to change. Finally, he mentioned that the office has 
been in touch with a contractor regarding demolition of The Hollywood. 
 
With no further business to be discussed, Stan made a motion to adjourn the meeting 
at 4:33pm Brian seconded.  
 
Attest: Louis Bordeaux, Town Coordinator  
 
 
__________________, Chairman    ___________________      _______________________ 

Robert R. Raymond             Brian J. Keir                Stanley D. Garland    

 

 
 


