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Town of Bernardston 
Selectboard Meeting Minutes 

 
Minutes for the meeting of December 19, 2018. 

Meeting held at Town Hall, 38 Church St, Bernardston, MA. 01337. 
 
Selectboard Members Present:               Others Present:   
Brian J. Keir, Chairman                                               Russell Deane 
Robert R. Raymond                                                  
Stanley D. Garland                                                           
      
          
Brian called the meeting to order at 6:01pm. 
 
Brian announced the meeting is being telecast live by BNCTV and will be 
available on replay on bnctv.net.  
 
Warrants  
Brian asked for a motion to approve the payroll warrant in the amount of 
$32,641.19. Motion by Bob, second by Stan. Motion approved unanimously. 
 
Brian then asked for a motion to approve the vendor warrant in the amount of 
$54,563.13. Motion by Bob, second by Stan. Motion approved unanimously. 
 
Minutes 

· Regular Meeting, December 4, 2018. Motion by Bob to approve as written, 
second by Stan. Approved unanimously.  
 

Calendar & Announcements  
Brian announced meetings of several Town committees and boards scheduled: 
Planning Board ; Thursday December 20, 2018 at 6:30pm; Town Hall 
Zoning Board of Appeals; Thursday December 20, 2018 at 7:00pm; Town Hall 
Conservation Commission; Tuesday January 8, 2019 at 6:00pm; Town Hall 
Conservation Commission; Wednesday January 9, 2019 at 6:00pm; Town Hall 
Conservation Commission; Tuesday February 19, 2019 at 6:30pm; Town Hall 
 
Citizen’s Concerns –  
None 
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Selectboard Minutes 
December 19, 2018 
(continued) 
 
Appointments 

 
 There were no appointments scheduled at this meeting. 
 
New Business  
 
Ambulance Coverage: 
With the changeover in Greenfield from MedCare to AMR on December 16th, 
the Selectboards and Emergency Management Directors from Bernardston and 
Northfield publicly met in Northfield on December 11, 2018. The meeting 
resulted in an agreement to have the Northfield EMT service be Bernardston’s 
primary responder for ambulance calls in town. A review of the first few days 
showed favorable results, with no delays in response time. Further discussion 
will be made to formalize the agreement. 
 
MA Minimum Wage: 
The discussion was about the increase in the minimum wage in Massachusetts, 
set to take effect on January 1, 2019. Municipalities are exempt from the 
requirement of the minimum wage. After a brief discussion, it was agreed to 
table the Town’s adaptation until more information can be determined. 
 
BPD Detail 2019: 
The Board examined a document submitted by Chief Jim Palmeri, outlining the 
Detail Policy for 2019. Stan noticed the rate of $45/hour and commented that 
it’s an increase over the current rate. The Board would like to invite the Chief 
to the next meeting to further discuss the plan. The item was then tabled. 
 
Recycling Contamination: 
After receiving a memo from the Solid Waste District, recycling at the Transfer 
Station was discussed. With the market for recycled material at an all time low, 
the Materials Recycling Facility has become more stringent on the rejection of 
contaminated loads. This could cost the Town money, as contaminated loads 
that are rejected would be billed a total of $155/ton. It’s mentioned that the 
Town hasn’t increased the price of trash bags in 14 years, with other towns as 
high as $3 per bag for pay as you throw trash. An appeal is made to the 
townspeople to be vigilant about the recycling so the cost at the Transfer 
Station can be kept down. 
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Selectboard Minutes 
December 19, 2018 
(continued) 
 
Vacation Request: 
After a motion by Bob and a second by Stan, an employee vacation request was 
approved. 
 
Speed Limit on Northfield Road: 
A conversation then took place regarding the posted speed limit on Northfield 
Road. With a traffic increase at The Heirloom Collective, and an anticipated 
increase at the site chosen for a new retail outlet, it’s decided to ask MassDOT 
to reduce the speed limit in that area from 45MPH to 35MPH. 
 
Budget Season: 
Fiscal Year 2020 budgets are due in to the Finance Committee by year ’s end. 
Follow up meetings with both the Selectboard and the Finance Committee are 
redundant. Stan suggested that the Selectboard attend the regularly posted 
and scheduled Finance Committee meetings. 
 
The Heirloom Collective: 
The first medicinal marijuana plants are in. There’s a medicinal hosting 
agreement in place. The Board wants to contact THC seeking the first 
payments due the Town on that agreement. 
 
Old Business 
 
Fire Station: 
An email from Cory Frehsee of Stevens & Associates was received and given to 
the Board members. Once again, the footprint of the building was discussed as 
was the ability to tie in to current construction at the site. The Board agreed 
that they would all like to be on the same page. Stan suggested talking with 
Peter Shedd and asking if it’s time to cut ties or stick with Stevens & Associates. 
 
Stantec: 
Also received prior to the meeting was an email from Stantec’s Project Manager 
for the Turners Falls Road Bridge replacement, Bryan Ruoff. Ruoff wants to 
know what are the expectations of Stantec for the spring milling and repaving. 
 
Fire & Water District: 
Russ Deane joined the meeting to bring the Town up to speed on the rusty 
water situation in Center Village. He said that they lost a pump and had to 
switch over to a different one, which caused the discoloration of the water. The 
District declared an emergency, which by the time the meeting took place was 
under control. 
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Selectboard Minutes 
December 19, 2018 
(continued) 
 
Town Coordinator Report 
 
The Town Coordinator said that Electric Aggregation might not be all done after 
all. Colonial Power advised that there has been extreme volatility in the electric 
market and there was a great chance that they would be able to offer the 
residents of Bernardston a good deal after all. 
 
The Hollywood site was then brought up. Despite working with the COG, the 
available Brownfield Funding didn’t make sense. The primary reason being that 
the grant was “recoverable” by the state. Which meant that rather than a grant, 
it was merely a loan disguised as a grant. Western Massachusetts Demolition 
has been in contact with the office and said that they would be able to abate 
the asbestos and demolish the buildings for between $30K and $40K. 
 
Lastly, the Accountant corrected some COG related items on the Budget 
Expense Report and the Town Coordinator thanked Bill Montiglio for going 
above and beyond to update the Town’s Emergency Contact List. 
 
Final comments dealt with Conservation Commission dealing with a School 
Road resident, focusing on tax title properties and landfill testing. 
 
Adjournment 
With no further business to be discussed, Stan made a motion to declare the 
meeting adjourned at 6:44pm, Bob seconded. Motion carried.   
 
Attest: Louis Bordeaux, Town Coordinator  
 
 
_________________, Chairman  ___________________         _______________________ 
Brian J. Keir                          Robert R. Raymond         Stanley D. Garland                               


