
                                     Town of Bernardston 

Board of Selectmen 

 

MEETING MINUTES: for the meeting of December 7, 2016.  

 

Select Board Members Present:                Others Present:   

Andrew Girard, Chairman                                                      Jim Neilsen      

Robert R. Raymond                                                                 Beth Gustafson 

Stanley Garland                                                                       Mark Popham 

                                                                                                  

Chairman Andrew Girard called the meeting to order at 6:01pm.  

 

Andrew announced the meeting is being broadcast by BNCTV.   

  

Warrants (week ending December 2nd) 
Andrew asked for a motion to approve the Payroll Warrant in the amount of $39,918.96. 

Motion by Bob, second by Stan. Motion carried.  
 

Andrew requested a motion to approve the Vendor Warrant in the amount of $42,805.44 

Motion by Bob, second by Stan. Motion carried.  

 

Minutes 

 Regular Meeting, November 22, 2016. Motion by Bob to approve as written, second 

by Stan. Motion carried.  

 

Calendar & Announcements  

Bob read aloud the events and activities in Town for the near future.  

 

Citizen’s Concerns – None 

 

Appointments  

6:05pm Mark Popham  

Mark Popham, the Town’s environmental consultant, met with the Board to report on the 

well monitoring project at the landfill site subsequent to an order from the DEP to repair and 

relocate wells. Mark stated the closed landfill site is in good shape after the work that has 

been completed. Mark was also charged with an annual inspection of the site with a report to 

be filed to DEP. He said the site is well maintained with brush and vegetation cleared. 
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No action items are necessary, however he is noting that grass and brush is to be kept short 

in swales and a gas pipe needs to be straightened. A total of 3 groundwater monitoring wells 

were repaired and one was relocated to specifications from DEP. The landfill cap appears to 

be doing its job. Surface water quality is within acceptable parameters and minimal traces of 

1 4 dioxin, a chemical DEP was concerned about emanating from the site. All wells are 

cemented in firmly and painted the color yellow for visibility. A contour map and survey 

map locating each monitoring well was provided. Three invoices for work related to the 

closed landfill were submitted. Mark suggests a FY18 budget for well testing at $7,300.00 

including a closed landfill inspection. The Board thanked Mark for shepherding the Town 

through the DEP compliance issues with the landfill. Motion to authorize Andrew and 

Chairman to sign the closed landfill inspection report to be submitted to DEP by Bob, second 

by Stan. Motion carried.  

 

New Business 

Class II and Class III Licneses 

Three Class III and one Class III license renewals were considered for 2017 as follows:  

 

1) Motion by Bob, second by Stan to approve a Class II used car license for Bernardston 

Auto Wrecking, 164 Turners Falls Rd, Bernardston for calendar year 2017. Motion 

carried.  

 

2) Motion by Bob, second by Stan to approve a Class II used car license for Deneault’s 

Auto Sales, 888 Brattleboro Rd, Bernardston for calendar year 2017. Motion carried.  

 

3) Motion by Bob, second by Stan to approve a Class II used car license for Beckwith’s 

Auto Sales, 146 South St, Bernardston for calendar year 2017. Motion carried.  

 

4) Motion by Bob, second by Stan to approve a Class III used car and junk dealer license 

for Bernardston Auto Wrecking, 164 Turners Falls Rd, Bernardston for calendar year 

2017. Motion carried.  

 

Entertainment Licenses 

Two Entertainment licenses were considered for 2017 as follows:  

 

1) Motion by Bob, second by Stan to approve an Entertainment License for Kringle 

Candle, 220 South St, Bernardston for calendar year 2017. Motion carried.  
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2) Motion by Bob, second by Stan to approve an Entertainment License for The Farm 

Table Restaurant, 219 South St, Bernardston for calendar year 2017. Motion carried.  

 

Time-Off Request 

Motion by Stan, second by Bob to approve a time-off request submitted by 2 employees.  

Motion carried.  

 

BES Use 

The Bernardston Police Association is seeking permission to use the BES gym Saturdays 

5:00pm – 7:00pm effective immediately through April 2017. Motion to permit as requested 

by Stan, second by Bob. Motion carried.  

 

Transfer Station Inspection Report 

The Franklin County Solid Waste District conducted its annual inspection of the Transfer 

Station and submitted a report for the Board to review and sign for submission to DEP. 

Minor issues were notated regarding littering, battery collection and maintaining the 

recyclables area, but nothing that rose to the standard of a DEP violation. Motion to 

authorize Andrew and Chairman to sign the Transfer Station inspection report to be 

submitted to DEP by Bob, second by Stan. Motion carried. Motion to authorize Andrew and 

Chairman to sign the Transfer Station inspection Corrective Action Plan to be submitted to 

DEP by Bob, second by Stan. Motion carried.  

 

BES Maintenance  

Bob suggested representatives from PVRSD meet with the Town Building Committee 

regarding maintenance issues at BES before the FY18 budget is developed. Stan and Andrew 

agreed. The Town Coordinator will follow up accordingly.  

 

Planning Board Resignation 

Johanna Stacy submitted her resignation effective December 30th from the Planning Board 

after 5-years of service. The Board accepted the resignation with regret. A letter of 

appreciation was signed by the Board.  

