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Town of Bernardston 
Selectboard Meeting Minutes 

 
Minutes for the meeting of February 13, 2019 

Meeting held at Town Hall, 38 Church St, Bernardston, MA 01337. 
 
Selectboard Members Present:           Others Present:   
Brian J. Keir, Chairman                                               Jane Dutcher 
Robert R. Raymond                                                  Peter Shedd 
Stanley D. Garland                                                        Bill Montiglio 
          Chris Wysk 
          (others attached)  
Brian called the meeting to order at 7:01pm. 
 
Brian announced that the meeting was being carried live on BNCTV, and would 
be available for future viewing through townofbernardston.org. 
 
Warrants  
Brian asked for a motion to approve the payroll warrant in the amount of 
$36,007.29. Motion by Bob, second by Stan. Motion approved unanimously. 
Brian then asked for a motion to approve the vendor warrant in the amount of 
$30,954.30. Motion by Bob, second by Stan. Motion approved unanimously. 
 
Minutes 

· Regular Meeting; January 29, 2019. Motion by Bob to approve as written, 
second by Stan. Approved unanimously.  
 

Calendar & Announcements  
Brian announced meetings of several Town committees and boards scheduled:  
Conservation Commission; Tuesday February 19, 2019 at 6:30pm; Town Hall 
Master Plan Implementation Committee; Tuesday February 19, 2019 at 6:30pm; 
Conference Room – Bernardston Police Station 
Conservation Commission; Tuesday February 26, 2019 at 6:15pm; Town Hall 
Planning Board; Thursday February 28, 2019 at 6:00pm; BES Cafeteria 
Town Caucus; Monday March 4, 2019 at 7:00pm; Town Hall 
 
Citizen’s Concerns –  
Chris Wysk, Planning Board Chair asked to add a date to the calendar: 
February 21, 2019 at 6:30pm for a Planning Board meeting at Town Hall.  
(continued next page) 
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(continued) 
 
Appointments 
7:05pm: John Lepore 
Mr. Lepore was accompanied by Bill Montiglio and Peter Shedd. John said that 
they have been offered a planning grant for MVP designation (Municipal 
Vulnerability Preparedness). The application is a one year process with filing 
due in May. John said that a certified expert was needed to oversee the MVP 
study. He has already been in contact with the FRCOG for guidance. Brian 
added that this designation assures the Town preferred status for other related 
projects in the future.  
John then switched to discussion of the Charity Lot, and how he would plan 
the eradication of some bittersweet, an invasive plant species. Stan asked if 
John can get an estimate for the “cut stem treatment” to eradicate the 
bittersweet. After that, John spoke about some significant trail erosion that has 
taken place. He has approached different groups in an attempt to get some 
labor for the trail reclamation. In the absence of discounted labor, John had a 
rough estimate of approximately $24,000 to get the work done. He is planning 
on continuing to seek alternative methods to reduce the cost as much as 
possible. 
 
7:40pm: Bill Meese 
Bill opened his discussion by saying that he had three things to address. First, 
he had a letter from Bob McCollum (copy attached), resigning his position as 
Chair of the Conservation Commission. Stan made a motion to accept the 
resignation with regret. Bob seconded the motion, which passed unanimously. 
Bill pointed out that they are now a board of four members. He anticipated 
receiving another resignation which would reduce the Conservation 
Commission to three members. He added that the Commission can have 
between three and seven members. A discussion followed relative to the 
number of members and how a quorum can be based. With no consensus, the 
Town Coordinator was asked to contact Town Counsel for clarification. 
Secondly, Bill sought the Board’s approval of a peer review consultant for the 
Pacifico (Kittredge) solar project. Bill recommended SWCA from Amherst. They 
were the low bidder for the project. SWCA is serving in a similar capacity for 
the Greenfield part of the project. Their fee of approximately $11,500 will be 
paid for by the developer. Brian asked for a motion for the approval of SWCA. 
Bob made the motion to use SWCA for the peer review portion of the project. 
Stan seconded the motion, which passed 3-0. 
Third, Bill read a letter aloud to the Selectboard detailing the complexities of 
the Chairman’s job and the resultant workload. He would like to remain on the 
ConCom as a commissioner; however he would like to relinquish his interim 
post as Chairman.  
(continued next page) 



