
 

                                     Town of Bernardston 
Selectboard 

 
MEETING MINUTES: for the meeting of August 27, 2018.  
 
Meeting held at Town Hall, 38 Church St, Bernardston, MA. 01337.  
 
Select Board Members Present:               Others Present:   
Brian Keir, Chairman                                                           Tim van Epps 
Robert R. Raymond                                                  Jim Counihan 
Stanley Garland                                                                     Tom Carney 
        Patrick Cloney 
        Max Marcus (The Recorder) 
        State Rep. Paul Mark 
 
Brian called the meeting to order at 3:30 
 
With Representative Mark delayed, Jim Counihan from THC details how the state legislature 
decided to exclude marijuana cultivation from its definition of agriculture. The details 
involve a cranberry farmer in Plympton who wanted to grow marijuana. During the last 
week of December, 2017 as the bill was passed, Counihan recounted that neither former 
Senator Rosenberg nor Representative Mark felt that the change would be punitive. 
However, Counihan adds that the simple exclusion has now cost THC over $1 million. 
 
Ironically, the cranberry farmer was unable to get funding to move forward and thus, never 
moved forward in the process. 
 
Counihan said that Rep. (Chairman) Mark has shown interest in crafting a Home Rule 
Amendment to the new law. He added that if BoS approves, Mark would be willing to file 
the legislation. 
 
Rep. Mark arrived at 3:35pm. 
 
Mark opened by saying that the House of Representatives is in a roadblock, that no one 
wants to touch the subject of marijuana legislation. He said that the Home Rule Petition is a 
town making a law for itself with legislative approval. 
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Bob asked, “How does this make Bernardston different from what any other town is going 
through?” 
 
Counihan said that THC is the ONLY license holder who has been affected. 
 
Representative Mark pointed out that the Home Rule Petition must be voted on at a Special 
Town Meeting (requiring a simple majority to pass). Upon passage, he would file the 
legislation. 
 
Stan asked, “If this doesn’t pass at STM, how does this affect THC?” 
Counihan replied that it would delay THC and cost them more money. 
(Pat: Long term, it would also affect retail.) 
 
Mark, when asked by Counihan and Cloney if this must be voted on at a Special Town 
Meeting or can the Selectboard simply agree to this said, no Home Rule Petition has passed 
without the STM. 
 
MOTION made by Stan:  
The Bernardston Selectboard supports drafting a Home Rule Petition as asked for by THC. 
SECOND by Bob. 
Motion passed unanimously. 
 
Mark said this type of bill is the only type that can cross past January 1st into a new calendar 
year. 
 
(Off topic: state final inspection of THC is scheduled for September 10th) 
 
Host Community Agreement 
The Board has questions regarding revised amounts in the more recent version.  Counihan 
tells the Board that if the new agreement doesn’t get passed, the original stays in force. 
 
Various points are made by both sides. Stan wants to know what happens after the five years 
have elapsed. Cloney said that, “We come back and revisit the numbers again.”  Counihan 
offers to rewrite the new version to the Board’s liking. Edits are made and THC will submit a 
new HCA based on the discussion. 
 
Bob voices concern over the town being left out to dry in the case of a major event tapping 
out the Impact funding. Cloney says that the town won’t be left out to dry if something of a 
catastrophic nature is to happen there. 
 
(continued) 
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Upon arrival, the newest version of the HCA needs to be sent to Donna MacNicol. 
 
Representative Paul Mark stays after the THC contingent depart. Discussion turns to 
perceived advantages of regionalization.  
 
Old Business: 
Bob asks Brian about the Verde Energy contract he signed. Said he paid a penny more than 
he thought it should have been. Bob also mentions no green energy listed on his power bill. 
Brian would like to look at the agreement to compare what was signed to what Bob was 
billed. 
 
Adjournment 
With no further business to be discussed, Stan made a motion to declare the meeting 
adjourned at 4:55pm, Brian seconded. Motion carried.   
 
Attest: Louis Bordeaux, Town Coordinator  
 
_________________          _________________          __________________ 
Brian Keir, Chairman        Robert R. Raymond           Stanley D. Garland                                


