
Town of Bernardston 

Selectboard Meeting Minutes 

 
 

Board Members 

Brian J. Keir            Robert R. Raymond, Chairman      Stanley D. Garland    

 

Minutes for the special meeting of March 18, 2020 

Meeting held at Town Hall, 38 Church St, Bernardston, MA 01337. 
 
Selectboard Members Present:          Others Present:   

Bob Raymond         per sign-in log 

Stan Garland                                                                  

Brian Keir 

 
Bob Raymond called the meeting to order at 6:00pm. He said that BNC-TV was 

providing live coverage of the meeting and replays of the meeting would later be 
available on the internet.  
 

1. Mark and Wendy Abramson – Conservation Restriction: 
The Selectboard had previously received a document for a potential 
Conservation Restriction from Mr. Abramson. The document was lengthy and 

the Selectboard had some questions for him. Stan asked what the purpose of 
the Restriction would be. Mark responded that it’s been their desire to formally 
protect the land since they purchased it. The Restriction would not allow for 

general public access, such as with the Charity Lot. Mark described the erosion 
of Barton Brook and potential remediation efforts. Stan asked about the 

possibility of a snowmobiler getting hurt on the property. Mark said that the 
Town would not be responsible. He said that the process could take as long as 
two years to finalize. He asked the Conservation Commission Chair to read and 

sign, if approved. Subsequently, the Restriction would have to go to Town 
Counsel. 

 
2. COVID-19 Update: 
Emergency Management Director Peter Shedd joined the discussion to provide 

up to the minute information on the effect of the pandemic in Bernardston. 
Peter said that the biggest hurdle they are facing is the shortage of hand 
sanitizer and antiseptic wipes. Bob brought up the fact that MEMA/FEMA will 

be reimbursing the Town for relevant expenses incurred by the pandemic. Peter 
echoed the fact, and called for thorough documentation so that expenses, when 

eligible, can be reimbursed at the 75% level. Council on Aging Chair Nancy 
Bordewieck joined the discussion. She described the method planned for “drive 
up” meals at the Senior Center. Nancy also mentioned that with 773 seniors in 

town, they would like to embark on telephone outreach to ensure seniors are 
inconvenienced as little as possible during the pandemic. 
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Peter reiterated that the key component of community response is for the town 
departments to communicate with each other. Town Clerk Paul Luther inquired 
about which surface wipes are the most effective at eliminating the COVID-19 

germs. Peter said that there was conflicting information on what, if any, is the 
most effective. Stan said that nationwide, hoarding has been a big problem. 
The discussion then turned to transmission of the virus. The virus does not live 

on dust particles. It does survive on small droplets which can then survive on 
surfaces. Stan said that people should not take any of this for granted, with 

regard to staying healthy. This remains a serious condition.  
 
3. Annual Town Meeting: 

The Governor has issued an order permitting towns to schedule their Annual 
Town Meetings later than usual. Bob said that currently, Bernardston has not 

rescheduled our Annual Town Meeting, planned for May 6, 2020 at Pioneer. 
The warrant will still close on April 6, 2020. 
 

4. Powers Institute Museum: 
Lou Atherton submitted a request to work in the museum during the closure of 
the Powers Institute building. She has some new items for the museum which 

need to be catalogued and processed. Bob explained that she could do so, but 
the upstairs bathroom is not running and will not be. Also, there’s no heat up 

there. He added that it would be necessary to have at least one other person on 
site with her in the event of an emergency. Request approved by consensus. 
 

5. 12 Church Street: 
Bob said that he had been advised that the Town will be able to close on the 
donated property at 12 Church Street very soon. The Town will pay the closing 

costs associated with the property transfer, with funding that was approved at 
the Annual Town Meeting in 2019. 

 
Bob then said that he had talked to Associated Building Wreckers of 
Springfield regarding the Hollywood. They will need a copy of the existing 

asbestos survey before giving the Town an accurate estimate. Then Stan 
mentioned other towns had closed their Town Halls in an effort to flatten the 

curve of the pandemic. He made a motion to close Bernardston Town Hall to 
the public for the time being. Brian seconded the motion which passed 3-0. 
 

With no further business to be discussed, Stan made a motion to adjourn the 
meeting at 7:22pm Brian seconded.  
 

Attest: Louis Bordeaux, Town Coordinator  
 

 
__________________, Chairman    ___________________      _______________________ 

Robert R. Raymond             Brian J. Keir                Stanley D. Garland    


