
Town of Bernardston 

Selectboard Meeting Minutes 

 
 

Board Members 

Brian J. Keir            Robert R. Raymond, Chairman      Stanley D. Garland    

 

Minutes for the meeting of September 11, 2019 

Meeting held at Town Hall, 38 Church St, Bernardston, MA 01337. 
 
Selectboard Members Present:          Others Present:   

Bob Raymond                                  per sign-in log 

Stan Garland                                                          

Brian Keir 

 
Chairman Bob Raymond called the meeting to order at 6:00pm. Stan asked 

Bob if the Board could pay their respects to those who lost their lives on 
September 11, 2001 by observing a moment of silence and then reciting the 

Pledge of Allegiance. After that, Bob said that BNC-TV was providing live 
coverage of the meeting and replays of the meeting would later be available on 
the internet. 
 

Warrants  
Bob entertained a motion to approve the Payroll Warrant for $36,508.57 

Brian motioned to approve, Stan seconded and the motion passed 

unanimously. 
 

Bob then asked for a motion to approve the Vendor Warrant in the amount of 
$62,707.31. Brian motioned to approve, Stan seconded and the motion passed 
unanimously.  

 
Minutes   

Bob entertained a motion to approve the minutes of the regular meeting of 
August 28, 2019. Brian made a motion to approve the minutes as written. Stan 
seconded, and the motion passed 3-0. 
 

Calendar & Announcements  
Bob then announced meetings of several Town committees and boards 
scheduled, as listed on the attached agenda. Bob added the Firemen’s Steak 

Roast on September 21st at Kiwanis Park. Jane Dutcher added a Finance 
Committee meeting for September 16th at 6:00pm. 
 

Citizens’ Concerns 

Stan Garland asked to speak. He offered comments to clarify and apologize for 
comments he made regarding local contractors at the August 28th meeting. 
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Because of the content of Stan’s comments, Bob moved forward the discussion 

of Old Business to this point in the meeting; discussion of potential capital 
projects at BES. Bob discussed various projects that had been completed in the 
past. Stan followed up with specifics about heating system repairs. The Board 

then speculated on some potential solutions to improve consistent heating at 
BES. 

 
Appointments 

There were no appointments scheduled at this meeting. 

 
New Business 

Stan provided the details regarding the 2012 Dodge police cruiser. Chief 
Palmeri asked for the Board to declare it surplus equipment for the purpose of 
auctioning the out of service vehicle. Stan made a motion to declare the out of 

service 2012 Dodge cruiser as surplus equipment for the purpose of auctioning 
the vehicle. Brian seconded Stan’s motion, which passed unanimously. 
 

The Bernardston Firemen’s Association asked for a one day liquor license to 
serve beer at their annual Steak Roast event, scheduled for Saturday 

September 21, 2019. Brian made a motion to grant the license. Second by 
Stan, motion carried unanimously. 
 

The Mount Grace Land Preservation Trust also asked for a one day liquor 
license for their Annual Meeting, which will be held on October 5, 2019 at the 
West Gate Farm on Eden Trail. Brian made a motion to grant the license. 

Second by Stan, motion carried unanimously. 
 

Solid Waste District MOU to provide their third party inspection of the Transfer 
Station. Brian motioned to sign the MOU, Stan seconded; motion passed 3-0. 
 

Will Pratt submitted an email resigning from the Board of Health. Brian Keir 
volunteered to take the vacant Board of Health membership until the Town 

Election in 2020. Motion by Stan, Bob seconded, motion passed unanimously. 
 
Other Meetings Attended by Selectboard Members 

The recent meeting of the four PVRSD towns was discussed. Discussion 
involved Warwick’s presentation about the potential to convert Warwick 
Elementary School into a Horace Mann II School. Brian also said that the topic 

of shared services among the towns was discussed. Bob then mentioned a 
planned meeting of the four towns Selectboard Chairs with PVRSD 

Superintendent Jon Scagel that was to take place on September 16, 2019. 
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Old Business 
Cushman Library’s Book Sale is scheduled for the weekend of September 21 
and 22. Karen Stinchfield sent along a document, asking for Town Hall’s 

cooperation in setting up the sale. The Board agreed by consensus to approve 
the measures to help make the sale a success. 
 

Brian then mentioned that several Town boards and committees have 
vacancies. He asked the gallery and viewers to consider giving some time to 

their town. 
 
Town Coordinator Report  

 
The situation with mosquitoes started the report. Bob asked if Bernardston 

was still in the “red zone”. Bernardston has been, due in part to a human case 
of EEE being confirmed in the nearby town of Heath. Following up from a 
previous meeting, it was reported that The Heirloom Collective now has 54 

employees, 7 of whom are Bernardston residents. Finally, the Franklin County 
Selectboard Association will host their next meeting on October 24th. The Town 
Coordinator asked the Selectboard members to consider attending so that he 

can make the appropriate reservations. 
 

With no further business to be discussed, Stan made a motion to adjourn at 
6:52pm. Brian seconded. Motion passed. 
 

Attest: Louis Bordeaux, Town Coordinator  
 
 

__________________, Chairman    ___________________      _______________________ 

Robert R. Raymond             Brian J. Keir                Stanley D. Garland    


