
Town of Bernardston 
Selectboard Meeting Minutes 

 
 

Board Members 
Brian J. Keir            Robert R. Raymond, Chairman      Stanley D. Garland    

 
Minutes for the meeting of November 6, 2019 

Meeting held at Town Hall, 38 Church St, Bernardston, MA 01337. 
 
Selectboard Members Present:          Others Present:   
Bob Raymond                                  per sign-in log 
Stan Garland                                                          
Brian Keir 
 
Chairman Bob Raymond called the meeting to order at 6:01pm.  
He said that BNC-TV was providing live coverage of the meeting and replays of 
the meeting would later be available on the internet. 
 
Warrants  
Bob asked for a motion to approve the Payroll Warrant in the amount of 
$33,932.67. Brian motioned to approve, Stan seconded and the motion passed 
unanimously.  
 
Bob then entertained a motion to approve the Vendor Warrant for $618,398.77 
Brian motioned to approve, Stan seconded and the motion passed 
unanimously. Bob stated that the amount was so large due to the Pioneer 
District assessment in the amount of $592,663. 
 
Minutes   
Bob entertained a motion to approve the minutes of the regular meeting of 
October 23, 2019. Brian made a motion to approve the minutes as written. 
Stan seconded, and the motion passed 3-0.  
Next, Brian made a motion to approve minutes for the Executive Session 
meeting of October 23, 2019. These minutes will not be released at this time. 
Stan seconded the motion, which passed unanimously.  
 
Calendar & Announcements  
Bob then announced upcoming meetings and events in Bernardston, as listed 
on the attached agenda. 
 
Citizens’ Concerns 
There were no Citizens’ Concerns voiced at this meeting. 
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Other Meetings Attended by Selectboard Members 
Stan said that he attended a regional Selectmen’s meeting held at GCC. He 
reported that there was not a lot of relevant information discussed. Bob 
followed by saying that on Friday November 8th, the four Selectboard Chairmen 
in the Pioneer District will be meeting with Superintendent Scagel. Bob invited 
the viewers to submit questions to him, for the Superintendent. 
 
Appointments 
Paul Luther, Town Clerk; Selectboard Appointments 
Paul presented a list of two appointees who must be approved by the 
Selectboard. First, Assistant Town Clerk Christina Wysk was brought to the 
attention of the Selectboard. Paul asked for her to be re-appointed through 
December 31, 2020. He then brought the Board up to date on the Succession 
Plan of the Town Clerk’s office. Brian made a motion to re-appoint Chris 
through December 31, 2020. Stan seconded and the motion passed 3-0. Bob 
then read the next appointee; Russell Bixby to be appointed to the Council on 
Aging. Brian motioned to appoint Russell to the COA. Stan seconded and the 
motion passed 3-0. 
Mr. Luther also provided copies of the Regional Dog contract for the Board ’s 
approval. He said that the language differed slightly from the previous version. 
The Board felt confident that this program works well alongside the Animal 
Control Officer. Stan then made a motion to enter into the agreement for the 
$500 annual fee. Brian seconded the motion, which passed unanimously. 
Finally, Paul brought up the upcoming Presidential Primary Election. With the 
potential looming for questionable weather, Paul implored viewers to get 
absentee ballots to ensure their voices are heard. 
 
Peter Shedd, Emergency Management Director; proposed emergency 
communications system  
Previously, the Selectboard was asked by the FRCOG to sign a memorandum of 
agreement to commit Bernardston to the long envisioned new emergency 
communications system. Stan asked Peter what the cost of this project is going 
to be. Peter said that the state will not be covering the cost of installation of the 
new system. He also said there’s a $600 price differential between Motorola 
radios and Kenwood brand. The state will only be paying for the less expensive 
models. With the discussion turning to the disrepair of the current system, 
Stan made a motion to sign the agreement. Brian seconded and the motion 
passed unanimously. 
 
New Business 
One day Liquor License for Farm Table, LLC. Based on the orderly nature of 
previous licenses, the Board was in favor of granting the license for Kringle ’s 
winter celebration. Stan made the motion to approve the request. Brian 
seconded Stan’s motion, which passed unanimously. 
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Next, the Board considered a request for assistance from the Charity Lot Fund. 
After examining the request, Stan mentioned that the request did not meet any 
of the criteria for allowable assistance. Brian added that the fund clearly is 
specific as to how assistance can be used. Bob closed the request detailing 
that, by consensus, the Selectboard must reject the request. 
 
The Board then considered an employee time off request. Brian made a motion 
to grant the time off. Stan seconded Brian’s motion, which passed 3-0. 
 
Old Business 
BES usage form: 
A new guide, with accompanying forms, for groups desiring to use BES was 
presented to the Selectboard. The new guide was built largely on the one that is 
currently used for groups wanting to use the facilities of the Pioneer Valley 
Regional School. The Selectboard has maintained that groups that are not 
clearly registered non-profits should be paying to use BES. Stan made a motion 
to approve the new guide. Brian seconded and the motion passed 3-0. 
 
Town Coordinator Report 
The Town Coordinator discussed the recent transition to the FRCOG Health 
Department. Randy Crochier came to Town Hall to instruct the usage of their 
online permitting system. The transition has gone smoothly. With the FY21 
Recycling Contract still in limbo, there was a brief discussion as to ways that 
the Town can reduce its recycling expenses, now and in the future.  
 
Executive Session:  
Bob stated that the Board would go into Executive Session, pursuant to MGL 
Ch. 30A, Section 21 (2). He addressed that the Selectboard would return to 
Open Session, after the end of Executive Session. A Roll Call vote was taken: 
Brian Keir: aye, Stan Garland: aye, Bob Raymond: aye. 
 
The meeting reconvened in Open Session at 7:32pm.  Bob said that the 
candidate chose to not accept the Town’s offer for employment and that the job 
would be posted in a variety of places first thing on Thursday morning. 
 
With no further business to be discussed, Stan made a motion to adjourn at 
7:38pm. Brian seconded the motion which passed unanimously. The meeting 
adjourned at 7:38pm. 
 
Attest: Louis Bordeaux, Town Coordinator  
 
 
__________________, Chairman    ___________________      _______________________ 
Robert R. Raymond             Brian J. Keir                Stanley D. Garland    
 
 
 
 


