
Town of Bernardston 
Selectboard Meeting Minutes 

 
 Board Members 

Brian J. Keir            Robert R. Raymond, Chairman      Stanley D. Garland                    

 
Minutes for the meeting of July 31, 2019 

Meeting held at Town Hall, 38 Church St, Bernardston, MA 01337. 
 
Selectboard Members Present:          Others Present:   
Robert R. Raymond, Chairman                               per sign-in log 
Stanley Garland                                                          
Brian J. Keir 
 
Chairman Bob Raymond called the meeting to order at 7:00pm. Bob said that 
BNC-TV was providing live coverage of the meeting and would later be available 
on the internet. 
 
Warrants  
Bob asked for a motion to approve the Payroll Warrant in the amount of 
$46,667.91. Brian motioned to approve, Stan seconded and the motion passed 
unanimously. 
Next, Bob entertained a motion to approve the Vendor Warrant for $43,414.83.  
Brian motioned to approve, Stan seconded and the motion passed 
unanimously. 
 
Minutes   
Bob asked for a motion to approve the minutes of the Executive Session 
meeting of July 17, 2019. Brian made a motion to approve the minutes as 
written. Stan seconded, and the motion passed 3-0. 
Bob then asked for a motion to approve the minutes of the regular meeting of 
July 17, 2019. Brian made a motion to approve the minutes as written. Stan 
seconded, and the motion passed 3-0. 
Finally, Bob asked for a motion to accept the minutes of the Special Meeting 
held July 24, 2019. Once again, Brian made a motion to approve the minutes 
as written. Stan seconded, and the motion passed 3-0. 
 
Calendar & Announcements  
Bob then announced meetings of several Town committees and boards 
scheduled, as listed on the attached agenda.  
 
Citizens’ Concerns 
There were no Citizens’ Concerns at this meeting. 
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Appointments 
There were no appointments on the agenda for this meeting. 
 
Other Meetings Attended by Selectboard Members 
Stan said that he attended a meeting at the Franklin Regional Council of 
Governments last week. He was interested to find out they now offer a dog 
program. He didn’t have specifics as to the cost of the program, but it may be 
an option in the future. Stan also brought up the success of the Health 
Department, offered to member towns by the FRCOG. He mentioned that the 
time might be right to look into rejoining this service. Also of interest, was his 
conversation with Phoebe Walker regarding social media use in the area. The 
Town Coordinator said that Stan has been a vital contributor to the Town’s 
Website Content Committee, which regularly examines improving 
communication between Town Hall and our citizens. Stan concluded by 
touching on a projected population report for 2040. The report stated that 
Franklin County will continue to see a modest decrease in population, while 
Suffolk County (Boston) is projected to increase its population by 31%. 
 
New Business 
Bob introduced PVRSD School Committee member, Jeannie Milton. Bob 
expressed interest in opening lines of communication between the Town and 
the school committee. Bob brought up the five year contract given to 
Superintendent Scagel. He lamented the vote was unanimous and that didn ’t 
seem possible. Jean replied that there was someone absent from that meeting 
who would have likely changed things. Mrs. Milton then echoed the Board’s 
feelings of spending money wisely and controlling expenses. She opposed the 
new Student Handbook, whereby seniors will be required to put in 20 hours of 
community service at Pioneer. Bob then asked about Cathy Hawkins-Harrison 
who appears to have been rehired as Dean of Students at Pioneer. Jean said 
she didn’t know what Hawkins-Harrison’s status is. Bob replied that Pat 
Shearer said to him, “I think she must have been rehired.” Jean followed that 
by saying, “Unfortunately, we have a superintendent who does whatever he 
wants to do.” 
Brian brought up the potential for shared services with other school districts. 
He mentioned that Hatfield’s superintendent carries qualification to be both a 
superintendent and a SPED Director, for example. Brian followed up with the 
newly discovered situation where Tanya Gaylord has moved to Florida and is 
working remotely. Jean pointed out that Gaylord’s move was not addressed at 
the last School Committee meeting. Jean asked the members of the Board to 
email her their concerns in advance of the next School Committee meeting. 
Stan expressed his concern with the Director of Finance working from Florida. 
Jean said that she will send the School Committee Chair a message to put the 
working remotely issue on their next agenda.  
Bob expressed concern that he had asked five questions at the previous School 
Committee meeting and gotten no response. He was also concerned because 
there has been no information regarding number of students coming to BES. 
(continued next page) 
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Brian echoed Bob’s frustration in that there has been no conversation 
regarding the number of students coming in to Bernardston with the closure of 
Leyden’s Pearl Rhodes School. 
The conversation concluded by touching on the subjects of a possible Horace 
Mann Charter School in Warwick and school choice. Bob closed the subject 
when he expressed concern about no multi-year plan for the Pioneer district. 
 
