
Town of Bernardston 

Selectboard Meeting Minutes 

 
 

Board Members 

Brian J. Keir            Robert R. Raymond, Chairman      Stanley D. Garland    

 

Minutes for the meeting of January 14, 2020 

Meeting held at Town Hall, 38 Church St, Bernardston, MA 01337. 
 
Selectboard Members Present:          Others Present:   

Bob Raymond                                  per sign-in log 

Stan Garland                                                          

Brian Keir 

 
Chairman Bob Raymond called the meeting to order at 6:00pm.  

He said that BNC-TV was providing live coverage of the meeting and replays of 
the meeting would later be available on the internet. 
 

Warrants  
Bob asked for a motion to approve the Payroll Warrant in the amount of 
$34,192.42. Brian motioned to approve, Stan seconded and the motion passed 

unanimously. Bob then entertained a motion to approve the Vendor Warrant 
for $32,840.36 Brian motioned to approve, Stan seconded and the motion 
passed unanimously.  

 
Minutes   

Bob entertained a motion to approve the minutes of the regular meeting of 
December 18, 2019. Brian made a motion to approve the minutes as written. 
Stan seconded, and the motion passed 3-0.  

 
Calendar & Announcements  

Bob then announced upcoming meetings and events, as listed on the attached 
agenda.  
 

Citizens’ Concerns 

There were no Citizens’ Concerns at this meeting. 

 
Other Meetings Attended by Selectboard Members 

Stan attended an accounting meeting at FRCOG. He reported that there were 

some ongoing issues with the accounting program. The accounting department 
is now fully staffed, although they are paying higher wages than they 

anticipated. Stan said that as costs continue to increase, towns are looking into 
shared services or hiring their own accountants. He said that we are currently 
paying the FRCOG approximately $24,000 annually for the accounting service. 
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Brian attended a PVRSD school committee meeting. The district appears to be 
in pretty good financial shape. An auditor’s report confirmed that. The Excess 
and Deficiency was not as much as the district anticipated. The biggest news of 

the upcoming week is the scheduled meeting to discuss possible closure of the 
Warwick Elementary School. There’s a concern about the minimum 
contribution because even if the overall budget shows a 0% increase, 

Bernardston may still have to pay more. 
 

Appointments 

6:05 Jared Smith; Bernardston-Gill-Leyden Snowmobile Club 

Jared provided color maps of the current trails near Pratt Field. The Club’s  

proposed new trail avoids the sports fields at Pratt. Brian commented that the 
Club has been good neighbors, especially when using Pratt Field for their 

annual swap meet. Stan made a motion to allow the Club to modify their route. 
Brian seconded the motion, which passed unanimously.  
 

Due to the brevity of the first appointment, Bob advanced to the first item of 
New Business, Town Employee Evaluations. The Board settled on six 
employees who should be evaluated by the Board. The Town Coordinator, 

Highway Superintendent, Police Chief, Fire Chief, Town Clerk and Treasurer. 
Stan suggested the meetings should be done during the day. Brian added that 

he would like to get them done in a group to minimize time off requests at his 
job.  
 

6:15pm Clayton Cardin; Bernardston Recreation Department 
Mr. Cardin was joined by Mik Muller, an area Soapbox Derby enthusiast. 
Clayton stated that the Recreation Department would like to run a Soapbox 

Derby in conjunction with Family Day. Some potential locations were 
discussed, as was a date of June 28th. Stan asked how many vendors might be 

involved. Clayton responded that it could be five or six. Bob asked about 
insurance for the event. Clayton expressed interest in a rider on the Town’s 
insurance policy. Mr. Muller added that the Soapbox Derby, for insurance 

purposes, would be classified as a “skateboard event”. Preliminarily, the Board 
agrees by consensus to let the plans move forward for a Soapbox Derby. Brian 

then made a motion to have the Bernardston Recreation Department move 
forward with planning for a Soapbox Derby to be held on the Eden Trail/West 
Mountain Road area. Stan seconded Brian’s motion, which passed 

unanimously. 
 
 

New Business 

Town Employee Resignation: 

Transfer Station/Highway Department worker Jacob Louison submitted his 
resignation. Bob read Jacob’s letter. Stan motioned to approve. Brian seconded 
the motion which passed 3-0. 
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Potential Special Town Meeting Schedule: 
Bob gave the background on issues with the 2007 Highway truck that may 

need to be replaced. The current lead time to purchase a new Freightliner 
brand truck is nine months. Town Meeting approval would push delivery time 
back to February of 2021. The total cost of the new truck is expected to be 

between $160K and $180K. Stan recommended discussing this matter further 
with the Finance Committee prior to scheduling a Special Town Meeting. 

 
BES Usage Request: 
Brian motions to allow the local Girl Scouts to use BES for their meetings. Stan 

seconded Brian’s motion, which passed 3-0. 
 

Old Business 
Solid Waste District Recycling Contract: 
Bob reviewed recent discussions regarding the new recycling contract. Past 

contracts have been for a length of ten years. Due in part to the collapse in the 
recycling aftermarket, the length of the proposed contract is five years. The 
Solid Waste District’s counsel is Donna MacNicol. She contacted Executive 

Director Jan Ameen with several issues with the language of the new contract. 
After the lengthy discussion, Stan made a motion to accept and sign the five 

year contract. Brian seconded Stan’s motion. The vote was unanimous and the 
Selectboard signed the new contract. 
 

Town Coordinator Report 

The Town Coordinator reported on some programming and service updates 
from Comcast. He then talked about the Cable Advisory Committee, which met 

on Thursday January 9th. The areas to focus on in the renewal of the cable 
contract should be the Line Extension Policy, the Line Extension Procedure 

and PEG funding. 
 
Finally, the Board examined the FRCOG Technical Assistance Survey. The 

Board’s top three choices were: Fire Services Sharing, Municipal Financial 
Sharing and the update of the Town’s Open Space Plan. 

 
With no further business to be discussed, Stan made a motion to adjourn the 
meeting at 7:21pm 

 
Attest: Louis Bordeaux, Town Coordinator  
 

 
__________________, Chairman    ___________________      _______________________ 

Robert R. Raymond             Brian J. Keir                Stanley D. Garland    
 
 

 


