
 

Town of Bernardston 
Board of Selectmen 

 

MEETING MINUTES: for the meeting of November 17, 2016 

 

Select Board Members Present:                Others Present:   

Andrew Girard, Chairman                                                James Counihan 

Stanley Garland - absent                                                   Patrick Cloney 

Robert R. Raymond                                                            

                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                

Chairman Andrew Girard called the meeting to order at 9:34am.   

 

Happy Valley Compassion Center (HVCC) 

James Counihan and Patrick Cloney from HVCC met with the Board to continue discussions about a 

host agreement for their pending siting of a medical marijuana cultivation facility in Bernardston. A 

handout summarizing agreeable terms and conditions to locate in the town was provided by HVCC 

and is included in the Minutes herein.  

 

In summary, HVCC offers the following:  

a) Establish a $10,000 impact cost account to be drawn from for any and all incidents related to 

public safety as a result of their facility being located in Bernardston. Any costs incurred 

related to impact in excess of the $10,000 will be paid for by HVCC.  

b) An additional $10,000 donation will be made to the Board of Selectmen to be used at their 

discretion.  

c) A $5,000 donation for a charity will be made to the Selection for distribution at their 

discretion not limited to IRS 501(c)(3) organizations.  

d) Term of the agreement entered into between the Town and HVCC would be for 24-months.  

e) HVCC plans to invest minimally $2million in a facility new construction on land owned by 

the Sandri Companies and will agree to not seek an agricultural tax assessment which they 

would be within their rights to apply as an agricultural institution. The tax revenue at the 

present rate would yield $40,000 annually taxed on a $2million structure.  

f) A 10-year wind down period would allow the organization to withdraw from Bernardston 

should local or state laws no longer permit medical marijuana as an industry or commercial 

venture.  

 

Bob asked if HVCC had inquired about water capacity from the Bernardston Fire & Water District at 

the proposed build site. Patrick Cloney stated they are not that far along yet, but it will be a major 

consideration. A 30,000 square foot building is being proposed and water is a critical component of 

the operation. Andrew stated he would like to see a portion of donations be dedicated for drug and  
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alcohol awareness education. Patrick Cloney stated part of their state Department of Public Health 

(DPH) mandate is to provide an educational component to their business.  With respect to zoning,  

been told by the Town’s Building Inspector they would not need to apply for a Special Permit or 

submit plans for Site Plan Review with the Planning Board. However, they are not opposed to 

process should it be necessary. The location of the proposed facility is in the EPD zone in a 

commercially zoned district which does give a specific timeline for approval. The discussion 

concluded with HVCC agreeing to provide a host agreement complete with terms and conditions for 

the Board’s review in the near future.  

 

River Maple Farm 

Police Chief James Palmeri had asked to meet with the Board, appeared briefly, but was called away. 

However, the Chief is asking the Board to correspond with the Grover’s about loose livestock which 

continues to be a problem. Both Bob and Andrew asked the Town Coordinator to immediately 

contact Butch Grover on their behalf.  

 

Fire Station Expansion 

Bob asked the Town Coordinator to request of Stevens Associates a cost estimate, if any, to included 

consideration of acquiring the housing lot owned by Bud Foster to the west and the former 

Bernardston Inn lot now vacant for the Fire Station expansion project.  

 

 

Adjourn   With no further business to be discussed, Bob made a motion to declare the meeting 

adjourned at 10:34am, Andrew seconded.  Motion carried.   

 

 

Attest: Hugh Campbell, Town Coordinator 

 

_________________, Chairman          _________________, Member      __________________,Member 

Andrew I. Girard                                    Stanley D. Garland                         Robert R. Raymond                    

  

 

 


