
Town of Bernardston 
Selectboard Meeting Minutes 

 
 Board Members 

Brian J. Keir            Robert R. Raymond, Chairman      Stanley D. Garland                    

 
Minutes for the meeting of June 19, 2019 

Meeting held at Town Hall, 38 Church St, Bernardston, MA 01337. 
 
Selectboard Members Present:          Others Present:   
Robert R. Raymond, Chairman                               per sign-in log 
Stanley Garland                                                          
Brian J. Keir 
 
Chairman Bob Raymond called the meeting to order at 6:02pm. Bob said that 
BNC-TV was not there and thus the meeting was not being televised. 
 
Warrants  
Bob asked for a motion to approve the payroll warrant in the amount of 
$47,521.89. Brian made the motion to approve the payroll warrant. Stan 
seconded Brian’s motion, which passed unanimously. 
 
Bob then entertained a motion to approve the vendor warrant in the amount of 
$779,890.11. Brian made the motion to approve the payroll warrant. Stan 
seconded the motion, which passed unanimously. Bob mentioned that $30,272 
was paid to C.D. Davenport as the final billing for the Turners Falls Road 
bridge project. He added that there was a payment of $123,741 on the FY16 
CDBG grant. Finally, $584,625 was paid to the Pioneer District as the final 
assessment payment of FY19.  
 
Minutes   

· Regular Meeting of June 5, 2019; A motion was made by Stan to approve 
the minutes as written. The motion was seconded by Brian and passed 
unanimously. 

· Special Meeting of June 17, 2019; Brian made a motion to approve the 
minutes as written. Stan seconded and the motion passed unanimously. 

 
Calendar & Announcements  
Bob then announced meetings of several Town committees and boards 
scheduled, as listed on the attached agenda.  
 
Citizens’ Concerns 
There were no Citizens’ Concerns at this meeting. 
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Appointments 
6:05pm, Glen Ohlund, Franklin County Housing & Redevelopment 
Mr. Ohlund made an appointment to appear before the Board to discuss the 
remainder of the FY16 CDBG grant funding and get the program extended 
through the end of calendar 2019 so that all remaining funds could be 
expended. When the FY16 program was established, Housing was hopeful of 
rehabilitating 18 units. Currently, they are up to 21 and there is still about 
$29K in funding availability. Glen then spoke about the FY20 program. He had 
previously mentioned that there’s a good likelihood to get some municipal 
projects done with the FY20 funding. Finance Committee Chair Jane Dutcher 
asked specifically about the ramp on the east side of Town Hall. Glen thought 
that would qualify. Stan then asked about an automatic door on the same side 
of the building. Again, Mr. Ohlund thought that was a worthwhile project. Glen 
told the Board that the announcement for the FY20 program would come in 
November, with a notice of awards later this summer. He concluded by saying 
that a portion of the FY16 grant was issued for social services and that locally, 
Community Action has not spent their allotment. He thought that the unspent 
funding of about $15K would be rolled into the remaining FY16 amount, 
bringing that total to approximately $44K to be spent by the end of December. 
In closing, Glen said that he would follow up with the Town Coordinator 
regarding municipal projects. 
 
6:15pm, Bob Allen, United Church of Bernardston 
Mr. Allen, representing the United Church as the Director of the annual Gas 
Engine Show appeared before the Board to seek permission for the ongoing use 
of Pratt Field for future Gas Engine events. Mr. Allen was joined at the 
Selectboard table by Russ Deane. Brian said that the current lease on the land 
expires this year. He pointed out that there’s relatively little money being paid 
to the Town as part of the lease ($350 annually) and was interested in the other 
members’ opinions as to not putting the land out for bid this year, retaining the 
field for Selectboard approved events and possibly exceeding the current 
annual lease fee in event rental income. Stan wanted to know how many shows 
they were planning on conducting. Mr. Allen replied that they only do the 
single Gas Engine Show annually, on Memorial Day weekend. They need 
access to the field two weeks in advance of the show to start preparation. Brian 
then made a motion to permit the use of Pratt Field for the annual Gas Engine 
Show for a period of five years, commencing in 2020. Stan seconded the 
motion. The vote passed 2-0, with Bob Raymond abstaining. 
 