 

Police Commendation 

Chief of Police Jim Palmeri submitted a written commendation for Sergeant Jason Bassett 

who recently revived a person from a suspected heroin overdose with NARCAN and  
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arranged for transportation to the hospital. Chief Palmeri stated that Sgt Bassett’s quick 

decisive action in all likelihood saved the person’s life.  

 

Old Business 

Colonial Power  

Colonial Power will host an Information Session at the next Selectmen’s meeting 6:30pm 

Wednesday December 21st to answer questions and concerns from residents and business 

owners regarding the electricity rate aggregation plan taking effect in January 2017.   

 

Fire Station Expansion 

Stevens & Associates submitted an addendum to the feasibility study contract to include the 

2 properties immediately west of the Fire Station for $3,050. Additional analysis of 2 

properties off of Kringle Drive would an extra $3,600.00. The Board discussed the merits of 

including the Kringle Drive properties and decided to pass. Paul Luther asked if the Highway 

Garage site will be given the same thorough analysis since, in his opinion, the site appears to 

be an ideal location with enough room to accommodate a new Fire Station facility on land 

already owned by the Town. Stan stated the Highway Garage site is not a good fit with the 

Fire Department, could have problems with zoning if multiple buildings are on a single lot, 

could impact homeowner insurance rates negatively and response time could also be a 

mitigating factor. Paul cautioned the Board to consider what happened in Northfield when a 

$7million project was killed after the project was presented and there appeared to receive 

favorable reaction by those who attended public meetings, etc., but in the end the measure 

died at the ballot box.   

 

Motion to accept the contract addendum for $3,050 for the 2 properties immediately west of 

the Fire Station by Bob and also to include a review of the present septic system at the 

Kerber lot (former site of the Bernardston Inn,) second by Stan. Motion carried.  

 

Comcast  

The Board had written to Comcast on behalf of Jim Neilsen, 656 Huckle Hill Rd, seeking 

cable service extension based on the 15 household per mile density provision in the renewal 

license. Comcast responded by stating they disagree with the Board’s position and will not be 

extending service to 656 Huckle Hill Rd. Two options remain for the Board to pursue; a) 

request Comcast to visit with the Board and explain their position and or b) hold a public  
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hearing in accordance with Section 11 of the renewal license. Bob suggested the Board invite 

Comcast out to discuss the situation before a public hearing option is considered. Jim 

Neilson, 656 Huckle Hill Rd, supported the Board’s position to have a Comcast representative 

attend a future meeting. His concerns surround the distance measured, a site survey and a 

plan for cable extension on Huckle Hill Rd. Stan noted that specific questions should be 

forwarded to Comcast in advance to avoid them attending and not knowing the issues at 

hand.  

 

FY16 Audit 

Representatives from Melanson Heath will be meeting with the Selectmen at the next 

regular meeting at 6:05pm on Wednesday December 21st to discuss the results of the FY16 

audit.  

 

PVRSD Member Joint Meeting 

The Board chose 6:00pm Tuesday January 10, 2016 at the Bernardston Senior Center for the 

joint meeting of Selectmen, Finance Committee and School Committee members to engage 

in a discussion of the FY18 PVSD budget. The Board is aware Northfield Selectmen meet on 

Tuesdays and their meeting calendar will be reviewed accordingly. Warwick and Leyden are 

good with the date.  

 

Cushman Park 

The Tree Warden has quoted $750 for stump grinding in Cushman Park. Motion to approve 

and request the Tree Warden to proceed post haste by Bob, second by Stan. Motion carried.  

 

Falltown Spirits 

Motion by Bob to deny issuance of a 2017 renewal for a Package Store liquor license to 

Falltown Spirits by Bob, second by Stan. Motion carried.   

 

Town Coordinator Report 

Hugh Campbell reported on the following:  

a) Annual Reports 2016. A memorandum has been issued to all Town departments and 

periphery organizations to submit 2016 Annual Reports to the Selectmen’s office by 

no later than February 28th.  

b) Selectmen’s Budgets FY18. Budgets of the Selectmen’s responsibility will be ready for 

review by the next meeting on December 21st.  
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c) Handicapped Doorbell. RING has offered an electronic notification system for 

$149.00. The doorbell would notify someone in the Town Hall via wireless internet if 

someone is at the door and it needs to be opened. Details about logistics and hidden 

costs, if any, forthcoming.  

d) Treasurer Computer. The Treasurer’s computer has not been operational lately. It 

appears a Windows 10 automatic download has caused a significant problem. De facto 

volunteer IT consultant Lou Bordeaux has not been able to fix the problem. A new 

computer is likely to purchased and reloaded with applicable software.  

e) Cushman Library Oil Tank. The 1,000 gallon underground tank is 32-years old. Bob 

said he thinks it should be filled in with slurry and new tank installed in the Library. 

He did not realize the tank was that old. Motion to approve a quote from Dead River 

for $2,600.00 by Bob to install a new 275 gallon oil tank in the basement of Cushman 

Library as soon as practical, second by Stan. Motion carried.   

f) Senior Center Dishwasher. The leak in the dishwasher has been repaired. The 

manufacturer representative had to come out and repair the problem.  

 

 

Adjournment 

With no further business to be discussed, Stan made a motion to declare the meeting 

adjourned at 7:45pm, Bob seconded. Motion carried.   

 

Attest: Hugh Campbell, Town Coordinator  

 

_________________, Chairman          _________________         __________________ 

Andrew I. Girard                                  Stanley D. Garland             Robert R. Raymond                     