Page 3 of 4 
 

Selectboard Minutes 
February 13, 2019 
(continued) 
 
8:05pm; Paul Luther, Town Clerk 
Mr. Luther offered comments regarding the cavalcade of new, large projects in 
town. He added that the office the Town Clerk shares with the Planning Board 
is running out of storage space. 
He then presented a warrant for the annual Town Caucus to the Selectboard. 
Stan made a motion to accept the warrant for the Town Caucus to be held on 
Monday March 4, 2019. Bob seconded and the motion passed unanimously. 
Paul then discussed the mechanics of the Caucus, specifically ways to get on 
the Town Election ballot and that one cannot nominate themselves at the 
Caucus. He then spoke about the Annual Town Meeting warrant and the 
institution of a date thirty days prior to close out the warrant. The last day to 
get an article on the Annual Town Meeting warrant will be Monday, April 8, 
2019 with the Annual Town Meeting being held on Wednesday, May 8, 2019. 
Finally, Paul discussed his transition plan with the Selectboard. 
 
New Business  
There was no New Business discussed at this meeting. 
 
Old Business 
MassDOT: 
MassDOT followed up on the Town’s request for a reduced speed limit in the 
vicinity of 115 Northfield Road. They denied the Town’s request at this time, 
citing the need for traffic studies to be done before making such an adjustment. 
 
Cow Power: 
The Town Coordinator followed up with the Hampshire COG on the proposed 
use of “Cow Power”. This method takes a cow’s waste and converts it into 
energy. At the previous Selectboard meeting, a question came up about the ten 
year length of contract.  It was reported that the contract is indeed for ten 
years; however the Town can leave the program with a twelve month notice, 
without penalty. The COG had revisited the figures and now pegged the savings 
to the Town to be approximately $1,500 annually. Brian asked for the Town 
Coordinator to discuss with Town Counsel, whether we can enter into a ten 
year agreement. 
 
The Heirloom Collective public meeting 
Jim Counihan from THC contacted the office with some potential dates for the 
required public meeting that needs to be held in advance of their application 
for a recreational cultivation license from the state Cannabis Control 
Commission. Due to school and budget meetings, the Board was unavailable 
for those dates. Stan suggested contacting THC and inquiring about the second 
week of March.  (continued next page) 
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The “Old Business” discussion then quickly addressed Paul Grover’s retirement 
celebration. The Board would like to get a commemorative plaque for Paul. 
Transfer Station shed plans were presented for discussion. Bob was satisfied 
with the plans and suggested the Town Coordinator follow up with the school 
for final details. Also discussed was a proposal received from Jablonski-
DeVriese Architects. This was a follow up from the recent appearance by Brian 
DeVriese who discussed fire station expansion. The proposed Schematic Design 
Phase Fee is $18,000. By consensus, the Board asked the Town Coordinator to 
follow up with Stevens & Associates for their proposal of similar services. 
 
Town Coordinator Report 
The Town Coordinator said that he spoke with Carolyn Ness of the Mosquito 
Control District. He said that Carolyn wants to attend the next Selectboard 
meeting, on February 27, 2019 to discuss state findings and about initiatives of 
the District. 
 
The Town Coordinator received an estimate from Jeff Gale to repair cracked 
walls in the rest rooms at Town Hall. The estimate was for $325. Stan made a 
motion to hire Jeff for the repairs. Bob seconded, and the motion passed 
unanimously. 
 
It was noted that some corner siding on the front of Town Hall blew off the 
building during some potent winds on Saturday February 9, 2019. Bob 
suggested contacting Scott DiGeorge for answers on replacement. 
 
Adjournment 
With no further business to be discussed, Stan made a motion to declare the 
meeting adjourned at 8:51pm, Bob seconded. Motion carried.   
 
Attest: Louis Bordeaux, Town Coordinator  
 
 
_________________,Chairman  ___________________          _______________________ 
Brian J. Keir                          Robert R. Raymond         Stanley D. Garland                               


