
                                     Town of Bernardston 

Board of Selectmen 

 

MEETING MINUTES: for the meeting of January 18, 2017.  

 

Select Board Members Present:                Others Present:   

Andrew Girard, Chairman                                                    

Robert R. Raymond                                                               

Stanley Garland                                                                      

                                                                                                  

Chairman Andrew Girard called the meeting to order at 6:01pm.  

 

Andrew announced the meeting is being broadcast by BNCTV.   

  

Warrants (week ending January 6th) 
Andrew asked for a motion to approve the Payroll Warrant in the amount of $43,456.22. 

Motion by Bob, second by Stan. Motion carried.  
 

Andrew requested a motion to approve the Vendor Warrant in the amount of $606,740.72. 

The PVRSD assessment at $555,668.80 was due this warrant noted Andrew. Motion by Bob, 

second by Stan. Motion carried.  

 

Minutes 

 Regular Meeting, January 4, 2017. Motion by Bob to approve as written, second by 

Stan. Motion carried.  

 Special Meeting, January 10, 2017. Motion by Bob to approve as written, second by 

Stan. Motion carried. 

 

Calendar & Announcements  

Bob read aloud the events and activities in Town for the near future. A meeting of the 

Finance Committee for January 23rd at the Police Station and a meeting of the Board of 

Assessors for January 24th at Town Hall was added to the list of meetings. Andrew also 

announced the Finance Committee was seeking a vacancy to be filled. Interested residents 

should contact the Town Moderator as the appointing authority of their interest in serving.  

 

Citizen’s Concerns – None 
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Appointments  

6:05pm – Paul Luther, Town Clerk 

Paul met with the Selectmen to discuss the following matters:  

a) Non-partisan Caucus – Paul presented the warrant for the non-partisan caucus 

scheduled for 7:00pm Monday March 6th at the Senior Center. Openings for elected 

positions for a 3-year term are as follows:  

 1 Board of Selectmen 

 1 Board of Assessors  

 1 Board of Health 

 1 Constable 

 1 Town Moderator 

 1 Cushman Library Trustee 

 4 Powers Institute Trustees 

 1 Recreation Commission 

 

b) Voting Machine – Paul handed out information from a voting machine vendor. A 

new voting machine is needed and the cost is in the $5,000 range. He stated his 

budget for FY18 is likely to be $2,000 less than FY17 due to less election cycles in 

FY18. In addition, the vendor will permit the Town use the machine for 60-days free 

of charge. He proposes to use the machine for the May 1st election and purchase the 

same after July 1st. Coding and ballot printing costs are approximately $900 or so 

which will still be the Town’s responsibility. The Board will act on Paul’s 

recommendation at the next Selectmen’s meeting February 1st.  

 

c) Public Records request – The Town received its first public records request under the 

new law. Paul as the designated Public Records Access Officer (PRAO) received a 

request of inquiry related to the possible employment of a person eligible retirement 

benefits. The person in questions is not now nor has ever been in the employ of the 

Town of Bernardston. The request was passed onto the Treasurer for verification of 

employment and the requestor was then informed accordingly that no records 

existed.  

 

d) Fire Station Debt Exclusion Question - Finally, Paul noted with interest the 

possibility of the Fire Station expansion project requiring a ballot question for debt 

exclusion. If so, careful consideration should be given to the deadlines for placing the  
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question on the May 1st electoral ballot. A special election could also be held to 

accommodate the debt exclusion measure at a later time.  

 

New Business 

PVRSD District Agreement Review Committee 

Bob summarized a discussion among PVRSD member town officials on Tuesday January 10th 

held at the Senior Center regarding an ad-hoc committee comprised of 2 members from each 

member town, 2 members of the School Committee and the Superintendent intended to 

analyze and review the District Agreement. The Board has received 3 candidates interested 

in serving on the ad-hoc committee: John Killeen of Chapin Rd, Joseph Arsenault of Gill Rd 

and Robert Keir of West Mountain Rd. All of the candidates attended the January 10th 

meeting. Bob stated he is seeking persons to serve on the committee that are open to change 

and not just keeping the status quo. He would like to see the District Agreement opened and 

subject to change throughout as appropriate. Bob noted a representative from Warwick 

stated his first duty was to the school district and his town second. Stan and Bob both felt the 

opposite should be true. Paul Luther stated when he served on the School Committee 

representing Bernardston, the role was clearly that of a dual responsibility. Hugh Campbell, 

Town Coordinator, said he has learned Leyden was planning on appointing their 2 

representatives Thursday morning January 12th and Northfield on Tuesday January 24th. In 

addition, all 3 Northfield Selectmen plan on attending the January 25th meeting. No word 

from Warwick yet. Andrew called for a motion. Bob motion to appoint Robert Keir and John 

Killeen to the PVRSD District Agreement Review Committee so-called, second by Stan. 

