
Town of Bernardston 

Selectboard Meeting Minutes 

 
 

Board Members 

Brian J. Keir            Robert R. Raymond, Chairman      Stanley D. Garland    

 

Minutes for the meeting of February 11, 2020 

Meeting held at Town Hall, 38 Church St, Bernardston, MA 01337. 
 
Selectboard Members Present:          Others Present:   

Stan Garland                                                                 per sign-in log 

Brian Keir 

 
Stan Garland called the meeting to order at 6:02pm. He said that BNC-TV was 
providing live coverage of the meeting and replays of the meeting would later be 

available on the internet. 
 

Warrants  

Stan asked for a motion to approve the Payroll Warrant in the amount of 
$34,770.70. Brian motioned to approve, Stan seconded and the motion passed 
unanimously.  

Stan then entertained a motion to approve the Vendor Warrant for $21,677.11 
Brian motioned to approve, Stan seconded and the motion passed 
unanimously.  

 
Minutes   

Stan entertained a motion to approve the minutes of the regular meeting of 
January 28, 2020. Brian made a motion to approve the minutes as written. 
Stan seconded, and the motion passed 2-0.  

 
Calendar & Announcements  

Stan then announced upcoming meetings, as listed on the attached agenda.  
 

Citizens’ Concerns 

No Citizens Concerns at this meeting. 
 

Other Meetings Attended by Selectboard Members 

Brian attended the Recreation Department meeting on February 2nd. He 
commented that there have been concerns raised with the gym at BES being 

left a mess after basketball games. Much of the problem is trash that is being 
left behind. He reminded the viewers that there are trash cans on site, and 

spectators and players should bring their trash out after their game or practice. 
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Brian also attended the School Committee’s Budget Subcommittee meeting. He 
said that the Town’s assessment, as it currently stands, should be reduced by 
slightly more than $10,000. He then attended the School Committee’s full 

meeting on February 6th where it was revealed that an adjustment counselor 
had been hired at an annual salary of $71,000. That changed the assessment 
amount, increasing Bernardston’s share by about $2,000. 

 
Appointments 

6:05 John Lepore; MVP grant update 

John Lepore and Christina Wysk, members of the Town’s Planning Board 
recently received approval for a $20,000 grant to draft the Town’s Municipal 

Vulnerabilities Preparedness Plan (MVP). John spoke about some of the natural 
hazards and vulnerabilities of the Town. He has been an integral part of the 

Town’s Hazard Mitigation Plan meetings. The vendor of choice for the Hazard 
Mitigation Plan is the FRCOG. John discussed with the Selectboard how the 
FRCOG emerged as the vendor of choice for the MVP program. Because the two 

are interconnected, it made logistical sense, but also gives the opportunity to 
readily share information from one report to the other. Brian made a motion to 
accept the FRCOG as the Town’s vendor for the MVP project. Stan seconded 

and the motion passed 2-0. 
 

At this point, Stan moved Old Business ahead of New Business because the 
Highway Superintendent was present. 
 

Old Business 

Highway Department new truck: 
Highway Superintendent Brian Miner was invited to speak with the Board. He 

mentioned that the 2007 one ton truck is on it’s last legs. He detailed repairs 
put into it recently. Stan read the list of currently needed repairs, which would 

bring the total amount put into the old truck at some $17,000. Brian Miner 
said that some of those repairs are necessary just to get the vehicle to pass 
state inspection. He then read some of the information for a new Freightliner 

brand one ton. Brian Keir asked about life expectancy of the Freightliner. Miner 
said that it was 13 to 15 years, while similar Ford’s were only about 7 to 9 

years. He said that if the Town sent a letter to ATG Trucks, that would cut the 
delivery time to four months. If we waited until ordering after Annual Town 
Meeting, we’d be looking at delivery sometime in January. Stan reiterated that 

