
 

Town of Bernardston 
Board of Selectmen 

 

MEETING MINUTES: for the meeting of March 28, 2016 

 

Select Board Members Present:                   Others Present:   

Robert R. Raymond, Chairman                                           

Stanley Garland                                                                     

Andrew Girard                                                                      

                                                                                                                                                                                               

Chairman Bob Raymond called the meeting to order at 10:02am in the office of the Board of Health.  

 

10:00am Conference Call  

The Board was to participate on a joint conference call with 6 other municipalities (Berlin, Egremont, 

Millville, Wendell, Salisbury and Sandisfield,) Colonial Power and the Dept of Energy Resources 

(DOER) regarding the Town's petition to the Department of Utilities (DPU) for electric aggregate 

pricing for Bernardston residents and businesses. After waiting of all personnel to arrive for 

approximately 14-minutes, it was determined the representatives from the DOER were unable to 

participate. The conference call was rescheduled for a an alternate date and time in the near future to 

be determined.  

 

Bernardston Elementary School Maintenance  

Andrew summarized a tour of BES with PVRSD Maintenance Supervisor Steve Field. Topics included 

a need to replace an air exchanger to have the heat regulated throughout the building, maintenance 

vs. capital expenditures definitions, maintenance responsibilities between Town and School and the 

lack of keys available to Town personnel as landlords.  

 

FY17 Budget 

Board members reviewed the latest figures provided by the Finance Committee for the Annual Town 

Meeting warrant. Operational budgetary figures are taken from Version 10 of the Finance Committee 

budget tabulations. The Finance Committee is meeting at 4:00pm today to continue deliberations. An 

employee pay raise of 1.5% is included in the latest round of figures. Where Departments stated they 

could trim their budgets, reductions were made to line items accordingly.  

 

Discussion ensued about the replacement of the Turners Falls Road bridge. Andrew stated he was 

prepared to leave the bridge rated at a 9-ton capacity and put aside funds yearly to pay for the project, 

rather than borrow to funds. Stan felt the bridge should be replaced now the Town knows it has a 

limited weight bearing capacity.  
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Other subjects discussed were property and casualty insurance negotiated at a 1% increase only 

instead of the projected 5%, inclusion of $1,009.56 to account for the Town's 11.1444% retirement 

contribution to a former employee who recently retired from the HCOG, removal of the Town Clerk 

line item for an Assistant Town Clerk, merits of borrowing to repave the BES parking lot, the police 

using 3 cruisers instead of 4, and finally uncontrollable increases driven by 3rd party contracted 

services and health insurance costs. Regarding the Highway Dept, discussion took place with 

modifying overtime or limiting overtime and regular work hours and raising trash bags from $2.00 

per bag to $3.00. Bob stated labor regulations likely prohibit modifying work schedules without 

timely notice if it can or should be done at all. Trash bags pricing has not increased for several years.  

 

Adjourn   With no further business to be discussed, Stan made a motion to declare the meeting 

adjourned at 11:55am, Andrew seconded.  Motion carried.   

 

 

Attest: Hugh Campbell, Town Coordinator 

 

_________________, Chairman          _________________, Member      __________________,Member 

Robert R. Raymond                     Andrew I. Girard                           Stanley D. Garland 

 

 


