
Town of Bernardston 

Selectboard Meeting Minutes 

 
 Board Members 

Brian J. Keir            Robert R. Raymond, Chairman      Stanley D. Garland                     

 

Minutes for the meeting of July 17, 2019 

Meeting held at Town Hall, 38 Church St, Bernardston, MA 01337. 
 
Selectboard Members Present:          Others Present:   

Robert R. Raymond, Chairman                               per sign-in log 
Stanley D. Garland                                                          

Brian J. Keir 
 
Chairman Bob Raymond called the meeting to order at 6:01pm. Bob 

announced that this meeting was being carried live on BNC-TV and it would be 
available for future viewing on the internet. 

 
Warrants  
Bob asked for a motion to approve the final FY19 payroll warrant in the 

amount of $14,121.53. A motion to approve was made by Brian and seconded 
by Stan. Motion passed unanimously. 
 

Bob then entertained a motion to approve the FY19 vendor warrant in the 
amount of $349,616.08. Bob mentioned that $307K was Chapter 90 money for 

the recent Eden Trail paving project. Brian made the motion to approve the 
payroll warrant. Stan seconded the motion, which passed unanimously.  
 

Bob asked for a motion to approve the current FY20 payroll warrant in the 
amount of $43,330.38. Finance Chair Jane Dutcher was recognized and 

brought up issues with the Recreation Department’s Summer Program payroll. 
There was a difference in what was requested in their budget and what was 
promised to the people working. Bob suggested making up the difference from 

the Selectboard donation account. Jane suggested to pay it out of the Rec. 
Department as it’s very early in the new fiscal year. Brian made a motion to 
approve. Stan seconded the motion. The motion passed 2-0 with Bob 

abstaining. 
 

Bob asked for a motion to approve the current FY20 vendor warrant in the 
amount of $164,291.47. He mentioned that of that amount, the Town’s annual 
insurance payment to MIIA of $44,416 and Franklin County Housing as part of 

the FY16 CDBG grant of $105,119.73 were included in the total. Motion by 
Brian, second by Stan and the motion passed 3-0. 
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(continued) 
 

Minutes   

 Regular Meeting of June 19, 2019; A motion was made by Brian to 

approve the minutes as written. The motion was seconded by Stan and 
passed unanimously. 

 Special Meeting of June 26, 2019; Stan made a motion to approve the 

minutes as written. Brian seconded and the motion passed unanimously. 

 Special Meeting of July 10, 2019; Brian made a motion to approve the 

minutes as written. Stan seconded and the motion passed unanimously. 
 

Calendar & Announcements  

Bob then announced meetings of several Town committees and boards 
scheduled, as listed on the attached agenda.  
 

Citizens’ Concerns 
There were no Citizens’ Concerns at this meeting. 

 
Appointments 

There were no appointments scheduled for this meeting. 

 
Other Meetings Attended by Selectboard Members 

A new agenda item is a recap of other meetings held in the area that are 
attended by members of the Selectboard.  
Bob briefly discussed the PVRSD School Committee meeting which was held on 

July 11, 2019 at Pioneer. Brian added that the reduced school budget was 
talked about. Bob then said that the Director of Finance has apparently moved 
to Florida and will be working remotely. He also indicated that DESE approved 

of this situation. Bob also said that Cathy Hawkins Harrison was present at the 
meeting and seated alongside the new principal of PVRS. Bob asked for 

clarification and was told that apparently she had been rehired. 
 
New Business 

Finance Committee – Fiscal Year end financial transfers.  
Chair Jane Dutcher asked the Selectboard to approve the following: 

Emergency Management - $879.13 from General Expense to Salary account 
Tree Warden - $1621.26 from General Expense to Salary. 
Tree Warden - $781.50 from Tree Removal Account to Salary. 

Powers Institute - $612.62 from General Fund to PI Salary & Wage account. 
For each item, Brian motioned to approve and Stan seconded each motion. All 
items passed unanimously. 

 
Employee Time Off Request 

The Board considered and employee Time Off Request. Stan made a motion to 
approve the request. Brian seconded the motion, which passed unanimously. 
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Old Business 
Police Cruiser Issues – The mechanical failure of the 2012 Dodge police cruiser 

calls for expensive repair or replacement. Bob revisited the discussion at a 
prior meeting when the Board felt that the repair amount of approximately 
$6,000 was too much money to put into an eight year old car. Chief Palmeri 

came forward and presented the Board with amounts of different make vehicles 
for the Board’s understanding (document included with minutes). Brian spoke 

about several options that had previously been presented to the Board. Among 
those was an option to operate with just three vehicles. However that wasn’t 
practical because then if something unforeseen happened, we would be down 

to an unacceptable two vehicles. Stan made a motion to purchase a new police 
vehicle to replace the failed 8 year old Dodge Charger with the blown engine, 

not to exceed a total of $47,000 and subject to approval at a Special Town 
Meeting. Brian seconded the motion, which passed unanimously. 
 

The police cruiser issue then turned to a discussion of a Special Town Meeting. 
A potential second article was brought up, one that would fund the difference 
between previously approved amounts and the recently finalized budget 

compromise offered by the Pioneer School Committee. It was decided by 
consensus to post a Special Selectboard meeting for Wednesday July 24, 2019 

at 3:30pm to examine and approve a Special Town Meeting warrant. 
 
Open Meeting Complaint – 

Bob said that Town Counsel prepared responses for the recent Open Meeting 
Complaints issued by Michael Townsley of the School Committee. He added 
that the Attorney General’s office has responded and is satisfied with our 

response to the complaint. 
 

Town Coordinator Report  
The Town Coordinator commended Brad Bordewieck and Bob Smith for their 
work on the flag pole and portico, respectively, at Town Hall. He then 

mentioned the recent Western Mass. Solar Summit attended with Jane 
Dutcher. 

 
With no further business to be discussed, Stan made a motion to adjourn at 
7:05pm. Brian seconded. Motion passed. 

 
Attest: Louis Bordeaux, Town Coordinator  
 

 
__________________, Chairman    ___________________      _______________________ 

Robert R. Raymond             Brian J. Keir                Stanley D. Garland    


