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Minutes for the meeting of July 10, 2019 

Meeting held at Bernardston Town Hall, 38 Church St., Bernardston, MA 
 

Selectboard Members Present:          Others Present:   

Robert Raymond, Chairman                                James Palmeri 
Stanley Garland                                                      Jane Dutcher  
Brian Keir          

           
 

Chairman Bob Raymond called the meeting to order at 3:30pm.  
 
Chief Palmeri was invited to the meeting to bring the Board up to speed on 

options regarding repair or replacement for the failed police cruiser. Jim had an 
estimate to get the cruiser repaired at Beck’s in Greenfield for $5,539.00. 

Beck’s would have required payment up front for the engine, $4,359.00. Jim 
reported that he followed up with Dodge regarding the potential for Dodge to 
provide the new motor as a recall repair. Unfortunately, Dodge would not 

perform the repair as a recall. The best that they would do would be to bill the 
Town $7,200 of which Dodge would credit 40% of the cost, leaving the Town 
responsible for 60% ($4,320). 

 
Given that information, Brian asked Jim what he would do. Jim replied that he 

would not repair the vehicle. Stan then asked Jim to price out new vehicles. 
Jim said that typically the base price is $26-$28K, the options add at least 
another $8,000 to that. An option was discussed to also explore the possibility 

of leasing police vehicles. Stan made a motion to have Jim price out new police 
vehicles of all manufacturers and leasing programs. Bob seconded the motion. 
The vote passed 3-0. 

 
The audit firm of Melanson Heath sent along a contract to sign in advance of 

the pending fiscal audit of the Town. Brian motioned to sign the contract. Stan 
seconded the motion, which passed unanimously. 
 

Bob recognized Finance Committee Chair, Jane Dutcher to discuss the latest 
version of the PVRSD budget. Jane had an objection with the “Capital” line in 
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the document, an amount of $32K. She said that the capital amount appears 
elsewhere in the budget and should not be entered again here. Bob expressed 
concern about paying our share of the assessments, given the current nature 

of the 1/12th budget. Jane reiterated that with the last Special Town Meeting 
vote, there was sufficient funding to pay the first four assessment payments. 
She felt that depending on how the budget might be amended that there would 

be available money to pay the final payment. 
 

The Board then briefly discussed various Board and Committee fees, and 
whether we have been charging enough to cover the Town’s share of expenses. 
It was agreed by consensus that the members will keep abreast of the fee 

structure in town. 
 

With no further business to be discussed, Brian made a motion to adjourn at 
4:34pm. Bob seconded. Motion passed 3-0. 
 

Attest: Louis Bordeaux, Town Coordinator  
 
 

__________________, Chairman    ___________________      _______________________ 
Robert R. Raymond             Brian J. Keir                Stanley D. Garland    