Motion carried.  

 

Cushman Library 

Caroline Bellamy has tendered her resignation from Cushman Library citing health reasons. 

The Board noted the same with regret and a letter of appreciation will be drafted for 

signature. 

 

Council on Aging  

COA Director Dianne Cornwell forwarded Ellen Field, 74 Mt Station Rd, Northfield as an 

on-call substitute driver for the COA at a pay rate of $12.02 per hour effective January 23rd 

for appointment to the position. So moved by Bob, second by Stan. Motion carried.  
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Town Hall Outbuildings 

Stan said the Board should begin to consider alternate uses for the 2 outbuildings behind 

Town Hall. The Water House, so-called, is used by the Bernardston Fire & Water District 

until their new facility is ready for full occupancy off of South St near Pratt Field. The other 

building is a small brick structure currently housing the Town Hall snow-blower. Stan said 

taking the buildings down and using the area for parking is also a consideration.  

 

Town Hall floors 

Bob asked that a local contractor be called to plug the holes in the Town Hall floor left by 

the removal of the old steam heating system radiators. In addition, he suggested Sandri be 

notified the inside temperature be adjusted down so it was not so warm in the building 

during off hours.  

 

Old Business 

Fire Station Expansion Committee 

Stan reported on the latest meeting of the Fire Station Expansion Committee. He made the 

following points:  

 The targeted location for the Fire Station has become more decidedly unclear.  

 Land off of Kringle Drive appeals to a more affordable metal pre-fabricated structure. 

The cost of acquiring the land could be offset by the lower cost of the building.  

Zoning and storm water runoff are not a problem here but there is no existing septic 

system.  

 The Kerber lot on the corner of Brattleboro Rd and Church St (former Bernardston 

Inn site) would permit a drive thru lane. The septic system is more than adequate and 

allowing for up to 23 parking spaces. However, storm water runoff is an issue with 

this location.  

 Grants to offset the cost of the project should be investigated but the sources are 

scarce or non-existent for stand-alone construction projects. There are some 

incentives to regionalize fire service which may provide grants to pursue involving 

more than 1 community.  

 Stan said he liked the idea of a facility in Center Village close to Cushman Park rather 

than outside such as Kringle Drive. Andrew agreed. Bob noted that Bud Foster was 

considering gifting land for the Town to accommodate and expansion or new 

construction beyond the gift he has already committed. The 2-family house on Bud’s 

land is a loss of $3,500 annual tax revenue.  
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 Should a new facility be built other than the present site, the current station could be 

used as a satellite or storage area.  

 Preliminary costs for an 8,000 square feet building at the Kerber lot is $300 per square 

feet = $2.974 million and the Kringle Drive lot = $3.4million.  

 

Town Coordinator Report 

Hugh Campbell reported on the following:  

 

Master Plan Implementation Committee (MIPC) – John Lepore, Chairman of the former 

Master Plan Steering Committee is actively seeking members to serve on the MIPC on behalf 

of the Planning Board. He has several names in mind to serve. John plans to recommend 

members from the Planning Board, Conservation Commission, Agricultural Commission and 

members at-large to the committee. John is an ideal choice to Chair the MIPC if the Board 

would consider the appointment.  

 

FY18 Fuel Bids 

FY18 #2 heating oil and Diesel fuel bids will be on the Selectmen’s desk for action in the near 

future. Current FY17 rates of $1.55 for oil and $1.64 for diesel are now in effect after FY16 

carry-over volume at $2.26 and $2.34 respectively has been exhausted. It is unlikely; FY18 

prices will be a low as FY17.  

 

Town Hall Furnace Project 

Final inspection of the project is set to take place for Tuesday January 24th at 2:00pm. Post 

inspection final paperwork for the Town to receive reimbursement from the Green 

Communities grant will be submitted to the state DOER as soon as it finalized.  

 

Community Compact 

Quotes are being sought for the 2 of 3 projects approved by the state Community Compact 

program. The state MassIT agency will perform an IT survey gratis. Grants will be offered for 

small bridge/culvert maintenance and replacement program and the vehicle fleet 

maintenance replacement program.  

 

Cushman Library 

Dead River is scheduling the installation of new oil tanks at Cushman Library. Actual date 

and time is to be determined.  
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Adjournment 

With no further business to be discussed, Stan made a motion to declare the meeting 

adjourned at 7:01pm, Bob seconded. Motion carried.   

 

Attest: Hugh Campbell, Town Coordinator  

 

_________________, Chairman          _________________         __________________ 

Andrew I. Girard                                  Stanley D. Garland             Robert R. Raymond                     