the Board was not trying to circumvent Annual Town Meeting approval. He said 
that the Town would like to get the truck in a timely manner and by ordering it 
now, it would cut the delivery time significantly. If the Board moves forward 

and orders the truck and Town Meeting rejects it, the ordered truck would go 
to the next town on the dealer’s order list. Brian Keir made a motion to draft 

the letter to ATG, contingent on Town Meeting approval and a Proposition 2 ½ 
debt exclusion vote. Stan seconded and the motion passed 2-0. 
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Stan commented that Brian Miner and his crew are doing a fantastic job on our 
roads. He also asked for the patience of the townspeople regarding road 
conditions during storms. Miner said that he is looking at using some Chapter 

90 money for crack sealing and would eventually like to get a portion of Huckle 
Hill Road paved. Longer term plans include applying gravel to Fox Hill Road. 
 

New Business 

Town Hall Computer Replacement Schedule: 

The Town Coordinator suggested a replacement schedule for computers and 
related equipment in Town Hall. The reasoning was that the state suggested a 
replacement of computers in a window of three to four years. Currently some of 

the computers in Town Hall are eight years old and older. A schedule for 
replacement would take the burden off of individual departments. It would also 

reduce budgetary concerns for those departments. The Board, by consensus, 
gave its approval to the project. Finance Chair Jane Dutcher suggested such a 
schedule should include all computers and peripherals. 

 
BES Usage Request: 
Pioneer Suburban Basketball requested use of the BES gym. Brian motioned to 

approve the request. Stan seconded the motion, which passed 2-0. 
 

COA Interim Outreach Coordinator Request: 
A request was put forth by the Council on Aging to appoint Dianne Cornwell as 
the Interim Outreach Coordinator. Stan read the request. Brian made a motion 

to appoint Dianne. Stan seconded the motion. Stan continued by saying that 
the reason for the interim request was the resignation of Sue Laford. Stan read 
Sue’s letter of resignation. The motion was voted on, and passed 2-0. 

 
Monitoring of employee benefits: 

Town Treasurer Susan Bobe was invited to speak on the subject. She said that 
what the auditors want are: a letter of hire, the position a person is hired for, 
the terms of hiring, a person’s wage amount, whether they are on salary or 

hourly and any other specifics regarding their compensation. She added that 
there’s a lot of paperwork required. Stan told Sue that the Town Coordinator 

will get the paperwork done and then give the completed packets to the 
Treasurer. The subject of time accruals was discussed. Sue mentioned that 
department heads are supposed to keep track of that, however Sue said that 

she also maintains a record of accruals. Brian suggested that the Selectboard, 
Treasurer and various department heads make an annual comparison to 
ensure accuracy. The Town Coordinator suggested more frequency, possibly 

quarterly to reduce any surprises that may be revealed on an annual 
comparison. Jane Dutcher suggested that employees should be advised of 

raises on July 1st and that they should also have their accurate accruals added 
to that document. 
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Town Coordinator Report 

The Town Coordinator addressed a conversation with Town Counsel. Counsel 
advised that using RFP’s to dispose of tax title properties would not be in the 

Town’s best interest. Based on that discussion, the Coordinator contacted 
some auctioneers to determine costs to the Town for conducting auctions of tax 
title properties. Douglas Auctioneers of South Deerfield offered a proposal 

outlining their services at no cost to the Town. 
Next, the Town Coordinator reported that he met with a fiber optic network 

developer to determine the feasibility of setting up a high speed internet service 
for the Town. With the terrain of the Town, fiber to every home would be 
unlikely due to the cost involved. However, there are options to make such a 

network a reality. 
 

With no further business to be discussed, Brian made a motion to adjourn the 
meeting at 7:22pm Stan seconded.  
 

Attest: Louis Bordeaux, Town Coordinator  
 
 

__________________, Chairman    ___________________      _______________________ 

Robert R. Raymond             Brian J. Keir                Stanley D. Garland    

 
 
 


