
1 
 

 
Town of Bernardston 
Selectboard Meeting Minutes 

 
Minutes for the meeting of January 29, 2019 

Meeting held at Town Hall, 38 Church St, Bernardston, MA 01337. 
 
Selectboard Members Present:           Others Present:   
Brian J. Keir, Chairman                                               Jane Dutcher 
Robert R. Raymond                                                  Peter Shedd 
Stanley D. Garland                                                        Lloyd Grover 
          Scott DiGeorge 
          
Brian called the meeting to order at 4:01pm. 
 
Brian announced that the meeting was being carried live on BNCTV, and would 
be available for future viewing on bnctv.net. 
 
Warrants  
Brian asked for a motion to approve the vendor warrant in the amount of 
$24,316.99. Motion by Bob, second by Stan. Motion approved unanimously. 
Brian said that the payroll warrant was being finalized and would be ready 
later in the meeting. (Prior to the Town Coordinator report, Brian asked for a 
motion to approve the payroll warrant in the amount of $35,171.96. Motion by 
Bob, second by Stan. Motion approved unanimously.)  
 
Minutes 

· Regular Meeting; January 15, 2019. Motion by Bob to approve as written, 
second by Stan. Approved unanimously.  

· Special Meeting; January 23, 2019. Motion by Bob to approve as written, 
second by Stan. Approved unanimously. 
 

Calendar & Announcements  
Brian announced meetings of several Town committees and boards scheduled:  
Planning Board; Thursday January 31, 2019 at 6:30pm; Town Hall 
Council on Aging; Friday February 1, 2019 at 9am; Senior Center 
Selectboard and Finance Committee; Monday February 3, 2019 at 6:30pm; BPD 
Conservation Commission; Tuesday February 19, 2019 at 6:30pm; Town Hall 
Conservation Commission; Tuesday February 26, 2019 at 6:15pm; Town Hall 
Planning Board; Thursday February 28, 2019 at 6:00pm; BES Cafeteria 
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Page 2 of 4 
 

Selectboard Minutes 
January 29, 2019 
(continued) 
 
Citizen’s Concerns –  
None 
 
Appointments 
4:05pm Brian DeVriese, architect 
Mr. DeVriese, registered architect and member of AIA as well as a Selectman 
from Heath, was invited to attend this meeting to discuss potential expansion 
of the Bernardston Fire Station. The discussion started with a history of the 
project; review of various locations that had been previously explored and cost 
obstacles. Bob said that he’d like to keep total project cost around $1,250,000. 
Chief Shedd said that a one door addition won’t be big enough to store present 
equipment, let alone a new full sized engine which will be needed in about five 
years. DeVriese offered the suggestion of looking into a pre-engineered steel 
panel building as a way to save money. More conversation followed related to 
obstacles encountered in the past that prevented the project from moving 
forward. Stan asked DeVriese to submit a proposal. He was somewhat 
reluctant, as he didn’t want to be taking the job from underneath a different 
firm. He then offered to submit a proposal for architectural work so that those 
numbers can be looked at alongside the numbers from Stevens & Associates.  
 
Town Clerk Paul Luther: 
Mr. Luther was scheduled to present to the Selectboard several appointments 
that need to be voted on by the Selectboard. Mr. Luther was unable to be 
present at the meeting, however left the list of appointees for the Selectboard to 
take action upon: 
ADA Coordinator; Louis Bordeaux (term expires 3/31/2019) 
Affirmative Action Officer: Louis Bordeaux (term expires 3/31/2019) 
Chief Procurement Officer: Louis Bordeaux (term expires 3/31/2019) 
Council on Aging Member: Melissa Stetson (term expires 6/30/2021) 
Public Records Access Officer: Louis Bordeaux (term expires 3/31/2019) 
Stan made a motion for the Selectboard to accept the appointments as 
presented. Bob seconded the motion, which passed unanimously. 
 
