
Town of Bernardston 
Selectboard Meeting Minutes 

 
 

Board Members 
Brian J. Keir            Robert R. Raymond, Chairman      Stanley D. Garland    

 
Minutes for the meeting of October 23, 2019 

Meeting held at Town Hall, 38 Church St, Bernardston, MA 01337. 
 
Selectboard Members Present:          Others Present:   
Bob Raymond                                  per sign-in log 
Stan Garland                                                          
Brian Keir 
 
Chairman Bob Raymond called the meeting to order at 6:00pm.  
He said that BNC-TV was providing live coverage of the meeting and replays of 
the meeting would later be available on the internet. 
 
Warrants  
Bob entertained a motion to approve the Vendor Warrant for $35,345.22. Brian 
motioned to approve, Stan seconded and the motion passed unanimously.  
 
Bob then asked for a motion to approve the Payroll Warrant in the amount of 
$38,801.46. Brian motioned to approve, Stan seconded and the motion passed 
unanimously.  
 
Minutes   
Bob entertained a motion to approve the minutes of the regular meeting of 
October 9, 2019. Brian made a motion to approve the minutes as written. Stan 
seconded, and the motion passed 3-0.  
Next, Bob asked for a motion to approve the meeting minutes for the Special 
Meeting of October 16, 2019. Brian made a motion to approve the minutes as 
written. Stan seconded, and the motion passed 3-0. 
Then, Bob asked for a motion to approve the meeting minutes for the Joint  
Meeting with the Board of Health of October 16, 2019. Brian made a motion to 
approve the minutes as written. Stan seconded, and the motion passed 3-0. 
 
Calendar & Announcements  
Bob then announced upcoming meetings and events in town, as listed on the 
attached agenda.  
 
Citizens’ Concerns 
There were no Citizens Concerns, so Bob moved to Meetings attended by other 
Selectboard members, in advance of the scheduled 6:05pm Public Hearing. 
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Brian said that he attended the PVRSD School Committee meeting the previous 
night on October 22, 2019. The big item at that meeting was the committee 
vote to not support the Town of Warwick in their efforts to move forward with 
the application to the state to make Warwick Elementary School a Horace 
Mann II Charter School. Brian said that the vote was 7-5 in opposition. 
Stan attended the FRCOG’s Council meeting on October 17, 2019. He said that 
among the topics discussed were a Regional Animal Control program which he 
felt may be something that would work for Bernardston in the future. Other 
topics included Rural Policy Development and Emergency Communications. 
Stan added that the FRCOG Accounting program fee will increase next year. All 
in all, Stan felt that the FRCOG is doing a lot of good things. 
 
Appointments 
Public Hearing - Kringle Liquor Shop and Farm Table, LLC 
Attorney David Berson of Bacon Wilson and Robert Conlin appeared before the 
Selectboard. Bob read the two public notices aloud to open the Public Hearing.  
Attorney Berson reviewed the original management change, which was initiated 
after Barre Tozloski stepped down. He then spoke about the ownership change 
which was previously accepted by the Selectboard as Local Licensing Authority. 
They would like the Selectboard to reaffirm their earlier votes as the state’s 
ABCC has been holding up the application for various clerical technicalities. 
Attorney Berson furnished the Board with an Affidavit of Notice which will be 
submitted to the ABCC. Stan made a motion to accept Farm Table LLC and 
Kringle Liquor Shop’s change of manager from Barre Tozloski to Robert Conlin. 
Brian seconded Stan’s motion and the Board voted unanimously to approve the 
change. Stan then made a motion to close the Public Hearing. Brian seconded 
the motion and the vote to close the hearing was unanimous. 
 
Town Clerk Paul Luther appeared before the Selectboard next. Paul discussed 
his succession plan. He detailed that Assistant Town Clerk Chris Wysk would 
have more time to devote to that post in mid-January. He also said that Chris’ 
current appointment by the Selectboard expires on December 31, 2019 and he 
would be asking for her re-appointment at the next Selectboard meeting. After 
being asked by Bob about how many hours he works, Paul touched on his plan 
to have the Assistant Town Clerk work more hours, with the Town Clerk 
working fewer. Paul believes that this would create more efficiency in the Town 
Clerk’s office. He finished by saying that he will follow up during budget 
season. Next, Paul requested that Beth Watrous be appointed to the Local 
Cultural Council. Brian made the motion to appoint. Stan seconded and the 
motion passed unanimously. 
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New Business 
The state’s Department of Environmental Protection, through the Solid Waste 
District awarded a $4,900 grant to the Town. The annual grant was generated 
in part, by the Town’s excellent recycling history. Brian made a motion to 
accept the grant. Stan seconded and the grant was accepted by a unanimous 
vote. 
 
A lengthy Memoranda of Agreement was presented to the Selectboard from the 
FRCOG for continued participation with the regional Emergency 
Communications System. The document didn’t need to be signed immediately. 
Given the lack of specific information, the topic was tabled until more 
information is available. 
 
The upcoming Solid Waste District FY21 recycling contract was discussed. The 
terms are vastly different than in the previous contract. The new contract, 
which would be effective July 1, 2020 would have the Town’s cost to process 
recyclables commence at $93 per ton. Bob touched on how the global recycling 
market is oversupplied. The Board will continue to monitor this and not rush 
into signing the new contract. 
 
Old Business 
The Board discussed best practices for selling Town-owned properties. 
Previously, it was mentioned that properties could either be auctioned off or 
sold through RFP’s. Brian reaffirmed that the RFP (Request for Proposal) was a 
preferred method. He spoke of the house on Hales Crossing, then The 
Hollywood. The Hollywood, while a dilapidated eyesore saw its demolition cost 
nearly triple (from $35K to $92K) in the space of a few months. Town Counsel 
has been contacted to draft an RFP. 
 
Next, the Board revisited the delayed construction project of a new attendants 
shed at the Transfer Station. It was mentioned that the project is about one 
year overdue and the sophomore carpentry class from the Tech School still 
hasn’t started the job. Stan suggested getting back in touch with the project 
coordinator to ensure his understanding of the project and the need to get it 
done. 
 
Town Coordinator Report 
The Town Coordinator reported that the Town’s new Hazard Mitigation Plan 
was moving forward. He detailed a recent meeting with Kimberly Noake-
Macphee of the FRCOG. The FRCOG is the facilitator of the project. The Plan is 
expected to be completed sometime in the Spring of 2020. The Town also 
hosted a meeting of the Bernardston/Northfield Cable Advisory Committee. The 
towns’ contracts with Comcast expire in October of 2021. 
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Stan then asked the Town Coordinator what progress had been made with the 
architect’s design for the proposed Fire Station expansion. The architect asked 
for some survey information on the site. The Town Coordinator answered that 
Ed Muszynski had surveyed the property previously and had been in touch 
regarding his work. That information was shared with Brian DeVriese. 
 
With no further business to be discussed in Open Session, a roll call vote was 
taken to go into Executive Session: 
  Brian Keir: aye 
  Stan Garland: aye 
  Bob Raymond: aye 
 
At 6:53pm, the Selectboard went into Executive Session pursuant to MGL Ch. 
30A, Section 21, subsection 2; “To conduct strategy sessions in preparation for 
negotiations with nonunion personnel or to conduct collective bargaining 
sessions or contract negotiations with nonunion personnel”. 
 
Attest: Louis Bordeaux, Town Coordinator  
 
 
__________________, Chairman    ___________________      _______________________ 
Robert R. Raymond             Brian J. Keir                Stanley D. Garland    