The topic of the recently approved exploratory school committee was brought 
up by Brian. The Town Coordinator mentioned that Town Moderator Geoff 
Wilson was in Town Hall recently to start the process of finding potential 
candidates to appoint.  
 
A letter was received by the Board seeking permission for the Cushman Library 
Book and Bake Sale to be held in Town Hall on September 21 and 22, 2019. 
The Library also sought permission to have access to Town Hall for the setup 
on the 19th and 20th of September. Stan made a motion to allow the Library to 
have access to Town Hall and conduct their Book and Bake Sale on the days 
indicated. Brian seconded the motion, which passed unanimously. 
 
The Selectboard also received a letter from the Cushman Library Board of 
Trustees. The letter indicated that Jacqueline Lejeune has resigned from the 
Board. The Trustees asked the Selectboard to appoint Lucy Damkoehler to fill 
out Jacqueline’s term, through the 2020 Town Election. Brian made a motion 
to appoint Lucy Damkoehler to the Cushman Library Board of Trustees, as 
requested. Stan seconded and the motion passed unanimously. 
 
The Board then examined a request from Police Chief Jim Palmeri, seeking the 
appointment of Michael Gralenski as a part time officer for the Town. Stan 
spoke about Michael’s qualifications and made a motion to appoint him. Brian 
seconded the motion which passed unanimously. 
 
The Board then approved an employee’s time off request when Brian motioned 
to approve. Stan seconded and the vote passed 3-0. 
 
Old Business 
Stan inquired about the Depot St. sidewalk, which had been brought up in a 
previous meeting. The Town Coordinator replied that the Town is looking at the 
FY 20 CDBG grant funding for sidewalk improvements in the Center Village 
area. 
Bob congratulated the Recreation Department on the success of their first 
Family Fun event, held on July 27th at Pratt Field. 
 
Town Coordinator Report  
The Town Coordinator relayed information that he had been contacted by 
Jessica Atwood at FRCOG in regards to a new round of funding in the 
recoverable grant program for the Brownfields Redevelopment Fund. She felt 
that most of the “on hold” application from last winter would be usable for the 
(continued next page) 
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next round of funding. This was the grant program that the Town had hoped 
would cover the upfront costs to demolish the Hollywood at 439 Brattleboro 
Road. Next, he said that representatives from Reil Cleaning had come into 
Town Hall that morning. Reil was approved to clean the first floor windows in 
Town Hall, as well as the windows in the Senior Center and Cushman Library 
this past spring. Scheduling conflicts and wet weather precluded Reil from 
getting the job done prior to the seasonal installation of air conditioners at 
Town Hall. The Town Coordinator suggested prioritizing the buildings in the 
order of Senior Center first, Library second and Town Hall third, after the air 
conditioners had been removed. Finally, following up on a request from Brian, 
the Town Coordinator said that he had been in contact with Paul Carey from 
the Commonwealth Department of Energy Resources regarding reimbursement 
on the META-7 Grant. The Town expended the full $12,500 grant award in the 
first phase of engineering for a large scale solar array on the capped landfill. 
 
With no further business to be discussed, Stan made a motion to adjourn at 
8:05pm. Brian seconded. Motion passed. 
 
Attest: Louis Bordeaux, Town Coordinator  
 
 
__________________, Chairman    ___________________      _______________________ 
Robert R. Raymond             Brian J. Keir                Stanley D. Garland    