New Business 
Tri-County Girls Softball – Brian Hervieux inquired about the use of Pratt Field 
for a tournament softball game on Saturday June 22. Approximate times would 
be 9am to 12pm. Brian made a motion to allow the use of Pratt Field. Stan 
seconded the motion, which passed unanimously. 
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July Selectboard Meeting Schedule – The Board discussed meetings in the 
month of July. Bob and Brian said that they planned to be out of town on July 
3rd, which would have been the next meeting date. A consensus was reached 
when it was pointed out that with five Wednesdays in the month, the Board 
could still meet twice. Brian made a motion that the Selectboard not meet on 
July 3rd, but would meet as planned on July 17th and July 31st. Stan seconded 
and the motion passed 3-0. It was then mentioned that Stan would have to 
come in on July 3rd to sign the payroll and vendor warrants. 
 
Vacation Time Usage Policy – The usage of employee vacation time was placed 
on the agenda due to the possibility of town employees not being able to use a 
portion of their earned time, without losing an excess. Rather than changing 
the policy as written, the Board decided by consensus to review future items of 
this nature on a case by case basis. 
 
Mileage Rate Review – It was brought to the Board’s attention that other towns 
mileage rates differ significantly from Bernardston’s. The current IRS rate is 58 
cents per mile. Many other towns are at 50 cents per mile. Bernardston ’s 
current rate is 40 cents per mile. The Town Accountant will be asked to provide 
a record of mileage recorded by Town personnel. The rate discussion will be 
reviewed during next budget season. 
 
Licensing for Hitchcock Brewing – Hitchcock Brewing has completed their 
licensing applications. They applied for a “Farmer Pour” license and an 
Entertainment License. Construction is well underway and they have targeted 
late August to open their business. The Board discussed Hitchcock’s 
application and how they expect them to be a good neighbor. With no further 
questions, Brian made a motion to grant Hitchcock Brewing their liquor license 
which will then be forwarded to the state ABCC. Stan seconded the motion, 
which passed unanimously. Brian then followed with a motion to grant 
Hitchcock their Entertainment License. Stan seconded and the motion passed 
3-0. 
 
Open Meeting Complaint – After the meeting of the four PVRSD town 
Selectboards, Finance Committees and Town Administrators on June 10th, 
resident and School Committee member Michael Townsley hand delivered Open 
Meeting Complaints to the Town Coordinator on June 12, 2019. Mr. Townsley 
took issue with the fact that none of the individual boards or committees 
declared their meetings open prior to the fully assembled and posted meeting 
being declared open. After a very short discussion, the Board agreed by 
consensus to have Town Counsel craft responses for both the Selectboard and 
Finance Committee.  
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Old Business 
PVRSD Excess and Deficiency Report – Prior to the start of the meeting, the 
office received the DOR’s accounting of the district’s excess and deficiency 
through June 30, 2018. As of July 1, 2018 that amount was $-512,995. The 
Board members and Jane Dutcher of the Finance Committee examined the 
report. They expressed concern over the total amount, however felt that the 
number was accurate. No further action was taken. 
 
Town Coordinator Report  
The Town Coordinator, representing the Town’s Website Content Committee 
brought forth a recommendation of the Committee for the Selectboard. A 
desired “best practice”, recommended by the state was to engage a cloud 
backup service for Town Hall computers. The Committee recommended a 
platform called “Idrive”. Their 5 TB plan costs about $100 annually. Stan made 
a motion to permit the Committee to move forward with the backup plan. Brian 
seconded, with the vote passing unanimously. 
 
Finally, Stan mentioned that Police Chief Jim Palmeri contacted him earlier in 
the day. The 2012 Dodge cruiser had a total internal engine failure. He asked 
Stan for some guidance regarding the repair or replacement of the cruiser. The 
only thing that was made clear was that the Town does not currently have 
available funding to purchase a new vehicle. A repair estimate will be needed. 
  
With no further business to be discussed, Stan made a motion to adjourn at 
7:29pm. Brian seconded. Motion passed. 
 
Attest: Louis Bordeaux, Town Coordinator  
 
 
__________________, Chairman    ___________________      _______________________ 
Robert R. Raymond             Brian J. Keir                Stanley D. Garland    


