
Town of Bernardston 
Selectboard Meeting Minutes 

 
 Board Members 

Brian J. Keir            Robert R. Raymond, Chairman      Stanley D. Garland                    

 
Minutes for the meeting of June 26, 2019 

Meeting held at Bernardston Fire Station, 18 Church St., Bernardston, MA 
and Town Hall, 38 Church St, Bernardston, MA 01337. 

 
Selectboard Members Present:          Others Present:   
Robert Raymond, Chairman                                Brian DeVriese 
Stanley Garland                                                      Peter Shedd  
          Jane Dutcher 
          Scott DiGeorge 
 
Chairman Bob Raymond called the meeting to order at 3:30pm.  
 
Chief Palmeri needed to leave, so Bob made the issues with the 2012 Dodge 
cruiser the first item on today’s agenda. Jim had an estimate to get the cruiser 
repaired at Beck’s in Greenfield for $5,539.00. Beck’s would have required 
payment up front for the engine, $4,359.00. Earlier in the day, Jim spoke to a 
representative from Dodge who told him that the cruisers with the Hemi 
engines were problematic. Although it might take longer to repair, the person at 
Dodge was hopeful that this could be covered as a recall. The issue was tabled 
until more information is available. 
 
Next, architect Brian DeVriese from the firm of Jablonski & DeVriese took part 
in the meeting. He was present to learn more about the area surrounding the 
existing fire station. He expressed potential concern with the water behind the 
station. He said that he would bring in an expert to take a look at it, and then 
follow up with the Conservation Commission to discuss the findings. Several 
other options were discussed in the next half hour. Among them were building 
a complete free standing building in the current yard area between the house 
at #12 Church Street and the existing station. Another was to build off the 
back of the existing station if there was a possibility of tying into the septic 
system at the Senior Center. Mr. DeVriese make several observations and 
expressed his hope to have something on paper for the Selectboard’s meeting 
on July 17th. 
 
At 4:15pm, the meeting recessed at the fire station and resumed at Town Hall. 
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Back at Town Hall, Bob and Stan discussed some of the options that had come from 
the site examination. It was agreed that regardless of plan, funding is the key to 
getting the job done. 
 
Stan then returned to the mechanical problems with the cruiser. He made a motion to 
hold off on any repair work until there was more information available. Bob seconded, 
the motion passed 2-0. 
 
Next, Bob introduced the Open Meeting Complaint as presented by Michael Townsley 
of the School Committee. Bob and Stan individually stated that the Selectboard can’t 
be petty about disagreements. Town Counsel had furnished a reply to be sent to Mr. 
Townsley and to Assistant Attorney General Amy Noble. The replies were examined in 
detail. Stan then made a motion to sign the replies. Bob seconded and the motion 
passed 2-0. 
 
The recent visits by Pat Carnevale from Governor Baker’s Western Mass. Office gave 
the Board the opportunity to share with the public when the Selectboard members 
attend other meetings. Bob said that making simple statements during the course of a 
regular meeting would give the public some information as to what happens at a 
variety of meetings, and would possibly be found informative for those in attendance 
at Town Meetings. Going forward, “Other Meetings” will be added to the regular 
meeting agenda. 
 
Earlier in the day an email thread was circulated among Town Administrators in the 
Pioneer district. The emails opined that because of the perceived animosity between 
the District and the Towns that a meeting, chaired by Representative Paul Mark might 
be a solution to the impasse. It was further postulated that a new committee might be 
formed to meet on a regular basis to keep the lines of conversation cordial. Bob and 
Stan both voiced their opposition to the committee approach and asked the Town 
Coordinator to reply as such to the emails. They did think that a meeting with 
Representative Mark might be fruitful. 
 
The Board then reviewed a Street Entrance permit for Manuel King on Hoe Shop Road. 
Highway Superintendent Gary Wetherby had checked and approved the plan. Stan 
made a motion to grant the permit. Bob seconded and the vote passed 2-0. 
 
Finally, the Town Accountant had provided a special warrant which allowed for 
payment of retirement benefits, giving us an early payment discount. Stan made a 
motion to sign the warrant in the amount of $118,349.76. Bob seconded and the 
motion was passed 2-0. 
 
With no further business to be discussed, Stan made a motion to adjourn at 5:19pm. 
Bob seconded. Motion passed 2-0. 
 
Attest: Louis Bordeaux, Town Coordinator  
 
 
__________________, Chairman    ___________________      _______________________ 
Robert R. Raymond             Brian J. Keir                Stanley D. Garland    


