
Town of Bernardston 
Selectboard Meeting Minutes 

 
 

Board Members 
Brian J. Keir            Robert R. Raymond, Chairman      Stanley D. Garland    

 
Minutes for the meeting of December 4, 2019 

Meeting held at Town Hall, 38 Church St, Bernardston, MA 01337. 
 
Selectboard Members Present:          Others Present:   
Bob Raymond                                  per sign-in log 
Stan Garland                                                          
Brian Keir 
 
Chairman Bob Raymond called the meeting to order at 7:01pm.  
He said that BNC-TV was providing live coverage of the meeting and replays of 
the meeting would later be available on the internet. 
 
Warrants  
Bob asked for a motion to approve the Vendor Warrant in the amount of 
$70,695.74. Brian motioned to approve, Stan seconded and the motion passed 
unanimously.  
Bob then entertained a motion to approve the Payroll Warrant for $43,354.28 
Brian motioned to approve, Stan seconded and the motion passed 
unanimously.  
 
Minutes   
Bob entertained a motion to approve the minutes of the regular meeting of 
November 20, 2019. Brian made a motion to approve the minutes as written. 
Stan seconded, and the motion passed 3-0.  
 
Calendar & Announcements  
Bob then announced upcoming meetings in town, as listed on the attached 
agenda.  
 
Citizens’ Concerns 
There were no Citizens’ Concerns voiced at this meeting. 
 
Other Meetings Attended by Selectboard Members 
Brian attended a meeting of the Bernardston Planning Board on November 21, 
2019. He said that Phoebe Walker of the FRCOG was a guest at the meeting to 
bring the Planning Board up to date on various zoning issues throughout the 
region. Bob said that he was part of a contingent who attended a PVRSD 
Budget Subcommittee meeting earlier in the afternoon. He added that this was 
a meeting and the process is still early, but the four budgets that were  
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discussed sought a combined increase of about $39,000 over the FY20 budget.  
 
Appointments 
There were no scheduled appointments at this meeting. 
 
New Business 
Town Clerk Appointment List: 
Town Clerk Paul Luther provided a list of two appointees for Selectboard 
approval. The first was to appoint Jess Shulte to the Local Cultural Council 
and the other was Andrew Easton to the Recreation Commission. Stan made a 
motion to appoint both to their respective groups. Brian seconded the motion, 
which passed unanimously. 
 
Highway Department Resignations: 
Bob read aloud letters submitted by both Bruce Dobias and Doug Depault. 
Both have resigned their positions with the Highway Department. Brian made a 
motion to accept the resignations. Stan seconded and the motion passed 3-0. 
While the discussion turned to the Highway Department, Stan invited the 
recently appointed Highway Superintendent, Brian Miner to the table. Brian 
Keir said that even though they resigned effective Friday, with stormy weather 
predicted for the coming weekend, both Bruce and Doug have agreed to stay on 
and keep the roads clear if needed. Individually, the Board members remarked 
about the challenges of the previous storm. They asked for the citizens’ 
patience, as the storm was worse than predicted and the Town experienced 
mechanical breakdowns with the trucks. Stan thanked Kevin Snow for his help 
during the storm. Bob thanked Roger and Chris Raymond for moving our 
trucks to the top of the list to get them back in service as quickly as possible.  
With Brian Miner at the table, a general discussion took place about current 
Highway Department needs; personnel, vehicles and methods for keeping town 
roadways as clear and safe as possible. 
 
Old Business 
Cushman Library One Day Liquor Permits: 
After thorough examination of state ABCC regulations, Stan motioned to 
conditionally grant One Day Special Permits to the Library for events on 
December 10, 2019 and December 17, 2019. The conditions by which the 
permits were approved are: The Library event organizers and attendees must 
abide by state law; specifically they must adhere to the rule regarding approved 
liquor vendors. Brian seconded the motion, which passed unanimously.  
 
Tax Title Properties: 
Bob read a memo regarding Bernardston properties in stages of tax title taking. 
The Town outright owns four properties: 11 Hales Crossing, 879 Huckle Hill 
Road, 439 Brattleboro Road and 316 Northfield Road (rear). Merits of 
auctioning the properties or offering them through RFP’s was discussed. The 
Selectboard decided by consensus to tour the four properties. 
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The Board agreed to look at the properties on December 14th at 9am. 
 
Fox Hill Road Solar: 
Clean Energy Collective contacted the Selectboard office regarding a PILOT 
program for the planned solar project on Fox Hill Road. The Town Coordinator 
said that the Assessors office would be responsible for setting the rate and 
would be using Roy Bishop on the project. Brian added that the going rate on 
similar projects is between $10,000 and $12,000 per installed megawatt 
capacity.  
 
FRCOG Cooperative Health Services: 
Bob read a letter from the FRCOG that detailed activity over the first month of 
the town’s affiliation with the program. The feeling on the Board is that this has 
gotten off to a good start and will continue to improve. 
 
Town Coordinator Report 
Because so much of his research was included in the Old Business tonight, the 
Town Coordinator had nothing else to report.  
 
With no further business to be discussed, Stan made a motion to adjourn the 
meeting at 8:02pm. Brian seconded the motion, which passed unanimously. 
 
Attest: Louis Bordeaux, Town Coordinator  
 
 
__________________, Chairman    ___________________      _______________________ 
Robert R. Raymond             Brian J. Keir                Stanley D. Garland    
 
 
 