New Business  
Virginia and William Budness 
The daughter of Ginger and Bill, Lynn Ricker, had contacted the Town, 
inquiring about the possibility of having her parents’ ashes buried in the 
Center St. Cemetery. In addition, the family would like to donate a bench to the 
Town. Bob agreed to call Paul Palazzo to make arrangements for a springtime 
burial. Jane Dutcher suggested as a bench location, the area near the 
Veteran’s Memorial in Cushman Park. 
(continued next page) 
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Cow Power: 
The Selectboard Office was contacted by the Hampshire COG, offering a 
potential discount on electricity by means of “cow power”. This method takes a 
cow’s waste and converts it into energy. At current rates, the reduction on 
electric bills for the Town would be about 15% or $1,200 annually. With several 
solar projects being looked into, Brian questioned the wisdom of locking into 
such a program for a ten year period. He asked the Town Coordinator to follow 
up with HCOG to determine if that time period was negotiable. 
 
PVRSD “Lunch” Deficit: 
The previous night’s combined Selectboard and Finance Committee meeting of 
the four PVRSD towns resulted in a unanimous decision to seek a five year 
loan instead of the ten year loan that the District has been seeking. Bob said 
the District wasn’t originally going to accept one payment from the towns, in an 
effort to reduce the loan amount. Bob then made a motion to make another 
payment of approximately $32,000 of the total $90,000+/- that is 
Bernardston’s share of the deficit. The discussion continued with comments 
attributed to the state overseer who could decide to reject the pre-payment. 
Stan seconded the motion for discussion. Stan then said that he felt the 
message sent from the previous night’s meeting was a good one. He was of the 
opinion that it would be better to take the ten year loan and move forward. The 
specifications were then discussed as to how Annual Town Meeting Warrant 
articles would need to be drafted to make sure the money was in the right place 
to make the payment. Stan then amended Bob’s original motion by adding: 
“only if the state will agree to the reduction”. Bob seconded the amendment, 
which passed 3-0. The amended motion then passed 3-0. Bob then made 
another motion to allow the Finance Committee to proceed with a five year loan 
as opposed to a ten year loan. Stan seconded that motion, which passed 3-0. 
 
HEART Committee: 
The HEART Committee held a meeting and discussed the possibility of merging 
the Pioneer district with the Gill/Montague district, with a possible later 
addition of Erving. The HEART Committee would like to add three citizens to a 
planning committee to explore the feasibility and method involved, of a larger, 
merged district. The language from the HEART Committee is: “If Gill Montague 
and Pioneer Valley were to consider forming a new 6 town region, the next step 
would be to form planning committee from each town followed by forming a 
planning board.” Bob made a motion to move forward with such a committee. 
Stan seconded the motion, which passed 3-0. 
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Old Business 
The Heirloom Collective Hosting Agreement: 
The Selectboard met with the executives from THC on January 23, 2019 to 
finalize the needed Hosting Agreement between the Town and THC. THC 
provided their version for the Board’s review. Stan read aloud the revised 
portions of the agreement. Bob expressed concern about the monetary 
payments to be made to the Town. Stan replied that he was content with the 
agreement, that the Town will also be receiving property tax revenue from THC. 
After a thorough review, the consensus was to forward the agreement to Town 
Counsel for legal review. 
 
Eden Trail Culvert project: 
Brian confirmed that the project is on hold until sufficient grant funding is 
available. 
 
Town Coordinator Report 
The Town Coordinator said that he spoke with Carolyn Shores Ness of the 
Mosquito Control District. He said that Carolyn was waiting for a report from 
the state DPH which was due soon. After she receives the report, she would like 
to come in and speak with the Selectboard about initiatives of the District. 
 
Adjournment 
With no further business to be discussed, Stan made a motion to declare the 
meeting adjourned at 5:59pm, Bob seconded. Motion carried.   
 
Attest: Louis Bordeaux, Town Coordinator  
 
 
_________________,Chairman  ___________________          _______________________ 
Brian J. Keir                          Robert R. Raymond         Stanley D. Garland                               


