
                                     Town of Bernardston 

Selectboard 
 
MEETING MINUTES: for the meeting of August 1, 2018.  
 
Select Board Members Present:            Others Present:   
Brian Keir, Chairman                                           Pat Carnevale, Gov. Office - Western Mass 
Robert R. Raymond                                                    Bob Berry, - MEMA                 
Stanley Garland                                                   Peter Shedd, - Fire Chief 
                                                                              Jane Dutcher, - Finance Committee               
 
Chairman Brian Keir called the meeting to order at 3:16pm. He said this was a Selectboard 
meeting with the Fire Station Expansion Committee.  
 
New Fire Station  
Patrick Carnevale, Director of the Governors Western Massachusetts was present to discuss 
the particulars of the $1,000,000 set aside for Bernardston in the Capital Bond Bill. There was 
considerable discussion among the attendees:  

· whether the Governor had signed off on the bill; 
· if Bernardston was included; 
· the length of authorization edibility; 
· the terms and conditions under which the funding could be accessed. 

 
Pat did not seem to offer much in the way of insight to these questions except for the length 
of the authorization which is typically 5-years. He said his understanding on the situation is 
Bernardston was included as of May 2018 but was unaware if the Town made the bill the 
Governor signed in June. Stan placed a call to Representative Paul Mark’s office for 
clarification. Jane stated her understanding was the Governor did sign off on the bill and 
Bernardston was included. She left the meeting to return home to get proof. In the 
meantime, Stan received an email from Rep Mark’s office confirming the Governor did sign 
the bill with Bernardston included within the measure. The money has been authorized but 
not yet appropriated according to Rep. Mark’s office. Jane returned offering written proof of 
the inclusion citing Chapter 113 Acts & Resolves 2018, page 13, line 253-254. The 
description appeared to be broad in context noting “renovation” or “construction” leaving the 
Town with several options and no obvious restrictions.  
 
Discussion turned to what steps the Town needed to take now to access the money. Pat  
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suggested contact Rep Mark’s office for guidance with whom to contact at the state Division 
of Capital Asset Management & Maintenance (DCAMM,) the state agency responsible for  
releasing the funding. Questions about schematics, blue prints, architectural drawings, 
permits, matching funds requirements, if any, and if the $1million permitted soft costs to be 
included, not just limited to construction costs.   
 
The Town Coordinator will follow up with Rep. Marks’s office for a contact at DCAMM to 
determine what steps the Town needs to take in order to access the earmarked funding. 
 
Adjournment 
With no further business to be discussed, Stan made a motion to declare the meeting 
adjourned at 4:06pm, Stan seconded.   
 
Attest: Hugh Campbell, Town Coordinator  
 
_________________, Chairman          _________________         __________________ 
Brian Keir                                               Robert R. Raymond          Stanley D. Garland                                         


